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PART ONE

STUDY CONTEXT



THE STUDY

Background

Dver recent years, thera has been growing
recognition of the role of landscape assessment
® & basis for countryside planning and
managament. In particular, the s of lendscape
assassment & @ tool for describing the characier
of our lendscapes i3 Increasingly recognised & an
important frst shep in conserving and anhancing
them, and for plaaning for  sustamable
daveloprmentin rural aress.

The impetus for preparing [RNESCHpe assessmens
at 8 district level hee come from two main
direchons:

= (he Countryside Commission aciively
encourages  local planning  authorities to
underiake district-wide assessmenis  to
provide an jinformed  background fior policy
and development controd decrsions and for
countryside management. It has publshed
ditaded guedance on Iandscaps dsessmant
and hes recently produced 8 ‘New Map of
England’ which provides a broad contaxt for
defining landscape character at & local level,
Il @lso promoles the concept of local
distinctivenass through 15 Design in the
Countryside” initiative.

= Govermment advice contained within the
revised PPGT (Februany 1997) takes forward
thase approaches and encoeages planning
authonties fo wnderake comprihenshe
landscape assessments & parl of the local
plan review pooess The extent and

affectivenass of Iocal landscape designations i3
to e given pearficular considaration in such
TENIERNT.

I resspors 1o thes background. West Oxfordshing
District commissioned Atlantic Consultants to
prepane 8 district-wide landscape assessment Hs
rmain ohjective is o ingease understanding of
the landscape resources of the district, 1o asst
with policy formulation and development condrol
and 1o assist with the targeting of resolrces for
enhancement snd management

The Study

Whilst the assessment 15 primarily intended to
assst the Destrict Councl, it |s also congidensd to
b= of redevance (o a wide range of anganisations
and individuals whose activities may have an
effect upon the Bndscape of West Ondordshire,
These will Include lBndowners, fammers, private
derlopars, communily organisafions and other
kol inbinest grouns.

The brief oullined the [foflowing main
requirementsof the study;

= {o idantify and describe the atirbutes of the
landscape (both nadural and man-made) that
contribute to local dstinciveness;

= to provide a breakdown of the disthict nto
areas of distinciive landscape characher;

# (o examing the relationship bebesen tha
Bndscape and patterns of settlement and
baildings:

» to identify smple enhancement strategies
amnd priorities for each landscape type;

= and o identify vardafions in landscape
sensitivity acmes the District and its ability to
accommodate change.

Structure of the document
This document is divided into three main parts:

= Part One providas the owverall background

and contexi o the swdy, incuding an
axplanation of the spproach and
methodology emploved and o brief ovendew
of the Disirict lendscape, i3 formative
influances and overall charactes;

« Part Two deals with thr ndividual Character
Areas, mlnﬂﬂﬂﬂrmm

asnesmment of the finges of a number of key
setlements (mainly local sendce cenires)
wirihiin thie diatrct,



APPROACH AND RATIONALE

landscape character assessment

Ower recent years, there has been a genearal rend
away from quantitative sysems of landstape
avaluation towards an approach based upon
understanding the intrinsic characier of a
locality and its distinctive fealuras, allowing
lard e planning and management to respond
to the focal Tandecape vemacuar. This
approach s explained within the &andscaps
gssessmert  guidance  published by  the
Countryside Commission (CCP432 3, which forms
the bass for this shudy.

The approach recogrises that the character of the
landacape Is not simply a scenic or wvisual
phenomenon bul s the prodwct of its
physiography, history and land management It
recogrises that factors such = ecology, history
and cullure, have a bearng upon the way
landscape i experianced and valued and that
these factors should also to bé taken into acoount
within the assessmeri process.  Owerall, the
approach refies upon 3 mix of objective
recording and subjective judgement, wsed in a
sysiematic and lerativeway.

The assessmerd process has  inwohed  the
foliowing main siages of waork:

» Desk study - this stage involved the collation
af a wide range of existing inficrmation on the
physical and human influences that have
shaped the landscape of the districl. The
process involved ‘overday mapping' of key
factors (eg. geclogy. topography, drainage,
woodiand CCRAE, and sl of

importance «ic) & wall

& datailed examnation of olbher
documentary, map-based or photographic
avidenca, Other landscape assesaments (Bg
the Mew Map of England and Colswolds
AONE a=sessment) were aso consulted o
provide contexd and consisbency.

Fipsd survey - this part of the siudy invoived
traveling exiensively throughout the disrict,
recording delalled wanialions in landscape
character and key fealures onto 1:25,000
base maps. Other fachors. sich & evdence

of pressunes on the Bndscape and key
management of enhancement needs, wene
also noted during the Bald surey.

» Analysis - this stage invalved combining the
results of the desk and field studes fo
produce a breakdown of the district inbo aeas
of distinctive characher.

The fssesament examines landscaps chamcier ai
two levels.  Firstly, it looks at the wary in which
particular landform and landcover slements
combine lo produsce dstinctre landscaps types.
These are genaric dascriptions and the fypes can
repeat acmes the distict withoul necessaiy
being related to gecgraphical location.

Landscape types are particularly useful & a tool
for understanding the detaded patlern of
landscape variation that oocus acmses the district
& 8 whole and o asssd in day o day
developmant control decsions. Howsver, in
planming policy and managemant tenms, it is &
important to understand ihe landscape characher
mnd gualites of particular planes or aees, @0 that
appropriate policies and action can be applied at
a local level, Therelone, it is common praclice to
define landscape characler ameas.  These afe
umnits of landscapawhich may embraos a nurmtser
of differant landscaps types bul which in some
way have a coherent and recognisable ‘senee of
place’ or local identity.

It is important to smess thal the boundaies
between landscape fypes or between characier
areas are rarely distinet.  Instead, the boundarnies
tend to ba best approximations of & gradual but
discarnibdéa change n chaecler, It 15 as0
important to siress that landscapa characher ranaly
siopes at the disticl boundary and will usually
axfend beyond into nelghbouring disticts.

The basis for the division of West Oxfordshire
District inta distinctive ndscape types and
character areas, & explained m the "lindscape



Guidelines for landscape enhancement
Approach o evalualion

The second pan of the shedy involves identifying
vanalions in landscape quality and condilion
BT the cighrict, primarily to allow appropriate

Tha aim &, therefore, not to identify the best’ o
‘worst' quality bindscapes within the district but
to examing the Intrinsic guality and condition of
individual landscape types so thal intervantion
can bi targeted to the most neady areas. This
spproach has therefore been applied acmes the
whole of the districl landscape mespactive of the
presence of costing landscape designations.

Usingthe experience and judgement of the study
e, each landscaps type was assessed in terms
of the following afiribules (besed upon
Ceuntryside Commissionguidelines):

# Seenic quality - the degrea to which the
landscaps I8 altractive with pleasing pafiems
and combinations of landscape festures:

= Serse of place - the extent lo which the
andscape: hes a8 distinctive character and a

‘seree of place’,
» Unspoilt character - the dogree to which
ncdscape  sbruclure 1§ Yintadt and  the

lendscape s affectad by intrusiva or detracting
infencne;

# Landscape as a resource - whether the
andscape  type  represents & sCame  of
especaly fragile landscape resolrs;

» Conservation interesis - whether there ane
oiher notable consarvation nberests hat
contribuie o landscapa guality and value,

The landscape fypes ware then assgned one of
ihe following enhancamant siralegies:

+ Consenve - Ihis sirateqy applies whens the
landscape iz of particulary high scanic quality,
is unspoit, ratains &8 strong. intact landscapes
structnd and sense of place, and often
contaire areas of feplures of ecological or
culbural hesitags  significance. In thesa
bndscapes, consevabon & an owinahelming
pricity in ofder 1o maintain  Wndscape
characier and quality,

Anproach and Ralionale

consenve but would benefi from some
anhancement through appropriate  land
managemeant, (o strengihen  weakened
landscape structure and quality and 1o
reinforce local dstinciiveness.

The degrea to which Bndscape struciure and
character require strengthening differs acss
the District. A distinction s therefora drasmn
inthis category batween ‘s’ Bndscapes, where
only modest strengthening is required, and ©
lendscapes, where more  significant
strengthering is required to restore landscape
structure and fealwres that have baen
waakened by inlenshie Bamming practics.

* Raconstruct - this stategy apples in those
areses where the characher and qualiy of the
landscape has been substantialy modified by
pood land managament, non-agriculbursl land
LSes O intrusive featres, on arfieids, buill
development, méneral exraciion, rcads
power hnes atc. They reguire more
significant  intervention Lo mitigate the
influsnce of detracting land uses or features,
to raise landscape quality and 10 reconstruct
landscaps characier and kientity.

It Iz important fo sess that these siraleges do
nat equate with amy naticnally established sysiam
of yardstick but are adapted from Couniryside
Commission guidance Io suft the particular
circumsiances of West Oxdordshire District They
showld therafore De megarded = indicative of
differences in guality and condition which oocur
within the context of the district and
comparisons should not ba mada with similar
siraleges applisd ssmvhing

The vanalions in landscape quality and the
application of enhancement srateges acoss the
dizirict are explained in the landscape overview’
section.




Enhancementprincipies

The guidiines for landscape enhancemant am
intended 10 provide advce on tha mos
approguigte  type of management or
enhancemeant needed (o maimaim or rase
landscape quality within each characler ansa.  As
8 general nie, they ane aimed @t reniorcmg o
strengthening existing charactensics in  the
Bncscap: rather than promoting widespresd
landscape change Specific guidefines on
enhancement priodities are sel owt for each
charachs ane bul a number of mora ganeral
principles ane outlined opposiie.  In addition, a
tabda showing characteristic native specses thal
typically ocowr within the different landescape
bypees is contained within Appendix 2.

Mechanisms

Claarty, most of these objactives imolwe changes
i ki management which can only be achioved
through voluntary co-operation. However, thare
ame a numbar of potantial ways in which tha
Quedefines can be taken forward, including:

s tfhwough wvanous initatives, gans and
imcantive schemes operated by local
autharities and other statulony agencies;

s through the work of countryside management
sorvices run by local authorties or otfer
SOENES,

o through the work of woluntary bodes and
community giolps  involeed  in local
environmental or lndscape projects;

= thraugh the aclivibes of farmers and other
private lardowrens,

« through development briafing and the use of
landscape conditions, legal agreements and
planninggain

k is impodant io siess that the achievement of
landscape enhancemsant throwgh development
proposals would only be appropriate where the
development Meelf wes I complianee with
sirateaic and local planning policies

GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOUR EMNHANCEMENT

T NEAS CITheTel o vrliand el shnild aim
o reinforce or pestare the local landscape
weinacular, e, thase characterislics which
contribiute to local distinelivenesa:

in general, intervention should aim 1o
rostore  diversity amd  slruclere  Bo L
landscape (e through bedgerow and bree
planting, habital crealion etc) 1o al Uhe
varied IH'Ji!._\t lan r]'1h1||--'1 of the Dstricl:

the more atact’ examples ol Lindscape
. desoribed within Ues assessmeni,

form ol enhancemoent:

I |:-!.||nI!-.|'|:_'| and haliatat cecalion shoukbd

focal area o reinfor ]
and masimise wildlife bhenelis:

particudar prionty should be gwven to tle

of  intrusive  feafures  ar

inflvences which detracl from Uhe rwral

character of the landsca e, hard wrian

alges, unsightly buwildi ar siruciures,

v managed or degraded lami on the

s of selllemenls or associabed wAilh

quarrying  activities, insensstive  highoway
i'|'||ll'l:“ CITeenlS el

special allention should alsa b given o
the enhancement of setllemen! fringes and
resadl conriefors o reduce their impracl and
o prowidde a clear o aligen Beliveen Lgill

areas and open countryside;

strdnng Landsca e frameworks showld he an
i"l'll'l.:i-.I] park of any new rJ-."u.'|-::|.-|r|| dp] B

sproach and Hationale -



Guidelines for built development

The third part of the sludy focuses on the
inherent characienstics and qualities of the
landscape that will detesmine its sensiivity to
change and In pabodw, I8 ability o
accommodate new development.

Policy context

Curent Government advice contained within
PPGT (revised Febneary 15907) plases & frm
emphasis on probection of the countryside for s
own sske even in aeas of no  special
designation, and advises, that development in tha
countryside should maintain and enhance tha
environmenl This advics & raflecled in policies
contained within the Oxfordshire County
Siructure Plan and the Wast Oxfordshire Local
Plan (adopted in Mowember 1997,

The Local Plan cumently comlaing @ number of
policies which specifically sssk to protect lha
character and ‘qualty of the landscape from
potentially adverss impacts of development (=
listed opposite), A particular emphasis & placed
upon the profection of designated amas (e, tha
Colswolds Area of Outsianding Matural Basuty,
the Amea of High Landscape Value, wihich oovers
much of the remainder of the district, and Paks
and Gardens of Special Interest). However,
Policy ©O1 of the plan recognises the
importance of prodecting all landscapa, even
non-designaied amas, for is own sake, while a
numiber of obhvr polices (Bg. BE3, C03, COG,
H12, Ri3 Téd1) refer to the need lo profect the
ndscape settng of sefflemenis o othersise
safequarnd the landscaps from adverse impacts of
chirv el SpaTin

The Local Plan indicates a genaral presusmption
againsl housng development in open coundryside
but other bpes of development may be
permitied by the plan.  Whers this is the csa
the aim s o ersme thal it can b integrated
sensitvely  withowl adverss impact on  the
ndscape, Tres Bnoscape assoserninl ams 1o
provide & much information & possible 1o
enabée the local authonty and ofhers to make
such judgements.  Although it will clearly be too
coarse & tool ko deal with many she-spedic
ssues, the principles and consideraicns outlined
williny khi assessment can aqually be appled at a
more bocal level,

SELECTED EXTRACTS FROM KEY LOCAL PLAMN
POLICIES ATFECTIMNG LANDSCAPE

FOLICY ©01: Froposals for development in

tha e|h|||1lr'!-'~.i|h' will Be considered against the
need o safesuard its beaoty, the diversity of
s matural resources, and ils  ccolog
agricultural and recreational values.

POLICY CO6: In the Colswolds  Arcas of
Outstanding Malural Beauly consenvabion and
enhancement of its special landscape qualities
will be the overriding  consideratlion....
.-'l.|||'||||.|::_'|r rl_‘-i_:.lrl:l will e had to the economic
and social  well-beino of the area  any
development should not harm ils nalural
beauty,

POLICY CO7: In Arcas of High Landscape
Value shown on the progessals map the Council
will seek to protect and enhance the beauty of
the area. D |_'-Iur|rr||:-n1 dhould nod hawe an
adverse impact on the landscape,

FOLCY  ©Oa: wWithin  the Area of  High

alue near the River Thames and ils
iributaries, new development should be sited;
desipned and landscaped so (hal it does nod
detracl trom the -|.|!||'|_'i.1| characler of these
riversidhe anras

POLICY BEZ: Al development should be of a
high standard of design and appearance, It
will be 1-.r||,|:|| ey nal ela e The
xur|||1.||1|.||r||_ countryside  which 15 A
allractive -1|_'II|¢1.!1. o o selllement: (i) risspect
the scale; paliern; density and characler ol its
settimg. ..

(West Oxfordshire Local Plan (Adopled)

Aparoach and Ralionale



Sensitivity to developman!

The abikty of the Bndscape fo accommodabe
development iz 8 complex issue which is not
gimply related to the intrinsic quality of the
landscape but will depend wpon & comixdnation
of different faciors. OFf key imporance will be
the natere and scale of the development itsalf,
along with:

» fhe potentiad impacts of this development on
distinctive landscape and  softlomont
character;

« fthe polential impacts on nbnnsic landscape
guality and valued features and the overall
sensitivity of the landscape to change;

= fhe visual sensitivity of the landscape, ie. the
dagrea to which it benefits from screening or
fltaring of views

A number of general principles lor development
in the counineside, which will apply acmas tha
district, ae shown in the table opposite
However, to make the assessment @ helpful as
possible, wa have provided further guidance on
the sensitviies of landscapes of differing
characler and sumounding a number of key
sefliemants, & explained below,

Guldelines for landscape types

Much of the informalion required fo asses the
appropriateness of new development in different
landscapa types showld ba implicit within tha
landscape characier descriptions and quality
evaluations for the individual characler aneas. In
addition, however, some key conclusions on the
ability of diferant landscape ftypes to
atcommodate development ane alsn summansad
for each charscter snea

For further guidance, a matrix is included in
Appendix 1 which identifies some of the key
characienishics ihal nesd 1o be taken Into accoun
in assessing the impact of development proposals
on individual lbndscapa types. Thesa am
grouped under the hmdinﬂu o ‘I.ar'm.cafp
character, 'seflement characler and Tandscape
qyuality and sensitivily’

CEMERAL PRINCIPLES FOR DEVELOPMINT

andscapes of pariicularly
sl hawacher (i those
within e voamd %l Thwisne (&)

i'.;_:ll il

il wensilive Fik

el pwicnl;

development should also be avoided in
LIn&] [ Uwe

conserve and strengthen categ@orics} which
jally exposed
5, hilliops

o vabley sides/escarpments

in wother open or visually  sensilive
landscapes, new dey menl should be
g bl torm or
sipibed  within --1.i=-lir|.:_'l Oor  new

o v orelated o exis
larid s agse Trammmeasaoeks;

im visual feems, landscapes  encloseel by
Lsdivem or vepetation are penenally more
ahie iy alrsorh new development bul can be
|I'.'_;|I|l| sitErsiliye Fi ||I-||'|;_'||' st of hisir
flrnsi LETIRG % A I|iJ.I|I|'| or  ThiEr

ecidogical and archacologeeal value;

exlrd care i8I ||,|1r-|'r! 1y meainkain  Lhe
1 wility ol vulnerable landsc ey thie
soefllements  and  along ool
anil L} ] prevent rilllsn
1!|'I.|'|I.ZI|I1I-I:'I=| and e codlesoence  of

sillleiment w

Al e dewelopaenl <hoaeldd |1--|||||||:| o D
chavactenislics of e Lol ap and bt
vvirsnment within which i1 i localied, 1o
rimborc e local  ehistindliveness  amd I
i1 LY vt impacts;

|Jl.".1':||lp|1'u-||l shiosaled ol esrodle the miral
i haracter uf < ani seltlemenlts (eg.
(T (TR T il ) il riemusbe
Cisaniry -irr.-_ lrl'-|l'|'|'-|i|i'|.-|' I,||I.'|'.|||li-|_'1F ||._-_;||.|.l|..l|-|.

Erdralimends, Ien irl:.;. \'t!_"n.l.:_l'l' ele,]

nproach aned Ralionale b
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matrix identifies a range of fypical
(eg. scale, pattem, boundary types,
ng malerals, visual sensitivity and scenic
guality) for individusl [andscape types and, in
conjunction with the characler area descripions.
may ba wsed = & checkiist to guida the
sccepiability of development proposals within
differant parts of the district landscape.

{

While this additional background inbormation
should help In assessing the appropriatenass of
development proposals, it i3 cleardy sill too
genaraiised 1o provide all of the answers. The
migin purpose of the matrix & therefore, (o help
infroduce o discipling in the assessment of
potential mpacts of any development propossl

Importantly, it is aso intanded ta help encourags
thosa proposing development in the countryside
to view landscape in 8 mone hollstic way and to
consider not only the polentlal visual impacs of
a development but siso il impact upon tha
intrinsic character and quality of the recening
landscape

Guidelines for key settiements

Thay largar seflernents of the District have, in the
past, mevilably been under presswe  for
additional dovelopment. These pressures are
likaly to continue, particularly on the fringss of
these setiements. Difficull decisions negarding
the opporunities for and direction of potential
fubune growth will e to be made.  Whila the
landscape assessment provides & broad condext, a
mone detailed study of the minges of ten key
seliements hes been undertaken in order to
provide a finer-grained analysis of key landscape
sensitivities and considerations.  They comprise
e main service cenipes, with the addsion of
Duckiinglon, because of its proximity to Witney,
and the inclusion of Mton-under-Wychwood, &5
a sacondarny local centre within the A0NE,

The ten setbements ane listed bedow, with the
Character Areas to which they are most closely
refated given in brackets:

Bamgton (10)

Burford (8, 9)

Carterton ()

Charibury (8)

Chipping Mortan {1, 3)
Druckdington (12}

Eynsham (11, 12)
Milton-under-Wychwood (5)
Witnay (8, 9, 7. 11)
Wioodstock {(4)

The lbndscape sefting of each settlement is
dividad inlo a nembar of sactors for which we
have summansed the key faciors which may

& landscape charecienstics;

= izl characheristics,

= oy landscape sensilpitios and
considerations.

We do nol seeit fo recommend anes for
development. We simply aim to provide
additonal datail 1o ass=t all those involved in
making decisions in resped of appropriate
dewelopment in the andscape.

Fusther axpianation of these sbudies and the
findings of the pesessrment ane presenied in Par
Threa.



A LANDSCAPE OVERVIEW

Introduction

Wiest Owlordshire 8 & predoménantly nral,
agncultural district which covers a land area of
around 715 square kilomatres. Itembraces large
areas  of unspoilt  countryside  within  its
boundanes and a dvwerss pattern of Badstapas,
including roling Emestons uplands, pastoral river
valeys, historic parkdand, remnanis of ancient
forests, low-lying farmiand and riverside
miadows, with a scatiening of rural vilages and
soime leger sattlemeants,

This patterning (s the product of the interaction
babarean tha phisical structure of the landscape
and the nature of the vegelation and land uses
that cover & To understand what makes places
distinctive, it i helpful to summariese the main
phiysical and human influencas which  have
shaped the disincts landscaps over lime

Physical influences

The geclogy of West Cxfordshine (see Figure 1) ks
dominated by mocks of the Jurassic pericd, laid
down in warm s 150 million yesrs ago, and
forming part of the ‘sione belt’ that streiches right
amoes England from Dorset to the Humber, It
compises a sequence of deys and limeslonas
that dip, and et progressively younger, towards
the socuth-east of the disirict. creating two
distinclive broad belis of terrainc the Cotswold
Hiills and the Lipper Tharmes Clay Vale,

The Cotswaold Hills sweep acoss the centre and
narth of the district and are formed by the nocks
of the middle and lower Juassic,. The lowest
shala im the sequence are the Lower, Middle and
Upper Liss, which are moslly composed of solt
days, sitstones and shales. However, they also
inciude & band of Maststona, a shelly ferrugindous
limestone, between the Middie and Upper beds.
The most exdersng mposires of the Lower Lias
ooeur within the uppar Evenlods Valey, whne it
forma 8 brogd, shabow basn chorpcensed by
low-lying and gentie topography (see Figure ),
with heavy clay scils supporting mixed farmiand
and a sirong struclure of hedgerows and
hedgemw trees. The Middle and Upper Lias are

exposad mainly across the north of the disincd,
whena fhesa soff rocks amre heawily folded and cut
itroligh by fieers and S 1o fim an anea of
extremaly complex lopography supporting a rich
pattern of mixed famiand, thick hedgemws,
rees v WOOS,

The Lss iz overain by the harder Owolitic
imestones of the upper Jumssic The Inferior
Dolite oocurs in thin localsed oulcrops  msinky
along the upper edges of the river valeys
However, like the Marstone, it containg rocks
with a high iron content, known & ronsiones'
wihech give s to lhe red sols and warm orange-
coloured building stone characleristic of the
north-aast comar of the disthict,

Itis the thick limestone bed of the Greal Oolite
which dominates much of the district and ghves
the Cobswolds its déstinctive charecier. This pala,
hard rock is much prized & a building stone and
it forrnes the high, smoothly roling plateaus which
reach an elevation of around 220 metres ADD
maar Chipping Morton and dip genthy towards (he
soulh-east  Soils tend bo be thin, well-drained
and calcarsous and fypically suppord medium-
grade arable farmland o, S commonly,
grassiand. Localkised deposits of Cudford Clay and
glacial il around Leafield and Ramaden in the
Wychwood area create heavier, more acid sols
typically under pasture or woodiand  The
kmastone platesu is dissecied by the main river
valleys of the Windrush and Evenloda, with thedr
allevial deposits predominantly under pasture.

A band of eoarss, crumbly Cornbrash Emesions
marks the fransition between the Graal Oolite
and the clay vale to the south, forming @ seres of
low biuffs and hills, including the ksland of
Landifiorm within the Windrush valley upon which
the town of Wilney was sited. The low-lying
floodpilain landscape of the Upper Thames Clay
ale itself ooccuples exiensive deposis of Cudond
Clay and alluvium supposing heavy cly sofls and
larger-scale mixed farmiand with a comparativedy
sirong structure of hedgerows and  tees
Howewver, large drifts of river gravels produce
pockets of well-drainad, skghtly elevaled land
which support mane intanshve arable farming and
have & distinciivedy open charmcher



Human influences

The basic physical structure of the landscape has
also had a strong influence on patterns of human
pocupation and activity within West Oudordshine,
Evidence of prehistoric setiiement indicatesthat
early sattlers had a distinct preference for stes on
highes ground ess prone o flooding, with more
easily worked soils and access to spings or other
supplies of waler, Favoured sites ane found on
the well-drained, light sols of the Colswold
limestone and lronstone uplands and e
Thames-side gravels. By contrast, the heavy, wet
sois and woodland cover of the clay lowlands
were less afractive. The oulcrops of dry
parmeable rocks abo supponed & network of
impartant prefistonc rouleways, such = the
Jurassic Way which follows the oolites right
across England,

The succession of prehistoric cullures was
responsible for radical changes in the landscape
They progressively cut clearngs In the dense
foresls (o create edensive open pashres or
croplands, firstly on the lighter sols of the
imestone hills and river oravels but later
axtending (o the heavier scils of the clay vale,
uging iron tools for aes and ploughshares. These
early landscapes have since been obscured by
later land e pattems but tangible evidance of
early settlemenl s found in the scatterng of
tombs, long bamows, standing siones and ring
ditches acroes the Cobswolds.

The Romams brought further changes w Wesl
Oufordshire, crealing an integrated pattern of

farming techniques wes acceleraled by the
Romans, bringing further ameas of free-draining
imestone uplands info  highly productive
agricultural wee for growing bardey, wheat and
wood which could ba marketed at great towns
lie Ciencester, The scale of romanisation was
most impressive on sach side of Akeman Shissf -
a major easi o west Roman Road - whare It
crosses the valeys of the Windrush, Eveniode
ﬂﬂlrm#dhhmighhauﬂw:ﬂ&‘m'n
Dich. This pooess created & langely open,
farmed landscape, even in the Wychwood area
wifech was reinvadad by forast in laber cenlunies.
This highly commercial agriculture was

accormpanied by magnificent country houses and
vilas, such s those at North Leigh and Ditchiey.
From the eary fifth century, the Saxon period
broughl the invasion of groups of Germnanic
immigrants who laid the foundalions of the
Englishi countryside.  They were credited with
further taming of woodiand, heath and marsh Lo
clear ground for Bvestock, and with building nesw
vilages and farming seiffements. These were
rroatly concentrated on lighler sods within e
rver valieys and on the gravel teraces of the
Thames, close to well-watered river meadows -
eamples include Eynsham, which incomporates
the Oid Engish word for meadow - ‘ham’
Chimney, or ‘Ceomma’s island’, which was
located on a low ledge of gravel sale from the
Thamas flobdwaters; and Witney, or ‘WWita's
Bland, which slood on a dry combrash outliar
sumcunded by allindal levels  The Seors wire
aiso responsiblefor establishing mdensive hunting
preserves of paks, the management of which
was |ater codified by the Normans in forest ks,
Woodsiock Park was the earliest hunting ground
of the Saxon Kings and formed pard of the
axiensive balt of wood, coppice, undensood and
spnndy which stretched through the Oxfordzhine
countryside between the royal fomsts of
Wychwood and Shotover in the Oxdord Heights:

By the sarly middle ages, the Domesday survey
of 1088 reveslad an even patlesn of sefaments
across the detricl, apart from Wychwood which
remained comparatively emply, However, this
wee & fime of expansion and gathering changs in
the landscape. Mew vilnges. such a8 Leafield,
Finstock, Ramaden and Haley, and fislds were
carved out from Wychwood throwgh the process
of “assanting’, although exiensive woodland cover
remained. Dreinage and reciamation of the
flood-plain Bats slong the Upper Thames also
created new marshland wvilages such =
Morthmoor and Standlake. The sieady advanos
of sheep-farming on the Emestone led to a
thriving woollen industry, with eary fulling mills
esiabfiched near Ensione and Whiney and tha
grand houses of wealthy wool merchants still
visible in tha town buldings of many setthernents,
such a8 Burford, Witney and Chipping Norton.

Climatic, aconomic and socal changes led to the
desartion or shinkage of many medieval vilages,
espacialy between the Thames and Windrush
rivers. The great rebuilding that followed in the
Tudor and Jacobean period was accompanied
by the development of grand mansions and



mang’ hoises.  Bamples within the Cotswolds
include Great Tew, Swerord Heythwop,
Combury,  Shipton-under-Wychwood  and
Asthall, with equivalents in the day vale at
kelrscott and Cote.  The formal gardens and
parks which surrounded these houses had a
considerable Impact on the landscape bul not o
dramatic & the pictunesque, designed landscapes
of the eighteenth century, with which West
Oxfordshire is particulary well-blesed.  The
most  notable examples  include  Lancelot
‘Capability” Brown's work al Blenhaim Palacs
Wiliam Kenf's masterpiece at Rousham and at
Ditchiey Park. and Humphrey Repton's work af
Sarsden and Grest Tew.

Open farmiand had besn sieadily enclosed by
hedges, benks, sione walls and sometimes
ditches during the sideenth and seventeenth
cenbunies.  However, these earlier and more
imegular enclosures were kargely overvhelmed by
the major pariamentary endosures of the
eighteanth and nineteenth centuries which
transfommed the landscapa of much of Wesl
Codfordshire inlo an aimos!t ‘blueprinied” pathern
ol aquare or recienguler fields surmounded by
efraight thom hedges or, in the Cotswoids, by
stone walls, MNew farrs and model estates were
a feature of the landscape and miles of new
wide, straight mads wefe alss inbtroduced to
replace narrow winding lanes or 1o creabe new
roules, eg. between Bamplon and Oxdord,

The Victorian period brought a number of
gpecific changes to the lendscape of \West
‘disafforestation’ of Wychwood Fomestwas signed
in 1857 and resulted in wholesale clearance of
much of the remaining woodland cover and
replacement with an entirely new Bndscape of
naw farms, mads and  villhpes. The
transformation from royal forest o hareestad
orops fook only sbdsen manths and gave birh to
new setiements lo house farm labouwrens, such &
meml.ﬂclppeﬂ_ Elsephara, other
new vilages were crealed to acoommodale
smallholders, notably the Chartist settiemant of
Charterville and Carterton. The Victorian period
also saw the expansion of many setemants in
West Ondfordshing to accommodate a growing
population. A feature of this was the distinction
betwaen closed and ‘open’ wilages, brought
aboul by changes in the Poor Law which maant

fhat parishos with few landowners actively sought

1o kiep out the immigration of new people by
busiding only encugh houses for Eheir edsting
workforce. This placed the burden of housing
axpanded at a considerable rafe in 8 sprawling
@ haphazard fasiion, uniike the compas], wel-
shaped order of the dosad satlliemants, Thesa
distinclions are slill evident ioday, for example
batween the ordediness of Sandiord 50 Martin
and the forriess, mixed characier of nearby
Middie Barion

Changes 1o the landscape and satfements of
West Oiudordshine during the beantiath century
Fave resulted mainly from the pressues of
madern farming and the growth in demand for
The increasing mechanisation of post war
agriculiure hes obllerated many mies of
hedgerows and woodlands and  ansforrmed
mary of the former enclosune andscapes back (o
the bere, open visies of the ancient common
Couniryside Siewardship) seek (o reverse these
rends and, in effedt, lo replacs some of the lost
strpcture and biological diversity of the fommer
endosre endscapes.  For example, within tha
Upper Thames Tributaries Emvironmentally
Sensitive Area, the emphasis is on retuming a
wider range of wetland habitats to 1he rver
valleys while [n tha arable uplands, ncentives ana
available for hedgensw planting, comnwension of
arable jand to grassiands (possibly restoring the
former character of the broad Colswold
‘sheepwalsh and Ihe creation of more diverse
fidd manging.  Howaner, farming practios is stll
primarily driven by market forces and fnancial
subadies and whilsl the oufent Syshams of
Inceniives remain in place, the effects of tha agri-
anvironment policies on the lendscape will be
slow 1o matakalise.

Cemographic changes. and Improsements in road
and rail communicabions continue 1o place
significant pressires on  the distict 10
accommodate new housing, athough much of
fhiz pressure has been sucoessfully resissed,
paniculady in the smaller rural setthernentss. A
less obvious effect of the prosperity of this anes,
howener, 6 e gradua ‘suburbanisation’ and
"‘gantrification’ of marmy of the districls vilages and
a gracdual erosion of local distinciiveness, The
e affects ae evident aooss the distict and
are mandested in more 'urban’ Iypes of fencing,
sufacing.  bulldings, fighting and  highway



treatmients, which cumulatively deftract from the
radition, rural characler of the wilage or
hamiel. Other changes in the lindscape include
exienshve mineral esraction, which haa
transformed. parts of the Upper ThamesLower
Windiush Valley,

in planning for fulure change within ‘YWesl
Cndordshine, the main challengse & o provide a
suitable balance bebeesn the contrasiing cams
for housing and busness expansion on tha ona
hand and malntenance of the generaly unspoilt
rural qualitias of tha lBrdscapa on the other,

Variations in landscape and
visual character

Having explainad the underlying physical and
human influences thatl have shaped the overall
Bndstape of West Oxlordshive, the pmocess of
soriing the kndscape into units of distinclive
characier helpa further to unravel the factors that
contribute (o local landscaps characker,

The pocess of characiersstiion b=  been
informed by ofher landscape Jssessments which
apply to West Owfordshire.  In particular, the
sudy aims to ba broadly consislant with the
Counirysade Commission's 'Countryside Characher
Map of Engand, which provides a
nationaliregional context for defining character
aes, and olher landscape assessments
specifically prepared for the Cotswolds ADNB
and the Upper Thames Tributanes ESA.

Landscape characler areas

The Couniryside Characler Map identifies two
reglonal charscter areas within the boundanies
of West Oxfordshire (see Figure 3)

s the Cotswolds:;
*  the Upper Thames Clay \Valy,

Thesa conform to the main topographical and
geological regions and provide the broad context
for defining @ total of thireen local character
areas within the distic. These are tracs of
landscape which may be quite diverse in
character but have some unifying or consistant
elements which ane related (o their physical form
or gecgraphical location (see Figune 4). Detailed
desonptions of the Character Amsas are given in
Pard Two bot their maln  distinguishing
charactienstics ane summansed & follows.

1 Morthern Valleys and Ridges - a
topographically diverse area of complex
geciogy to the morth of Chipping Moron,
whena folding and fauling have created a
dlnl}n::hahm:apnnfvalhﬁrﬂl‘:m.n
particularly rch pattern of landscape
elements and a generally strong landscape
Siruchure;



2 Ironstone Valleys and Ridges- an anea with
similar landiorm and andscape pattern (o
tha above but which is distinguished from it
by the presence of characteristic iran-rich
red soils and warm orange building sione;

3 Enstone Uplands - a high limestonea plateau
dissected by the River Glyme bul othensvise
characterised by roling landform with a
distinclive elevated and open character,

4 Eastern Parks and Valleys - an area of
rolling ¥mestone landscape which is heavily
dissected by the valleys of the Ghme, Dom
and Cherwell and distinguished by a
particular concentration of formal perks,
dessgned landscapes and estate farmiand,

5 LUpper Evenlode’Valley - a distinctive ares of
roling Lower Lies dayland which foms a
broad, shabow basin around the upper
reaches of the River Evenlode, characiersed
by heary cay solis and a strong Bndscaps
structure of thick hedgerows and frequent
hadgercw oes, in marked confrast with the
limesione amas (o the south and east,

6 Lower Eveniode Vallay - an arga with a
distinctive valley landform which, afthough
varying in widlh bebwvesn  Shiplon-u-
Whychwood and Bladon, creates a sense of
endosure and a particularly strong pastoral
and ripafian character,

7 Wychwood Uplands - an srea of smoathly
rolling imestons bounded by the valleys of
the Eveniods and \Windresh, It hes similar
characteristics to the Ensions Uplands bul is
distinguished by the presence of the
extensive woodlands of Combury Park,
remnants of the former Wychwood Forest,
which oontribute (0 & mone  endosed
character a1 ils eastem end,

8 Upper Windrush Valley - the Windrush
Valley dssects the limestone plateau and
forms a disfinctive landform wunit with s own

% Shiton Downs - an aea of lmestons
landscape which forms ihe divide between
tha low-lying day vale to the south and the
Windrush Valley and limestong uplands (o
the north;

10 BannptonVale - an area of distinciively low-
lying but gently rolling landscape lying
between the edge of the limestone (o the
niwth and the very fat, expansive floodplain
landscape which borders the River Thames
1o the south;

11 Eymsham Vale - a lowlying ares
charactenised by large-scale, rolling farmland
and including the formal parkiand and well-
managed wooded farmland of Eynsham Park
and other larpe esiates;

12 Lower Windrush Valley and  Eastemn
Tharnes Fringes - an area of distinctivedy flat,
low-lying lndscape  occupying the
oodplain’ of the River Windrush and the
marging of the River Themes, heavily
medified by mineral extraction bul retaining
amas of flocdpiain pasiurs;

13 Western Thames Fringes - an  aes
oocupying the very flat, low-lying landscape
of the FRwer Thamas fobdplain,
comparalively free from mineral extraction
but dominated by arabla Ermiand.

Landscape Types

Although the character arens have a definable
physical context and coherant identity, they ane
imevilabdy quite dverse in themselves. Bwen
subtle differences in  landform,  lend-use,
fandscape stucture, the degree of wvisual
enciosune and the influence of built development
or spacific land uses can create vadafions in
landscape character and local distinctiveness,

Landscape types are classified into the following

groups, refecting broad distinctions in landscape
character

Valley Landscapes:

Lirmastomne VWold landscapes
Clay Wold landscapes

Clay vale andscapes;

Farkland and Eslate landscapes;

Sub-rurad landscapes

A number of subhpes meflecd degess ol
character vanation within the main pes, =
shown iin the foliowing talble.

& B @ B 8 B



West Oxfordshire Landscape Types:

Valley Landscapes

¢  Minorvalleys

o Vallew floor farmland
Chren k.'|.||i":.'-#i|:|1.- larmland
Semi-enclosed valley-side Garmiland
l']'|.!-|.'l'| l...'h“h."!."r anil ri|'|;_-||.:“_-.
S - |||'-.l..‘d '|.-.|'|I|.'}'~r .ur'l.rl ri1'|:._'||_-~.

Limestone Wolds Landscapes
Open limeslone wolds
Semi-enclosed imoestone wilds
(larae-gcale)

Semi-enclosed limestone wolds
(smaller-scaled

Cloy Walds l_.,l|l'll‘|'l-.l_1|||-._"l-.
Opien clay wolds

Semi-enclosed clay wolds (large-

Semi-enclosed clay wolds (smaller-
sl

Clay Vale Farmland
Floodplain pasture
Open flat vale farmland
Semi-enclosed flat vale farmland
Open rolling vale farmland
Semi-enclosed rolline vale farmiand
Flaod plain wellands

Farklanmd landsc apies
Farkland
Estate farmland

aub-rural landscapes

= Rural frinze land

o Sport landscapes

s Airfields and MO siles
« Minerals and landfll siles

Valley landscapes

Thesa Endscapes comprise the vanous valeys
which dissect and conlrasl wilh (he rolling
Cotswold plateau and dip-siope.  They ocour at
vaying scales but all have a distinctive valiay
form creating intimate, encosed @eas of
farmiand = The smaber V-shaped valleys ame
trealed 2 a sgle Bndscapa unit, while lamer
valleys with a U-shaped profite are divided indo
walley-fioor and sdes. A separale type descibes
particularly complex and inircate landform of
valliys and rdges wher it cannot aasly be
dividied into 1S cormponent pans

The fallowing valley types have been dentified.

« Minor valleys - smalscals enclosed and
intimate rbwtares of main valley systems,
typecally with a distinctive V-shaped profile;

« Valley floor farmland - the distinctive flal
foor of lager valeys, typically occupied by

floadplain pastune and with pasioral, rpatan
characier;

« WValley-side farmland - distinctive, sioping
valle-side landfonm hypical of langer vallins
diveded betwaan a pradominantly aparrand a
sam-tncinsadcharachr,

« Valleys and ridges - complex systems of
haaaly folded and ‘corrugated’ minor valiays
dinidad by nafmow Rdges, spurs and low hils
Aas with an open and semienchsod
charscter are dislingushed.

Limestone Wold andscapes

Thesa are the landscapes which oocur fo Ehe
norih of the Upper Tharmmes Vale on higher, mom

pronounced landform undedain by the Oolitic
Limesiones, Lises Clays and shales of the Colswold
region, They are characlersed by a distinctive
smoothly rolling landform and a predominanthy
large-scale rectinear field pattern bounded by
dry-sione  walls and hedges. Tha main
diferentes he between the structure of
hisicpiroans, troes and wobdland and the sl
and patiem ol enclosune,



The following imastons wolds types have been
identified:

w  Open limestons wolds farmland - hese ang
the wide open, arable landscapes of the
imestone summits and slopes (formarly
extansie grassiand sheepwalks) with a patterm
of large-scaie, regular enciosures, thin, well-
draingd sols and & very sparse network of
hedgersws and ees;

s Semi-anclosed imestone wolds farmiand -
farmed landscapes of the limestone uplands
with a more imact structure of hedgemws,
rees and woods which interrupt the bae
open vistas of the plateas Two main sub-
types are identified: predominanty /e
scas,  arable  farmland with  sbraight
boundanes typical of later enclosures; and
more mixed land use and smalier-sale
patiarn of imegquiar felds with sirong
hedgerow rees and woodland, kypical of
fiedds cut out from former weodland cover,

Clay wold landscapes

These ans landscapes underain by Lower Liss
Clays, glacial deposits and alluvium in the lower
lying parts of the Cowwolds, Their softiy rolling
landform and thicker hedgerows gives them a
distinctively lowland' feel in comparison to the
dry Emestons uplands. Distinctions have been
drawn betaween differences in field pattern and
hedganow struciurns as above:

» Open clay wolds farmland - typically apan,
arsbie landscapes with a pattern of lamge-
scale, reguiar enclosures and sparse network

of hedgersye and reas;
s Semi-anclosed clay wolds fammiand -
farmiand with = stronger sbrociure of

hedgenows and ees, aither with @ lage-scale
regular field pattern, mostly under arable, or
smallerscale megular fields with a more
mixed patternof land use.

Clay Vale Farmiand

The landscapes of the Upper Thames Clay Vale
are characterised by & patchwork of arable fislds
and pashies, hedgerows, rees and woodland
biocks typical of much of lowiand England  Itis
underain by Owford Clay, alluvium and river
gravels and i distinguished by (13 subdued and

low-Eying relief.  Fields are typically bounded by
heciges and ditches rather than the walls of the
stone coundry.  Differences beteeen types nelala
mainly to very subtie differences in landiom, the
dominant land use and the degres of anclosure
provided by hedges and frees.

s Flopdplain pasture - low-lying, wvery flat
pasture found mmediaiely alongside mvers
and watercourses, wilh a distinctive pattem
of tree-lined diches and & tranquil, pastoral
characier;

*  Flat vale farmland = low-lying, very flat
drained and cultivated farmiand within tha
floodpdain, with low horzonsand dominanca
of sy,  Disfinctions ae drawn bebwesan
thosa which are wery open and expansive.
and soi-enchossd Bndecapes with a
stronger sfructure of hedges and frees whilch
fitbar views,

&« Rolling vale farmiand - low-lying cultivated
farmiland, similar to above, but distinguished
by its slight elevation above the floodplain
floor and a discemibla but sublly rolling
lgndforrn,  Distinctions ane drawn betweean
aness which are very open and expensive,
and samienclosed landscapes with a
sironger structure of hadges and trees which
fifber views.

+  Fioodplain wetlands - paris of the flcodpiain
which are characterised by cpen water and
welland habitats, typscally created from tha
axtraction o sand and gravess.

Pariland landscapes

Thesa ame highly distinctive landscapes gesociabed
with large couniry houses and estales where a
formal or designed character hes been Imposed
wpon the underlyinglandscape. They include:

*« Parkland - comprising the grand designed
landscapes of the C18 and other, smaller
amas of formal parkland with  hypical
characlenstics of parkland frees, avenuas,
woods, lakes and other farmal landscape
featuras;

+ Estate farmland - the wider farmed
landscape of lange country estales, typicsily
with 8 matwe, wellmanaged and well-
wooded character (with copses and coverts
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for game), and often with distinclive estale
boundanas and avenues of madure rees.

Sub-rural Landscapes

These ame landscapes which lie within a rural
corecd but which have developed semi-urban
charmcienslics because of their Bnd wses o
proximity to urban influences.  Thair underdying
characier is overwhelmed by specific land usss or
management regimes to  produce  distinctive
landscape types and include:

= Rural fringe land - somewhat scruffy land
(typically smal, fields on the odges of
getfernents) which are not sihctly in
agricultural usa, eg. pony paddocks, smal-
hokdngs,  allotments, waste ground, disused
airfields etc.

«  Bports ndscapes - such a8 golf courses and
paying fickds, which have an intensivaly
managed characier, often unredated to their
landscaps cortad;

= Aiffialds and MOD land - Induding active
pirfields and defence sles with a highly
digtinctive character of fisl open landseape,

large-scala sheds, security fencing el

#  Minerals and landfill sites - where tha
andscape 8 in tha process of being
physically altered ivough actve quamying,
tipping or restoration,

Figure & flustrates the distribution of these
landscapa types aces the district as awhole and
further details of their distinguishing features are
given within  the individual chawacler anea
descripbons. It is important 10 omphasss,
howeever, that the ‘grain' of characlerisation
within a district-wide assessmant i too conrse to
map the more bocalised varations in character
ihat will Inevitably ocour, especially armound tha
fringes of setements. His also importantio note
that, because of the difficulties in drawing
accurate seftlement boundaries, soma landscape
types may include aeas of buill form which do
not  regeier within  the andscape  type
dhscripton,

A Landscape Ohverview

Variations in landscape quality
and condition

West Ondiordshire remains a predominanthy rural
district with soma oculstanding areas of Bndscapa
and a high proportion of very afiracive, unspoill
countryside. The high quality of its landscape I3
confirmed by the designation of a large part of
thie district within the Cobswolds Area of
Outstanding Matural Beauty (a8 nalional
designation) and by the indusion of most of the
remainder within the Ama of High Lendscaps
Valhie (3 local designaban),

Given that most of the dstricts landscape is
infringically of high quality there ame, nonetheless,
some gublle vanations in condiion within i,
eveny within the designaled aress  These
primarily resull from a weakening of landscape
structure through intensive farming practices,
such a8 the removal of traditional dry-stone wallz
and the creaton of bare, arable ‘praines’. While
these landscapes can =il ba impressive, they lack
the ecological or visual diversity which
characterses some of the more richly-patterned
Brdscapes.  Lack of management, and some
specific land uses like quamying, can also affect
bdscape and ecological condilion and be
desiructive [0 nafural’ endecape elaments,

Defferent enhancement seges ane requsied to
daal with thesa conditions, & defined on page 3.
Their distnibubion across tha district s Blustrated
in Figunt § 3nd surmnmarised below. Howewer, il
masst be siressed that the differences are subtle
and even fhose Bndsapes within tha
‘reconstruct’ categary are not serously degraded
by wider slandards.

Consere

Landscapes which fall into the consene calegory
are those which have a parlicularly strong,
unspoiltcharacter, a diverse and intact landscape
stnucture, high aesthetic appeal and a range of
valusd habdats and achasologcal resoUMES

These primar ly comprise:

*  the outstanding landscapes of the sighteanth
penfurny parks and other scenically atiractive
aneas of parkland and estate landscape,

» the unspoilt, pasioral and tranguil Roodplain
and valley landscapes of the River Thames,




Windrush, Evenlode and Ghyme and their
minor ibutaries,

= the scemically diverse, richly-pattemed and
tendured landscapes of the northenn and
inonsbons valleys and rndges,

# some of the othar paricularly altractive well-
woodad and enclosed landscapas with
reminand ancient woodland on the limesione
and in the vala, such = aound Lew and
above Swinbrook.

Strengthen

Landscapes wilhin the ‘sirengthen’ category
represent rural, atiractive landscapes bul which
ge not guite s special or disinctive & thosa
Esled abowe They would benefit from some
enhancemant to strengthan weakansd landscape
struciura and reinforce local distindiveness.

These within the Sirengthen 'a’ calegony are those
which require only modest enhancement and
primarily comprige:

& [hose pars of the limesione and clay wolds
which have refained a strong struciure of
hedgerows and trees and a mixed pattern of
finlds and kand wses (e the mora ‘ancient’,
assaed  lBndscape to the  south  of
Wilchwood Forest),

« Hhose pats of the clay vale which have

the south of Eynsham Park];

= geas of cultivaled farmiand withen the fAai
nver ooimsdors which ack the pasioral
qualites of the Moodplain farmiand Bt
which have retained a good struciure of
hedgarows and rees.

their ecological value is diminished and they kack
thie varaty and ‘health' of some of the mone

richly-patterned landscapes. They include:

Reconstruct

Only a few pocsts of landscape fall within the
reconstruct calegory.  These represant [andscapes
which have undergons major change in
character, such & grawal pits and fimesions
quarmas and other finge land wees thal, in visual
e, do not fit comfortably within the rural
landscape. Thay include:

s goiive and disused aiffislds a1 Brize Noron,
Enstone and near Bradwell Grove which
intrude upon the nrad sosme or have @
derebct and somewhal degraded character,

=  pockets of land on the Finges of the main
saflements which are affected by unsighily
lard uses and bullt foem;,

= mingral extracion stes on lhe Emeslone
wolds and, particularly, within the ciay vale,
where the natural landscape hes been






PART ONE

STUDY CONTEXT



THE STUDY

Background

Ower recent yoears, there has been growing
racogntion of the role of landscape assassment
# a bass for couniryside planning and
management. In paricular, the wse of Bndscape
issnsETEt & & tool for dasonibing the charachar
ﬁwmum&ﬂmmlm
important first step in conserving and enhancing
Tem, and for planning for susiinable
denvedopment in rural aeas,

The impetus for prepanng Bndscape assessments
al a district level his come from bwo main
deections:

= the Countryside Commission actvely
ancourages local planning  authonties 1o
underake  distich-wide aSsessments o
provige an informed background for policy
and devalopment control decissons and for
countryside management. B has published
dofailed guidance on landscape assessment
and has recently produced a ‘New Map of
England’ which prowvides & broad conbesxt fior
defining landscape characier at a local level
It also promotes the concept of local
destinctiveness through Its Design n tha
Countryside’ initiative.

= Government advice contalned within tha
revised PPGT (February 1997) takes forward
these approaches and encourages planning
authonties o undertake compréhensve
lardiscape assessments @5 part of the local
plan review process The extent and
effectivenass of local landscape designations i
1o ba given parficular consideration in such
TEVIERWT.

Iry ressporese (o this background, West Codfordshire
Distict commissioned Atantbc Consultants io
prepane @ disirict-wide landscape assesament ks
main ojective = to incréase understanding of
the landscape resources of the distict, to asss
with policy formulation and developrment control
ad to assEt with the tasgeling of resources for
enhancament and managemant,

The Sludy

Whilst the assessmend (3 primarily intended o
assiet tha District Councll, | is also considered 1o
be of relevance to a wide renge of onganisations
and indhiduals whose activiles may have an
effect upon the andscape of West Oxordshire.
Thessa will inchede bndowners, fammers, private
e inberes] groups.

The beef oullied the following main
requiramentsof the study;

& to hdentify snd descibe the attributes of tha
landscapd (Doth fatural and man-midde) that
eorirbute o ool disfnctvenass:

o to provide 8 breakdosn of the district into
aneas: of distinctive landscape characier;

* to examine the relationship between the
landscape and patterns of setilement and
buildings;

« o identify simple anhancemant stratogies
and priodities for esach lEndscape ype;

& and 16 identify varlabons in landscape
sensitivity acoes the District and its ahility to
accommodale changa.

Structure of the document
This document is divided into three main pants:

= Pari One provides the overall background
and context 1o the shudy, including an
axplanation  of tha approach and
miethodology employed and & brief ovendew
of the Distrit landscape. its formative
infiuences and ovierall charscher,

*  Part Two oeals with the individual Character
Ageas, dascribingin dedail their Brdscass and
seflement charscler fogether  with
appropriate  guidelnes for  landscape
anhancamant and built developmeant;

= Pat Thres povides mone doetaided
essessment of the finges of a number of key
seftiements (maindy local senvioe centres)
within the district.



APFPROACH AND KATIONALE

landscape character assessment

Cer recent years, there has been a general trend
away from quantitative systems of landscape
evaluation towards an approach based upon
understanding the intringic character of a
locality and s distinctive features, allowing
land wee planning and managament o respond
to the kcal landscape vemacular.  This
approach is explained within the Bndscape
assessment  guidance  published by the
Countryside Commission (CCP423), which forms
the basis for this shedy.

The approach recogrises thal the character of the
landscape is nol simply @& scenic of visual
phenomenon bul is the product of its
physiography, history and land management It
mecogrises that factors such a8 ecology, hislory
and culfure, have a bearfing upon the way
landscape 13 axperanced and valued and thal
these factors should also to be taken Into account
within the sssessmerd process. Owerall, the
approach  refies upon a mix of objactive
recording and subjactive judgement, usad in a
systematic and leraliveway,

The assessrmenl process has  involved  the
folicwing main stages of work:

« Desk study - |his sage invabaed the collation
of awide rangs of axisting information on the
physical and human influences that have
ghaped the landscape of the disiict. The
process involved ‘overay mapping’ of key
woodland COVET, and st of
ecoboglcalfistorical importance eic] = well
B demied examington of other
documentary, map-based or photographic
evidenca, Oiher lendscepe esessments (eg
the New Map of England and Cotswolds
ADMB assessment) were also consulted to
provide contest and consistency.

Field survey - this part of the study involved
fraveling exiensively throwghoul the distict,
recording detailed wvaratiors in landscape
character and key fealures onio 1:25,0:00
bass maps.  Other faciors, such &8 evidence

of presswes on the lendscape and key
managamenl o anhancement noees wene
also noted during the field survey

s Analysis - this stage involved combining the
results of the desk and field studes 1o
produce a breakdown of the digtrict inio areas
of distinclive charactar.

The sssssarrard exarmines isndecape characier at
two levels.  Firstly, it looks at the way in which
pariicular landform and Bndoover  elements
combine to produce distinctive landscape types.
These ane generic descriptions and the types can
rapeat acoss the  district withoud  necessarly
beimg related to geographical location.

Landscape types are pariculardy useful & & tool
for understanding the detsiled pattern of
landscapa variation that ooours acoss the district
m a whole and to sssist in day to day
development controd decisions.  However, In
planning policy and management terms, it is &
important to understand the landscape characier
and qualities of particular places or aneas, 50 thal
appropriate policies and achion can be appled af
a local level. Thensfors, it is common pracios o
define landscape character areas. These are
urits of landscape which may embrace 8 nusnber
of differant landscape types but which in some
way have a cohenent and recogrisable ‘serse of
place’ or local identity.

it is important to sess that the boundaries
between landscape lypes o between character
areas are ranely distinct.  instead, the boundaries
tend lo be best approssmations of & gradual bul
discernible change in character. It is abso
imporiant to sess that landscape character ransdy
shops at the district boundany and will Lsually

The besis for the division of West Osfordehing
District into distnctive landscape types and

character arcas, & explained in the Lndscape
owerview sechion,



Guidelines for landscape enhancement

Approach io evalualion

The second part of the study Involves identifying
varigtions in landscape guality and condition
across the district, primarily to allow appropfiate
guideiines  for  landscape consenvabion,
management and enhancemeniio be defined,

The gim & therefore, notto identify the ‘best’ or
‘worst quality landscapes within the district but
1o examine the inbrinsic quality and condition of
individual landscape fypes so thatl intervention
can be targeted 1o the most neady ereas.  This
approach hos therefore been appied aooss the
whoka of the district landscape Imespactive of the
presence of existing landscape designations.

Lisingthe experence and judgement of the study
tesamn, each Bndscape type was assssed in barms
of the following aftribuies (based upon
Countryside Commission guidalings):

= Soenic quality - the degres 1o which the
landscape is attractive with pleasing patierns
and combinations of landscape feabnes:;

= Saree of place - the exeni to which the
bEndscape has a distinclive character and a
‘marge of place’;

« Unspoilt character - the degres to which
bndstape:  slruchene i85 intact  and  Fhe
landscape is affected by inlrusive or defracting
influences,

contribute tn landscape guality and value.

The Bndscaps types wane than assigred one of
tna following enhancament sirategias:

» Consenie - this strabegy applies where the
lardiscape is of panticularly high scenic quality,
is unspailt, retains a strong. intact bndecape
struciune and sensa of place, and offen
conkang aneas of lestures of ecological or
culbural heritage  significance. In these
brdscapes, consenvalion & an overwhalming

priomty in order to maintain  Bndscapes
charmcier and quahly,

Annmmach and Ralionale

sami degred & those in he above calegony.
These landscapes ane also imporiant to
conserve but would benef from some
enhancement  through  approgeiale  land
management, (o shengthen weakened
kil siruclurgd  and  quality and 1o
reinforca local distinctivenass.

The dagree to which landscape structure and
characier require sirengthening differs acmes
the District. A distinction & therefore drawn
inthis category batwean ‘s’ Brdecapes, whera
only modest strengthening i$ requined, and 'L’
bandscapes,  where more significant
sirengthening (= required io restore landscaps
struchire and feafunes thal have baen
wenkenad by intensive farming practice,

* Reconstruct - this siraeqy appbes in those
aress whers the characier and quality of the
landscape hes been substantially modified by
poor land managemant, non-agriciltural g
Lses, of inbrushve lestures, eg. aiffelds,  buill
development, minersl esdracion, poads,
powar Enes el They require more
sigrificant  intervention o miligate the
influence of detracting land uses or featunes,
1o mise landscaps quality and [0 neconsiruc]
landscapa character and identity.

it Is important to sress that these strategies do
not equate with amy nationally established Syshem
of yardstick bul are adapled from Coundryside
Commission guidance to suit the partcular
circumstances of Wast Oodordsihine District They
should therefore be regarded s Indicative of
differences in quality and condition which ocour
within the context of the disirict and
comparisons should not be made with similar
siraleges applied eisewhers.

The vanations in landscape guality and the
application of enhancament siraleges across the
disirict are axplained in the andscaps overview’
section.




Enhancementpnnciples

The guidelines for landscape enhancement am
intended to provide advick on the mos
appropriate type of  management or
enhancamant needed to maintain or s
BEndscape gualty within gach chardcher grea Ay
a general nde, they are aimed at reinforcing or
sirengthening exstng characterstics in the
landscape rather than promoting widespread
landscapa  change Specific guidelines on
enhancement priorties are sel out for each
character ama bul a number of more gensral
peinciples are outined opposite.  In addition, a
tabde showing characteristic native species that
typically ocowr within the different Endscape
bypes 15 contained within Appendix 2.

Machamizms

Clearty, most of thesa obpectivis mvalvie changes
i lard nmgepﬂﬂlcﬂ can only be achewed
through voluntary co-oparation. However, thara
are a number of potential ways in which the
guidalings can b laken fonsard. incleding

e fthrough wvarous intiafives, grants and
incentive schemes operaled by local
authortes and othar Statulory sgences:;

« through the work of countryside managamianl
senvices run by local authorities or other

Bgencas,

« through the work of voluntany bodies and
community groups imvolved i local
emdronmental or lendscape projects;

« throwgh the activities of farmers and other
privite LEnooATIEns,

» hrough development briefing and the wme of
pAAnMING QM.

k is important o dress that the achisvamant of
landscaps snhancement through development
propossis would only ba appropriate whene tha
developmant el was in compliance wilh
grategic and local planning poScies.

CGENERAL PRINCIPLES FOIE ENHANCEMENT

coiil i hute to local dhsting “l.i_ fPSE:

in general, intervention should aim 1o
restore  div ity amd sirocture o the
Famelscagee (x woush hedzermy and tree
planting, habitat creation clc) fo reflect the
varicd lypical Lindscapes of 1l Dhistricks

the ‘infact’ examples of Landscapue
types described within this assessment,
ang historical maps and records; can be
used s a puide o the most appropriate
form of enhancement;

particular pricrily should be given 1o the

of  intrusive  fealures  or
ces which delract from Lhe rural

el with
guarrying activities, insensilive  highway
improvemoenis elc.);

special attention should alsa be given o
the iohancemiEn] of selllemend nmaes anel
rid corridors Lo reduee their impact and
(6} prr:tiqh* a clear definition Delween ikt

areas anil Qe uanirysiie:

sirong landscape framewirks should be an
pntegral prard of any new developmand.




Guidelines for built development

The third pai of the sludy loouses on the
inherent characienstcs and qualities of the
landacape that will deterrmne s sensihvily to
change and, in particular, s ability to
accommodate new development,

Policy contaxt

Current Gowernmuenl advice contained within
PPGET (revised February 1987) places & fimn
emphasis on protaction of the countryside for s
own sake even in aess of no  specal
designafion, and aduwees that development in tha
countryside should maintain and enhance ihe
ervironmant Thes advice 15 eflacted in policies
conteened within the Oxlordshire Counby
Structure Plan and tha West Oxfordshire Local
Plan (adopled in Movernber 1997),

The Local Pan currently contains @ number o
polices which spocifically sssk to prolect the
character and ‘quality of the landscaps from
potentially achverse impacts of development (as
listed opposite). A particular emphasis 5 placed
upon this prabection of designated ameas (ie. tha
Cotswoids Ansa of Qulstanding Natural Besuwly,
the Area of High Landscape Vaiue, which covers
musch of the remainder of the district, and Pales
and Gargdens of Special Interest).  Howeves,
Policy ©O1 of the plan recognises the
imporance of protechng all andscaps, even
non-designated areas, for Bs own sake, while a
rumber of other policies (eg. BE3, C03, CO10,
HiZ, R13 TM1} refer to the need to protect the
lanccaps sefting of sefilements or ofhensise
safequard the Bndscape from adverser impacts. of
devilapment

The Local Plan indicates a general presumption
agairet housing developrent in open countryside
but ofter tpes of development may ba
permitted Dy the plan  Where this is the sy
the aim is to ensume that it can be integrated
sengivedy withoul adwers: impacl on the
landscape. This andscape assessment aims 1o
provide = much information & possible fo
enabie the local authorty and others to make
such judgements. Although it will cleardy ba oo
coase 3 tool bo deal with many sie-specific
Bsues, the principles and considerations cutlined
within the assessment can equally be applied at a
mipre iocal level,

SELECTED EXTRACTS FROM KEY LOCAL PLAN
POLICIES AFFECTING LANDSCAPE

FOLICY CO1: Proposals Tor deselopment in
the countryside will be considered againgd the
need o safeguard its beauty, the diversity of
its nmatural resowrces, and s ooolozical,
agriculiural and recreational values.

POLICY CO: In the Cotswolds Areas of
Ouitstantding Malural Beauly conservalien and
enhancement of its special landscape gualities
will be the overnding  consideral
Although regard will be had to the econpmic
and social well-being of the area any
development should ot harm 15 naloral
b auly,

POLICY CO7: In Areas of High Lamdscape
Value shown on the proposals map the Council

will seek to profect and enfuince the bealy of
the area,  Development should nol have an
adverse impact on (e landscape.

POLICY ©CO&: Within the Armea of Hi:l_'.]l.
Landscape Valoe near the River Thames and ils
tributaries, new developmcnl should be sited,
designed and lands s Lhat it does not
dedract from the special character of these
riverside areas.....

POLICY BEZ: All developimend showld be of a
high standard of design and apy

will s r:«.pl:ilq:il [T e T T |

surmounding  countryside  which

altractive selling Lo a setther
thi seali, patberm, densely and character of s
seltimg. ..

(West Oxlordshire Local Plan (Adopted)




Seasitivity to development

The ability of tha landscape o accommodate
development 15 a comphex Ssue which i3 not
simply refated lo the ntrinsic guality of the
landscape but will depend upen a combination
ol different factors. OFf key Importance will ba
the nailure and scaée of the development e,
along with

= the potential impacis of lhis development on
distinclive landscape and settement
character;

« the polential impacts on indrinsic landscape
quality and valued featuras and the owerall
sansitivity of the landscapeto change;

= the visual sensifivity of the lbndscape, le. the
degresa o which it benefs from screening or
filbering of views.

A number of genaral principles for deyel opmaent
in the counlryside, which will apply across the
district, are shown in the table opposite,
Hewever, to make the assessment @8 helpful as
possible, we have provided further guidance on
the sensfiviies of andscapes of differing
character and surrounding & number of key
setlernents, & explained betow.

Guidelines for landscape types

Much of the nformation required to assess (ha
appropriateness of new development in different
landscape types showld be Implicit within the
andscape characler descrpbons and gualily
dvaluations for the individual characier aeas. In
addition, however, some key conclusions on the
ability of dfferent landscape types 1o
accommodate devalopmant are also sumemansed
for each character area.

For further guidance, a matrix iz included in
Appendix 1 wiich identifies some of the ley
characteniatics that need 10 be taken inta account
im assesasing the impact of development propoasts
on individual landscapa types Thase am
grouped under the hmdmst of IandB-:'.Br-m
character, 'setflernent characier’ and lendscape
guality and sensithaly’.

CGLEMNERAL PRIMOCIPLES FOER DMVELOPMENT
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The metrix denlifes a3 range of typical
characteristics (eg. scale, pattern, boundary ypes,
building materiais, visual sensilivity and scenic
quality) for individual landscape types and, in
conjunctionwith the character area descripiions,
may b used & a checklist to guide the
mcceptablity of development proposals within
different parts of this district landscape.

While this additional background information
should help in assessing the appropriateness of
development proposals, it s clearly stll too
generaised to provide all of the answers. The
main purpose of the matrix & therefors, to hedp
introduce a discipling in e assesement of
potential impacts of any development proposal
and 1o enable a degree of transparency (o be
appbed to development control decisions,

Impadtantly, it is atso intendad (o help encouage
those proposang dinsaopman in the countrysids
to view landscape in @ more holistic way and o
consider not only the potential visual impacts of
a development. but aso s impact upon the
infrings; character and quality of the receidng
landscape.

Guidelines for key setifements

The larger satlernents of the District heve, in the
past, inewitably been wnder pressure for
addilional developmeant. Thasa pressures ane
likely to continue, particulady on the finges of
the opporunities for and direction of potential
fudiune growth will hawe to be made. VWhila tha
landarape assessment provides a broad contesd, a
more detaded study of the finges of len key
sotlements has besn underaken in order 1o
prowide a finer-grained anatysis of key landscape
samadtivities and oorsideralions.  They comprise
the main service cenes, with the addition of
Ducklington, because of its proximity fo Viiney,
and the inclusionof Milton-under-Wychwood, as
a secondary local centre within the AQONB.

The ten sefflements are ksbed below, with tha
Characier Areas (o which they ane most dosely
releled given in brackets:

Bampion {10

Burford (8, 9)

Carterion {8)

Charlbury (8)

Chipping Morton {1, 3)
Ducklington (13)
Eynsham(11, 12)
Milton-under-Wychwood (5)
Witnay (8,9, 7, 11)
Woodsiock (4)

The |andscape satling of each seftlament (=
divided into a number of secors for which we
heve summansed the key faciors which may
imfluencs development decsions, namely

* [andscape characterishos,

= vigial chamclensihcs:

= iy EnCSCane SOl and
CongidErations.

We do not seek to recommend aeas for
development.  We smply aim to provide
additional detadl to assst all those Fwohied in
making decisions in respedt of appropriate
development in the landscape.

Further explanation of fese shedies and the

findings of the assessment are presented in Pan
Thiea,



A LANDSCAPE OVERVIEW

Introduction

VWast Cxfordshie 5 8 predominantly nral,
agricuttural distnc which covers a land amea of
around 715 square kilometres, Ibembraces targe
amas of unspoill countryside within  its
boundaries and a diverse pattern of Endscepes,
including rodling limasions uplands, pastoral river
wvaleys, historic parkdand, remnants of ancient
orests,  low-lying farmiand and  rverside
meadews, with a scaltering aof rural vilages and
SOMe langer seltements.

This patterning is the product of the interaction
between the physical structure of the landscape
and the natwre of the wvegeiation and land uses
thart cover i To understand whal makes places
distnclive, it is helpful to summarise the main
physical and human Infuences which have
shaped the dislricts landscape over time.

Physical influences

Tha geology of Wisst Oncfardshine jsee Figure 1) is
dominated by rocks of the Jursssic penod, lakd
down in warm sees 150 million yeas ago, and
forming part of the ‘slane balt' that stretches right
eomes England from Domsel to the Humber., It
comprises a sequence of days and limestones
that dip, and gel progressively younger, towards
the soul-east of the distict. creating two
distinctive broad belts of termain: the Cotswold
Hills and the Lipper Thames Clay Ve,

The Cotswold Hills sweep aomss the centre and
north of the district and are formed by the rocks
of tho middle and lower Juassic. The kwest
sirata in the sequence are the Lower, Middle and
Upper Liss, which are mostly composed of soft
clnys, slistones and shales. Howsver, they also
include a band of Mardsions, a shely ferruginows
limestona, between the Middie and Upper bads.
The mast exdensive sxpasures of the Lower Lias
oocur within the upper Evenlode Valey, whens it
forms a broad, shallow basin characterised by
low-lying and gentle topography (see Figure 2,
with heavy clay sols supporting mixed farmiand
and a strong struclure of hedgerows and
hadosmw trees. The Middle and Upper LUas are

exposed mainly acoss the north of the distict,
whens these sof rocks ane haavily folded and cut
through by rivers and steams to form an anea of
axdirEmely complax topography supporting a rich
pattern of mived farmiand, thick Pecdgemws,
frees and woods,

The Liss is owerlgin by the harder Oofitic
limestones of the upper Jumssic. The Infarior
Oofite ocours in thin locafisead oufcrops maindy
glong the uUpper edges of e rniver valeys
However, like the Madstone, it containg rodks
with @ high iron content, known & Tronstones’
which give rise to the red sols and warm ornge-
coloured building slome charecerstic of the
north-gastcormer of the distnict.

It 15 the theck Bmestone bed of the Great Oolite
which dominales much of the district and gives
the Colswolds its distinctive chasacter, This pake,
hard nock 5 much prized & @ building stons and
itforrms the high, smoothly rolling platesw: which
reach an elevation of sround 220 metres ADD
nzar Chipping Momon and dip gently lowarnds ihe
south-east  Soils tend fo be thin, well-drained
and calcaneous and typically suppor medium-
grade arable farmiand o, ks commonly,
grassiand.  Locaksed deposits of Oxford Clay and
glacial tll around Leafield and Ramsden in the
Wychwood ansa creale heavier, mons acid soils
typically under pasture o woodiand, The
kmesione plateay |2 dissected by the main mver
valeys of the Windrush and Evenlode, with their
alluvial deposits predominantly under pasiure.

A band of coarge, erumbly Combrash limestone
marks (he transition babween the Great Colite
and the ciay vale 1o the south, forming a seres of
lowe bluffs and hils, including the isiand of
tandform within the Windrush vabsy upon which
thia town of Wilney was sied.  The low-lying
flocdplain andscape of the Lippar Thames Clay
Vale iiself ocouples exiensive deposts of Culford
Clay and gliuviusm supporting heavy clay soils and
larger-scale mixed fanmiand with 8 comparatively
stong stuchwe of hedgerows and  ees.
However, lage drifls of river gravels produce
pockets of well-drained. shghtly elevated land
which support mone infenshve arable fFarming and
e a distincivedy ofen charchsrn,



Human influences

The basic physical structure of the landscape has
sigo had a strong influence on pattems of human
pecupation and activity within West Oxfordshire.
Ewvdenca of prehisiorc settlamant indicates that
early setlers had a distinct prefersnce for sies on
higher ground kss prone 1o flooding, with mone
easily worked solds and aoress (o springs or othar
supples of water  Favoued sies are found on
ihe wel-drained, lighl sols of the Cotswold
limestona and ronstone uplands and  the
Thames-side gravels. By confrast, the heavy, wet
sods and woodland cover of the clay lowlands
were less afraciive. The oulcrops of dry
parmeable rocks @so supported a network of
important prehestonc routeways, such & the
Jurassic Way which follows the oolites right
acnss England,

The succession of prehistonc cultiies wes
reaponsibls for radical changes in the landscapa,
They progressivaly cul ceanngs in the dense
forests to oheale edensive open pashuaes of
croplands, frstly on the Eghter solls of the
limesions hills and river gravels bul Eter
exdending Lo the heaier sols of the oy vake,
using iron tools for @es and ploughshares. Thase
early landscapes have snce been obscured by
later land wse patterns but tangible evidence of
early setflemant = found in the scatiering of
tombs, long baows, standing stones and ring
ditches across the Cotswolds

The Romars brought further changes to Weal
Crfordshire, crealing an inlegrated pattern of
nesy setfiements, planned roads and fmed
estates. The process of pre-Roman woodiand
dearances and the development of sophisticated
farming techniques was acceleraled by the
Romans, bringing further aress of free-draining
imesione upiands into  highly  produchive
agriculiural use Tor growing bardey, wheat and
wool which could be marketed af grest towns
like: Cirmncester. The scale of romanisation was
most impressive on gach side of Akeman Street -
# major east o west Roman Road - where it
oosses the valbeys of the Windiush, Bwvenkode
and Glyme and in the neighbourhood of Gom's
Dich. This process creasled a langely open,
farmed landscape, svan in the Wychwood anea
witch was reirvaded by forast in laber ceniunes.
This  highly commercial agnculhire Wik
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accompanied by magnificent country houses and
vilas, such as those al Morth Lelgh and Ditchiey.
From the eady fifth century, the Saxon perdod
browghl the invasion of golups of Gammanic
immigrants who laid the foundations of the
Engiish countryside  They were credited with
further taming of woodiand, heath and msansh to
clear ground for fvestock, and with buliding new
vilages and farming setlements. These weng
mostly concentrated on lighter soils within the
river valleys and on the gravel temaces of the
Thames, diosa to wellwatared river meadows -
examples include Eynsham, which mcomporates
the COld Engish woed for meadow - ham',
Cramney, or Ceomma’s island’, which was
located on a low ledge of gravel safe from the
Thames floodwalers, and Wilney, or VWita's
island’, which stood on a dry combrash outlier
sumounded by aluvial levels The Saons wens
#iso responsiblefor estabiishing extensive hunting
presenes or parks, the management of which
was later codified by the Normans in fonsst i,
Woodstock Park was the earliest hunting ground
of the Saxon Kings and formed part of the
extansive bell of wood, coppice, underwood and
spinney which stretched through the Oxfordshire
countryside bebween the royal foresis  of
Wchwood and Shotover inthe Cford Heights.

By the early middie ages, the Domesday survey
of 1086 revealed an even pattern of sellements
acmes the distict, apart from Wychwood which
remained companaiively amply.  Howewer, this
was atime of expansion and gathening change in
the landscape. Mew vilages, such & Leafield,
Finstock, Remsdan and Hailey, and fields wera
carved out from Wychwood through the procoss
of ‘assarting’, although extensive woodiand cover
mmained. Drainage and reclamation of the
flood-plain fats along the Upper Thames also
created new marshland wvilages such @
Morthmoor and Standlake, The Seady edvancs
of shesp-farming on the Emestone led o a
thriving woollen industry, with earhy fulling mills
estabkshed near Enstone and Witney and the
gand houses of wealthy wodd meschants st
wigible [mihe town buildings of many setiements,
such @8 Burford, Witney and Chipping Mordon.

Climatic, economic and social changes led to the
desartion or shonkage of many medeval vilages,
especially betwsen the Thames and Windrush
mves, Tha graat rabuwilding that fellowed in the
Tudor and Jacobean period was accompanisd
by the development of grand mansions and




manor houses,  Examples within the Colswolds
include Great Tew, Swedord, Heyihrop,
Chadiington, Sarsden, Bruem, Chasteton,
Combury,  Shipton-under-Wychwood — and
Asthall, with eguivalents in the clay vale at
Kelmscodt and Cote. The formal gardens and
parks which suwmounded these houses had a
considerable impact on the landscaps but not o
dramatic & the pichresgue, designed lBndscapes
of the eighteenth cerfury, with which VWest
Ouxfordshire s paticutary well-blesed. The
most nolable eamples  include  Lancelot
'‘Capability’ Brown's work al Blenheim Paiace;
William Kanfs maslemssce al Rousham and af
Détchiey Park; and Humphrey Repton's work at
Sarsden and Greal Tew,

Open farmiand had been steadily enclosed by
hadges,  Banks, sona walls and  somelimes
diches during the sideenth and sevenbeenth
cenburies.  However, these earlier and mode
imeguiar enclosures wene Larpely overshalmed by
tha major pariamentary endosures of the
gighteenth and nineteenth centuries which
transformed he ndscape of much of West
Crfordshire into an almost "Musprinted” pattenn
of squara or rectangular fislds surmounded by
straight thorn hedges or, in the Colswolds, by
glone walls. Mew fams and model astates were
8 feabure of the lendscape and miles of new
wide, siraighl roads were also introduced o
repiace narow winding lenes or to create new
mutes, g between Bamplon and Oodord.

The Victorian penod brought @ number of
specific changes to the landscape of ‘West
Ondordsihing, Firslly, tha act for (he
‘disafforestation’ of Wychwood Forestwas signed
in 1857 and resulted in wholesale dearance of
much of the remaining woodland cover and
replacement with an entinely new landscape of
now farme, rmads and willages. Tha
transformation from royal forest to harvested
orops took only sivesn months end gave birh to
naw setilemants to housa farm labowers, such &
Fordwedls and Mount Skippett. Elsewhirs, other
new ‘ilages were crealed lo accommodate
smallholders, notably the Chantist settemant of
mmhwm.mvm'mpum
s saw the expansion of many setfiemants in
West Owfordshire o accommodate & growing
population. A feature of this was the distinclion
between ‘closed and ‘open’ vllages, brought
about by changes in the Poor Law which meant
that parishes with few landowners actively sought

o keep out the immigration of new people by
buikding only ancugh housss for thair esésting
workforce, This placed the burden of housing
provision upon the ‘open vilages' which
expandad al a considerable rate in 2 sprawling
and haphazard fashion, unlika the compact, well-
shaped order of the dosed settements.  These
distinclions are sl evident today, for essmple
betwesn the ordadiness of Sandford St Martin
and the formmisss, mixed character of naarty
Middia Barion.

Changes (o the lndscape and seftiements of
West Oudordshine during the twentieth century
heve resulted mainly from the presses of
mioderm farming and e growth in demand for
menad hiowsing and mona afficiant commumicalions.
The increasing mechanisaion of post war
agriculhure hes oblieraled meny mies of
hedgerows and woodlands and  transformed
many of the former enclosure landscapes badk to
the bare, open visias of the ancient common
fieids  Fecent agr-emvironment intiathves (=g,
Couniryside Stewardship) seek o reverse (hase
rends and, in effect, 1o replace some of the lost
struciure and biclogical diversity of the fonmer
endcmee Bndscapes.  For exampia, within the
Upper Thames Tributaries Ervironmentally
Senative Ared, the amphasm m on rebtumeg &
wider range of wetland habilats o the rver
valleys whila in the arable uplands, INCNTWeS an:
availabla for hedgarow planting, commersion of
arable land to grasstands (possibly restoring the:
former character of the broad Cotswold
‘sheapwala’) and the creation of mone dverse
field margine. However, farming practice is =il
primarily driven by markel forces and financial
subsaies and whilst the cumeni sysiems of
incenthves remain in place, the effects of the agri-
environment policles on the landscape will be
siow (o malenatse,

Demographic changes and improvements in road
and rail communications continue to place
signiicant pessues on the  distict  Bo
accommodate new housing, although much of
fhis pressure has been successidly mssied
parscularly in the smaker rural selements, A
lezs obwious effect of the prospenty of (his ama,
howessar, 18 the gradual 'suburbanisation’ and
‘gentrification’ of many of the districls villages and
a gradual erosion of lotal distinctivensss. The
s effects ane evident across the distict and
are manifested in more ‘wiban’ types of fmcing,

surfacing,  buildings, lighting and  highway
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freatments, which cumulatively detract from the
fraditional, rural character of the wvillage o
hamiat. Other changes in the landscape nclude
axdensive mineral edraction, which hes
transformed.pars of the Upper Thames/Lower
Windrush Valey.

In planning for futwre change wilhin West
Oxfordshere, the main challenge # to provide a
suitable balance between the contrasting caims
for housing and business expansion on the one
hand and maintenance of the generally unspoili
rural qualitias of the landscape on tha other.

Variations in landscape and
visual character

Hawing esxplained the undetying physcal and
human nflusncas that have shaped the overall
landscape of West Codordshine, the process of
sorting the landscape into units of distinctive
character helps further to unravel the faciors that
contribute to local Bndscape character.

T process of characiersation hes  bean
informed by otfver landscaps assessments wihich
apply to West Ondordshine,  In particular, the
study aims to ba broadly consistent with the
Countrysices Commission's Countryside Charachar
Map of Engand, which provides a
nationalregional context for defining charscter
agax and other BGBndscape Esessments
specifically prepansd for the Cotswolds ACOMNEB
and the Upper Thameas Tributaries ESA

Landscape character amas

The Couniryside Character Map identifies two
regional character areas within the boundanios
of West Oudordshire (see Figurs 3):

s e Cotswolds;
= {he Uppar Thames Clay Vals:

These conform Lo the main topographical and
peckogical regions and provide the broad conbecd
for definkng a fotal of thinesn local character
amas within the dstrct. These are fads of
landscapa which may De quite dwerse in
character bul have some unifying or conststent
glementswhich are rekaled to thesr physical form
or geographical location {see Figura 4). Detailed
descriptions of the Charadcler Areas ane given in
Part Two bat  thelr main  distinguishing
characiertstics are summansad & follows:

1 MNorthern WValleys and Ridges - a
iopographically diversa area of complex
geclogy (o the nodh of Chipping Morton,
whare folding and faulting heve created a
distinctive landscape of valleys and ridges, a
particularly rich pattem of landscape

elemnts and a generaly strong Bndscape
BinUCILINg:



2 Ironstons Valeys and Ridges- an ama wilh
similar landform and landscape pattem to
ihe abowe but which i3 distinguished from it
by the presence of characterdstic ron-rich
red soils and wanmm orange buliding stone;

3 Enstond Uplands - & high nastons plabiau
dissected by the River Glyme bul otherwise
characiensad by roling landform with a

4 Eastem Parks and Valleys - an area of
roiling imestone landscape which |5 haawilly
dissacied by the valeys of the Giyme, Dom
and Cherwell and distinguished by a
particular concentration of formal paks
dasigned Bndscapes and estate famiand;

5 Upper EvenlodaValley - a distinctive area of
rolling mel..mdarlmﬂ which forms a
troad, shallow basin around the upper
reaches of the River Eveniode, chamnciensad
by heavy clay sols and a sirong landscape
strictung of thick hedgerows and frequent
hedgerow ees. in marked contrast with the
limestonea aees bo the south and east

6 Lower Evenlode Valliey - an aea with a
distinctive valley landform which, although
varying in width beblween Shiplon-u-
VWychwood and Biadon, ceates a sense of
enclosure and a particutarly strong pastoral
and ripanan craracher

7  Wychwood Uplands - an area of smooihly
rodling Emestons bounded by the valleys of
ihe Eveniode and Windresh, It hes similar
characteristics 1o the Enstone Uplands butl is
distingueshed by Ihé pesance of tha
exiensive woodlands of Combury Park

rasmnants of the formar Wychwood Fomes],
which confribute to a more encosed
character ai s eastem and:

8 Upper Windrush Valley - the Windrush
Valley dssects the limestone plateau end
forms & distinctive landform unit with s own
particutsr, intimatleand pastoral characher,

9 Shiton Downs = an aea of limestone
landscapea which loms the divide between
the low-lying clay vale 1o the south and the
Windnush Valley and limestone uplands (o
the naorth,

10 Bampbton‘\ale - an area of disinctvely low-
lying but gently roliing landscape lying
batersan the adge of the limasione (o the
north and the very flat, expansive ficodplain
lrdscaps which borders (he R Thames
10 e SOUETC

11 Epsham Vale - & lowlying &ea
characterised by larpe-acaie, rolling farmiand
and including the formal parkiand and wetl-
managed wooded farmiand of Eyrsham Park
and other Bnpe oslales,

12 Lower Windrush ‘alley and Eazstem
Tharmes Fringes - an &rea of distinctialy flat
low-lying landscape occupying  the
Tioodplain® of the River Windrush and the
maging of the Rwer Thames, heavily
modified by mineral axtraction but retaining
areas of floodplain pasture;

13 Weslem Thames Fringes - an amea
occupying the very flat, low-lying landscape
of e Rwver Thames foodplain,
comparafvely free from mineral axtraction
but dominabed by arabies tarmiand,

Landscape Types

Anhough the character aress have a definable
physical context and coherant identity, they ane
inevilably quite dverse in hemsshves. Ban
sublle differences in  landform,  land-use,
landscape stuciure, the degree of wisual
ancosuns and the influence of bullt devalopmant
or specific land uses, can create vamations in
landscapa characler and lacal distinctiveness.

Landscape types ane dassifed into the following

groups, reflecting broad distinctions in landscape
character:

Valley Landscapes;
LimestonaWoid landscapes
Clay Wold lendscapes

Clay vale Bndscapss;
Parkiand and Estale andscanes,

Sub-rural Bndscapes

& mumber of sub-types reflect degees of
characier variaton within the main pes, =
showm in tha following table.



West Oxfordshire Landscape Types:

Valley Landscapus
Minor valleys
Valley floor farmiand
Open 'n..l”u.'g.'-*-.ilh- larmband
Semi-enclosed valley-side Tarmland
Open \'.‘.l“l'-':.'i- ant ridges
Semi-enclosed valleys and ridges

Limestone Wolds Landscapes
Open limestone wolds
SO -Cn ||IZ:-=.I:'|!|- !:-ll'.l.“-ll:JII'._' winlds
|.!|.'|E' .‘I"a‘l_ﬂll_'l
Semi-enclosed imestone wolds
{smaller-scale)

Clay Wolds Landscapes
Open clay wolds
Semi-enclosed clay wolds (large-
scale) .

Semi-enclosed olay wolds (smaller-

Clay Vale Farmlamc
Floodplain pasture
Open flat vale farmland
Semi-enclosed 1lat vale farmland
Open rolling vale farmland
Semi-enclosed rolline vale farmland
Floodplain wetlands

Parkland landscapes
= Parkland
= Estate farmaland

Sub=rural landscapes
Rural fringe land
Sport landscapes
Airfields and MOD siles
Minerals and landfill siles

Valley landscapes

These landscapes comprise the varous vallays
which dissed and conlrast with the noling
Cotswold plabeau and @p-slops.  Thay Ooour al
warying scales bul all ke a distnclive valley
form creating mtimate, endosed amas of
farmland. The smaller V-shaped valleys ane

treated & a singe lbndscape unit, while lErger
walleys with a U-shaped profile are divided into

wvalley-floor and sdes. A separaile type desaibes
partscularly complex and inticate andform of
valiys and ndgas where it cannol easly be
dividad inlo its component parts

Thui: Fallownng vallay types have bean identified:

e Minor valleys - smaliscale enclosed and

intimate tributaries of main valley sysiems,
hypicalhy with a distinctive V-shaped profile;

» Valley floor farmland - the dstinchve Bal
floor of larger valleys, lypically occupsed by
fisodplain pasture and with pasioral, dparian
characier;

=« Valley-side farmiand - dsbinctive Sliopng
valliny-side landiorm typical of langer valleys,
dividad babwaan a predominantly opean and a
sernianciosadcharacies,

« Valleys and ridges - complex Sysens of
haavily folded and 'cormugated” minor valleys
divichied by narmow nidges, spurs and [ow hils,
Apas with an open and semianciosed

characher are disbnguished,

Lirestone Wold landscapes

Thesa are fhe Endecapes which oocur 1o the
morth of the Upper Thames Vale on higher, mom
pronounced landiorm underlain by the Dolitic
Limastones, Lias Clays and shales of the Cotswold
region, They ane characlansad by a distinclive
smoothly rofling landform and a predominanthy
large-scale rectilinear field pattern bounded by
dry-stone  walls and hedges The main
diferance: Lo between the structure of
hatgeroes, ees and woodland and the s=a
and patiem ol enclasura.



The following limestons wolds types have besn
identified:

» Open limestone wolds Tarmland - these ane
the wide open, amable landscapes of the
imestone summits and slopes  (formerly
exdensive grassiand sheapwalks) with a pattern
of lange-scale regular encosures, thim, wedl-
drained scils and a very sparse network of
hadgarows and rees;

» Sami-enclosad limesione wolds farmland -
farmed landscapes of the limestone uptands
with a more intact structure of hedgerows,
tnses and woods which interrupl the bare
open vistas of the plaleau. Two main sub-
types are idenfified: predominantly lage-
scafe,  arable  farmland  with  straight
boundaries typical of kaler enclosures; and
moe mixed land uwse and smaler-salo
pattern of iregular fiskds with stong
hedgerow rees and woodland, typical of
fields cut out from former woodiand cover.

Claywold landscapes

These ae landscapes underdain by Lower Lias
Clys, glacial deposits and alluvium in the lower
lying parts of the Cotswolds. Their softly rolling
andiorm and thicker hedgerows gives them a
distinctvaly 'lowland” feel in comparison lo the
dry Emesione uplands. Distinctions have been
drgen between diferences in flield pattern and
hedgerow struciure as above:

« Open clay wolds farmiand - typically cpan,
arable landscapes with a patlemn of lange-
scale, reguiar enclosures and sparse network
of hadgensss and nees;

« Sami-anclosed clay wolds farmland -
farmiand with a stronger structure aof
hedgerows and rees, either with a lape-scalo
reguiar field pattern, mostly under arable. or
smaller-scale megular fiekds with a8 more
mixed pattern of land use.

Clay Vale Farmiland

The landscapes of the Upper Thames Clay Vale
are characterised by a patchwork of arable felds
and pasiures, hedgerows, trees and woodland
blacks typical of much of lowland England. It &
underiain by Ooford Clay, alluvium and river
gravels and is distinguished by Its subdued and

low-lying relief, Fields ane typically bounded by
hedges and ditches rather Bhan the walls of the
gipre country,  Differences babween types relats
mainly to wary sublle diferences (n landform, the
dominant land use and tha dagrea of ancloswie
provided by hadges and tees.

+ Floodplain pasture - lowhing wvery flat
pasture found Immediately alongside rvers
and walercolursss, with a distinclive pattem
of tree-lined ditches and & tranqull, pastoral
characher,

"  Flat vale farmland - low-lying, very fiat,
drained and cultivated farmiand within the
floodplain, with low horizonsand dominance
of sky, Distinctions am drawn between
thosa which are wery opon and axpansive,
and semienciosed landscapes with a
sinonger struciure of hedges and treas which
filter vieas.

» Rolling vale farmiand - low-lying cultivated
farmiand, similar to above, but dstinguished
by ils slight elevation above the focdplain
fioor and @ discernible but subtly rolling
landform, Disfinctions are drawn between
ageas which are very opan and expansive,
and semiendosed landscapes wilh a
stronger structure of hedges and trees which
fither views.

=  Floodplain weliands - parts of the floodplain
which are characierisead by open wabter and
wetland hebitats, typically created from the
edraction of sand and gravels.

Paridand landscapes

These ara highly distinctive Bndscapes assocabed
with large country houses and estales where 5
formal or designed chamacter hes been Imposed
upon the underying landscape. They include:

« Parkland - comprising tha grand designed
fandecapes of the C18 and other, amaller
amss of formal pardand with  Bypécal
characterstics of parkland trees, Svees,
woods, lakes and olher formal landscape
feabras;

= [Esteie farmland - the wider famed
landscape of large country estabes, typically
with a maiure, wellmanaged and wall
wooded character (with copses and coverts
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for game), and oflen wilh distinctive estate
boundaries and svenues of malling rees.

Sub-rural Landscapes

These @e landscapes which lle within a rural
conbext but which have daveloped sami-urban
charactenslics because of their land wEes or
procdgmity to wiban inflesnces.  Their underying
character is overwhelmed by specific land uses or
managemenl regimes to  produce  distinciive
landscape bypes and includa:

= PBural fringe land - somewhal scruffy land
(typically smal, flelds on the edges of
setlemants) which am not siictly in
agriculiural use, ey pony paddocks, smal
holdings, aliotments, waste ground, dsusad
airfieids elc

»  Sports landscapes - such & golf courses and
playing feids, which have an inlenshedy
managed character, often unmelated (o thes
landscape conbext:

= Airfields and MOD land - incheding aciive
aifinids and defence stes with a highly
distinctive character of flat open lendscape,
lerge-scale sheds, security fencing eic;

= Minerals and landfill sites - where the
landscapa i in the proocess of being
physically altered through active quamying,

fippéng or restoration.

Figue 5§ ilustrates the distribution of hesa
landscapa typas acroes the district as awhole and
furthar daetails of their distinguishing featunes. are
ghen within the individual choracler aea
descripions. It is important (o emphasse,
howevar, that the ‘grain’ of characiersation
within a district-wide assessmont it too conrse 1o
map e mone localised variations In character
that will inevitably oo, espedally acund tha
finges of seslements. Itis also importantto note
that, because of the difficulties in drenwing
acoursie satflemant boundares, some landscaps
types may include @eas of built form which do
not  register within  the landscape type
description.
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Variations in landscape quality
and condition

West Onfordshire remaens a pradominanthy rural
district with some outstanding areas of landscape
and a high proportion of very aliraciive, unspoilt
countryside. The high quality of its landscape |s
confirmed by the designation of a large pan of
thie disirici within the Cotswolds Area of
Outstanding Matural Beauty (3 national
designation) and by the inclusion of most of the
remainder within the fAmea of High Lamndscapa
Walue (a local designation),

Given that most of the cesbricts landscape is
imfrinsécally of high guality theme are, nonethelass,
sorme sublie variations In conditlon within it
even within the designaled amsas.  These
primarily resull from a weakening of landscapa
structure through intensive farming pracioss,
such a8 the removal of raditional dry-stone walls
end the creation of bere, arable 'praines’. While
these landscapes can still be impressive, they lack
the ecological of visal diversity which
characierses some of the mare richly-patterned
lendscapes.  Lack of management, and soma
specific. and s ke QUITYING, can also affect
landscape and ecological conditon and be
destructve to 'natural’ landscape elements,

Differant enhancement siraleges ane required (o
deal with thesa conditions. & defined on page 3.
Their dstribution acoss the district i llustrated
in Figure 6 and summarised below. However, it
missl e sressed that the dfferences ane subtla
and oven those landscapes within  thae
‘redonstruct cateqory are not serously degraded
by widhr stanodands

Conserve

Lardscapes which Eall inlo the consenve calegory
are those which hawe a particulary strong,
unspoiltcharacier, a diverse and intact landscape
struciure, high sesthetic appeal and a range of
valusd habitats and anchasclogcal rESOUTES
These primarily comprise:

=  the oulstanding landscapes of the aighteanth
cenury parks and other scenically attractive
areas of parkland end esiale landscapa,

= the unspoilt, pastoral and trangquil Roodplain
and valley bndscapes of the River Thames,




Windrush, Evenlode and Glyrme and their
mingr inbutanas,

« the soenically diversa, richly-patiermed and
taxiurad |andscapes of the northamn and
ironstone valleys and rdges:

» some of the other particulary atiractve well-
wooded and enclosed andscapes with
remadenl anclent woodland on the limaestons
and in the vala, such & around Lew and
Aol Seanbroak,

Strengthen

Landscapess within  the ‘strengther’  category
represent rural, atractive landscapes but which
am not quite @0 special or dEstinctive & those
isted above. They would banefit from soms
enhancement 1o strengthen weakenad landscape
structune and reinforcs local distinciiveness:

Those within the Strengthen 'a’ calegorny ae those
which require only modest enhancemeant and
primarily comprise;

s those pats of the Bmesione and day wolds
which have refained a sirong struciure of
hadgerows and trees and a mixed pattem of
fiedds and land (8es (eg the mone ‘ancent’,
assarted landscape to the south of
Wychwood Forest);

= those pars of the cay vale which have
ralained a strong struecture of hedgermes and
trees and where vanations in kendform and
land 1me create soms visusl diversity (eg to
the south of Eynsham Park);

= aeas of cultivated farmilamd within the fiat
river cofmdors which fack the pasioral
gualiies of the floodplain farmland but
which have retained a good stuchee of
ricigarows and inses.

Those landscapes within the Stengthen 'b
calegory lend o be those which have a
particulardy denuded character. Whila their opan
character may be impressive, allowing extensive
viaws, for example, Booes the Cotswold plabesn,
their ecological valus is diminished and they Lok
thie variaty and hesith’ of some of the mora

richly-patterned landscapes. They inciude;

» the intensively farmed and  highly
mechanisad arable "praine’ landscapes of tha
open  limestone wolkd on the  Cotswold
piateay;

e [he low-lying and windswept open arable
tarmiand of the Clay Vale, typically
assonaed with deposts of lemace graves.

Reconstrict

Only a fow pockets of bndscape fall within the
reconsiruct categary. These represent landscapes
which have undergone major change in
character, such & gravel pits and limestane
quames and other fringe land uses that, in visual
terms, do not fit comfortably within the rural
fandscape.  They include:

= active and cisused arfields at Brize Morton.
Erstone and rear Bradwell Grove which
intrude upon the rural soene o have a
derefict and somewhat degraded characier,

" pockels of land on the fringes of the main
settements which ane affecled by unsightly
land uses and built form;

= mineral exiraction shes on the limesions
wolds and, particutarty, within the day vale,
where the natursl lBndscape hes been
disnupted or destroyed and planl, machingry,
vetucies, road improvements elc.  detract
fromi bocal landscape quality,
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1: NORTHERN VALLEYS AND RIDGES

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

A topographically dbserse ares of complex
geciogy to the narth of Chipping Moron, whene
folding and faulting have created a disfinctive,
‘cormugated  landstape of valeys and rnidges
Landform has influenced land wse, with a typical
pattern of smaler-scale fields on sieeper slopes
and valley bottoms and langer-scale fislds, mosily
18 characlerzed by a generally sirong landscape

structure of thick hedgerows, hedgerow trees and
scatterad belis of woodland

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

To the north of Chipping Morton, the Emestons
plates is broken up by & series of complex faults
which have exposed the underlying days and
siftsiones of the Upper and Middle Liss seres.
These sofier mcks have been eroded by
numerous sireams and rivers 1o form a complex
network of valleys separaled by two main
Emastona ndges, running S o ME with many
minor spurs and pockets of higher ground in
between. This complex topography creales great
vanety in the landscape and a sense of intimacy
and enclosure within the valley bofloms.  In the
far north-westermn comer of the district, the land
falls sharply into the broad low-lying day wold
landscape of the Vale of Moreton.

LanDCOVER

Underlying geclogy and relief both influence
pattens of vegetation and land wa  Tha free-
draining soils and kwvel ground of the imestons
ridgas favour indensive arable cultivation with
sparse hadgerow and tree cover.  Inconirast, the
sheeper slopes and heavier clay solls of the valeys
ama leks easily worked and héwve a more mixed
and infimate patiern of pasture and amable
farmland. They also support a denser network of
thick hedgerows and bees, with a higher
frequency of woodiand, some of which is of
anclent origin,

LAMDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The distinctive character of this area is defined by
its visual and physical dversity, The complex
network of valleys and rdges and the intricate
palchwork of hGelds, bedges and woddland
cormbing to creabe great visual diversity and a rich
pattern of landscape that is difficult to break
down into individual components. However, a
number of Ipml lendscape bypes have been
idenfified, the key characterisfics of which ame
summansed below,

alley lendscapas

Valey floar farmiand

=  distinctive Aal valley floor;

= prgdominantly permanent paste but with
pockats of cultivated and;

» riparian characher, with strong patbemn of
ditchies often lined Dy willow,

= pronetowintes fooding,

= landacape siruchere provided by Bnes and
groups of matune trees, with willow and alder
CONSMACUOUS,

# jinfimate, sembenclosed and pashoral
characiar,

» modarate to low intervisibility, with some
opan views into the valley from above and
some filtered longer views along the vailey
floor.

Cpen valays and ridges

= dstincinvely ocompeex and  wrinkled
topography of interconnected, steep-sidad
valleys, spurs and ridges;

= Underiasin by hesvily folded and fautbed mixed
geciogy at junction of Dolitic Limesione and
Lias Clays

= |lamge-scals patchwork of fields, mainly undar
arable cultivation, bypically oocupying more
gente valloy sides and elevated ground;

= Tegular fisld boundanes with weak structure
of hadgerows and mees;

« open, exposad character,

= high intervisibility,

Characler Area 1: Morthern Yalleys and Ridpes



Semi-enclosed valleys and rdges

= distinctively complex and  Swrinkled”
topography of imerconnected, stesp-sided
valeys, spurs and ridges;

= underiain by heaviy folded and faulted mixed
geclogy at junction of Oolitic Limesions,
Ironstone and Liss Clays:

» moisd pattern of land wse with pashre
daminating sesper slopes;

« diverse field pattem, ranging from medium to
lange-stzed fieids with straight boundaries on
miore genthe siopes, (0 smaller-scale fields with
Irreguar fiedd boundaries on steeper siopes.
valley bottomes.and anound setBements;

» strong landscape struciure of bedges, lrees
and woodland biocks,

s an intmate and enclosed | patchwork
landscape formed by complex landiorm,
mixed land e and stong landscape
Siruciure;

= moderate to low intervisibility.

Limestone wolds landscapes

Open imestome wolds

¢ lagescals, smoothly rolling farmiland
occupying the  limestone  platesu  and
dipsiope;

* lypically lwge or very Lrge felds, with
rectilinear pattem of dry-slone walls (lypical
of later encoswes and often in poor
conddicn) and weak hedgerows, with

a fthin, wﬁl—ﬂmmﬁuﬂmmumﬂm
natural vegetation cover and a somawhal
impovershed ‘upland” characher,
very open and exposed character,

«  destinctive elgvaled and axpanshe characier
in higher awas. with dominant sky and
SWBEDING VIEWS 008s SUMoUnding anses;

*  high intarvisibility.

Semianciosed imesone wolds (bype-scalk)

'mmwmlm farmiland
occupying the limestone plateau and
dipsiope;

& land wse dominaled by intensive arable
eultivation with only occasional pasiure;

= penerally largescale fields with reclilinear
boundaries formed by dry-stone walls and
bow hamvihom hedges wilh oocasional ingss,
Iyphcal of lader enclosures;

s« soma visual contalnment provided by langa
biocks and Des of woodland creating a
semi-gnciosed character,

= fhin, weall-drained calcaneous soils and spanss
natural vegelation cover and a somewhat

* ash, hacel, field maple oo, conspicuous In

hadgarows

* distinctive slevated and expansive characier
in higher areas, with dominant sky,

=  moderabe intervisibility.

Clay wolds landscapes

Semimnclosed oy wolds (smaller-scale)

« softty roling farmland underlain by Lower
Lises Clarys and glacial deposits;

 mixed land e and fiedd patbern, with a
patchwork of large arable fields and more
frequent pasture and smaller-scale fiekds with
imaguiar, sinuous boundaries;

= pami-encosed charader  wilth  vlws
contained by strong hedgerow stnuciure with
frequent mature hedgenow tnees and blocks
or befts of woodiand,

*  pak dominant in hedgenows and woods,
diversa and pastoral characier,
moderate intervisibaity,

Paridand landscapes

Paricianad

= jormal, designed landscape and grounds
sUrrounding ke couniny Rouses;

= digtinctive formal  landscape  featuwes,
including avenues, free-standing  mature
trses in pastore, cumps and blocks of
woodiand, exolic tee speces, formal
structures and boundary faatures;

= planting and landscape characher generally
unrefated to sumounding amas,

= matue woodland and iree cower  wilh

typically enclosed character,
= lgw intervisibilipy,
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SETTLEMENT PATTERN

The market town of Chipping Norlon is the
principal setement within this sma, with a
popuiation of approaching 5000 making it the
third bwgesl lown 0 the distiict. Otherwisa,
however, this anea i3 scarsely settled with only a
eouple of villages of any sze (eg. Great Roliright
and Sadord), the remainder comprising smal
vilages, hamiels and scathersd fams.

Sattlement patiern i closely redaled to landform
with seflements peincipally nestiing along the
shelflered valley sides or desp In the valley
bottoms, avoiding the exposed ridge fops.
Chipping Noron is an exception to this nie,
howevef, occupyinga proméngnt hill-top poaition
whisre the Oolitic Imestane plateau falls awey
north-wastwards inta the valley andscape o the
Liss clys.  Lying asiride the 185m contour, itis
one of the highest setlements of s size in
southerm England

SETTLEME'NT CHARACTER

The most dominant landscape influences is the
congistend use of local Oolitic Emestone & a
building materdal in almost all of the ama’s
sefiernents. The only exceplion is at Chasteton
whare traces of the wam crange ironstone
become evident in soma of the buildings, maving
off the limestone rdge into the Lias Clays of the
Vala of Moreton. Here, the fypical sione siaies of
buildings in the imesione setements are =so
somatimes neplaced by thatch.

Landform has had a bearing upon settement
form, particularly at Chipping Morton whare the
town hes developed a disbinctively linear form
along the rdgeling, focused on a fine, elongated
market-place, Some of the other minor
setiliements have a typically ‘strung-oul’ form
along @ minor road, such as Chastleton and Over
Maorton.

Other notable physical infusnces includs the
presence of many nven and sreams wilthin the
mﬂiﬂhwmﬁmw{ﬁl
thriving wool and weaving industry at Chipping
Moron, accountingfor the prosperity of the town
and it many fine sione buldings. The
balustraded Victoran tweed-mill of Bz Mill,
located within a minor valley (o the west of the

town, forma an Impressive reminder of this
hishory.

EEY LANDMARKS AND
LAaNDSCAPE FEATURES

e the distinclive chimney and bulldings of Biss
Bl st within an attractive valley to the west
of Chipping Norton;

= forts, stone cicles and other important
amchaeclogical sfes located along  the
Emestone rdge batween Chasteton Hill and
Great Rollnght:

» altrachve Sone bulldings within Consanation
Amas and in open counbryside, inchuding
manor housss, churches and farm buldings.

Character Area 1; Morthern Vallevs and Ridges



1: NORTHERN VALLEYS AND RIDGES

LANDSC

APE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUVES

Most of this characler area lles within the
Cotswolds Ares of Oulstanding Matursl
Beaufy, confirming its outstanding quality and
national significance. The remainder of the ansa
lies within the locally designated Area of High
Landscape Value,

The character amea aiso includes a number of
other features of conservalion walua which

contribute Lo its overall significance, including:

» Parks and Gardens of Special Historic
Interest at Chasleton and Corrmael;

= Consencation Aneas al Chosliston, Commell,
Owear Moston and Chipping Moron;

# @ few scattered remnants of Anclent Sami-
nafural Woodiand;

= a number of Scheduled Anciant
Monuments slong the main limastons
ridges.

Cwerall, the MNodhern Valeys and Ridges and
have & very altractive and unspoit, rural
characier wilh few detracting influances. Maost
localisad vafiations in qualily and condition ahe
refated o the effects of agricultural land
managemeant practice. Different strategies for
management and enhancement ara shown in
Figure 6

The principal faciors that polentially thresten
landacape guality inthis area ane

= agricudiural intensification, particutarly the
conwarsion of grassland to aable, the removal
of matural cover amnd the poor
maintenance and hoss of feld :

« i influence of bull development around the
frirges of Chipping Norton;

= ‘gubwrbandsation’ of rural setilements and

Characier Area 15 Sorbiern Valleyys and Ridgze

GUIDELINES FOR LIMESTONE
WOLDS LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

= rgbuild and maintain drysions wals;

= retain and replant hedgerows and imroduce
typicad of the Bmastone (eg. ash field mapis
el l;

= plant lBrpe blocks and belts of native
broadieaved woodiand, to link with existing
woodlands and restone a mosac of woodland

=« infroduce & sbrong landscape edge to
Chipping Morton to sofien the impact of
existing/new development;

» whers possible, refain amas of  Edsting
permanent pasiung, encourage comarsion of
arable land to pasture and discourage further
fiedd enlargameant;

*  ENcOUragE less Intensive farming pracices, the
introdustion of ‘natural’ vegetation cover In
field headlands and magins, improve
appearance and wildlife valus of ‘seb-aside’
landt

= repair and mainiain traditional stone buildings
inthe landscape.

Development sensitivities

# open limestone wold ndscapes on elevated
rdgelines ane wery wvisualy exposed and
particularly sensitive (o development;

= glevated, semi-gnclosed Emesione  wolds
development would need 1o be closaly and
senstrvely inbegrabed with exstng buildings or
within a strong landscape siructune;

e these elevaled |endscapes are particulady
sandlive 1o al o prominent Sncires, Such
& communications mass, and Erga buildings.




GUIDELINES FOR VALLEY
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

» retainand manage ansas of valley pashune and
meadows and introdwce nesw planting along
willeroourses and in nes and growps within
villey fioor, usingtypical rpanian speces such
&8 willow and aidar,

# within more denuded valley and ridge
praclices and plani mew hedgenows, treas and
blocks of native broadeaved woodland to
restone typical patchwork landscape;

« maintain and sirengthen ks  patchwork
within semi-enclosed wvaleys and rdges
landscape, parbcutary around the fringes of
satfiemants [eg. Chipping Moron),

= rabuild and maintain drystona walls;

# jn al landscapes fetmen  and  replant
hedgeross and introduce more hedgarow
trees;

*  mapair and maintain raditional siona buildings
in the andscape.

Development sensitivities

e unspoilt valley floor farmland and the minor
valleys ama of particulardy high guality and
sermiivee Lo development

* open valley-sides and ridges are wvisually
sansitve and development would ba highly
promenant and exposed;

s enciosed valley-sides are also highly visible
but may offer imited opportunities to absorb
smal-gcale development within a strong
sinscture of frees and woodland or with other
buildings;

# gll wvaley landscaps typea would be
particularty sensitve to the introduction of tall
of large-scale struciures,

GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

= mairtain, and where necessary, resione
hestoric parkiand landscapes at Chastieton and
Cormwell, including distinctive etements such
as parkland Fees, avenues, woods, copses,
boundary walls and struchures;

Character Arra 1 Morthern Vallevs and Ridees

retain mature boundary trees and roadsde

avenues and replant &8 necessany,

= maage and edend esshng amas  of
broadaaved woodland to maximise thair
wildlifa and Bndscaps valua;

# plant new biocks and beits of broadisaved
waondland within estata farmland o reinforca
encosed, wooded characher,

= ristain amas of permanent pasture and resist

corvrson to arable

Development sensitivities

e higloric parkland lendscapes am  of
exceptional |landscape walue and axtremely
sansitive fo development

« egtale farmiend is also generally of high scenic
quality and sensiive to  dewvelopment,
although s mature siructure of woodland
makes [t mona visually robusi.

GUIDELINES FOR CLAY WOLDS
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

= relain and repian hedgemws and hedgerow
trees, with cak as thie dominant speces;

= whare possibie, encouage conversion of
arable land to pasture,

* plant large blodks and bets o native
broadieaved woodiand, to link with existing
woodiands and restone 3 mone mibead pattarn
of woodiand and termiand.

Development sensitivities

* open clay wold landscapes ane very visually
eposed and particularly sensitve 1o
development;

= |gge-sale, semienclosed clay | wold
landscapes are siso visually sensitive and any
devetopmeant would meed fo be cosely
integraied with existing bulldings or within a
sirong Bndscape struchune,

Key SETTLEMENTS
Sea Part 3 for key setilament study for:

Chipping Morton
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2: IRONSTONE VALLEYS AND RIDGES

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

Thiz area shanes the iopographic complesaty and
patchwoork landscape pattern of the Norhern
Vallsys and Ridges area but s distinguished from
it by the presance of iron rich clay scils and the
e of ronstone as a building material, lending a
distinctive red colowr to sois and warm oranges to
buildings. Parkiands and estate vilages (eg. at
Great Tew, Sandford 5t Martin and Siesple
Barton) are also characiersBc of (his ama and
contribute{o its well-reed characier,

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

Tha southern bowndary of this ama roughly
follows the lne of the Sandiord Fauli, which
marks the iransilion betwoen the Graat Oolitic
Limestong o the south and the on-bearing
rocks and cays of the Inferior Oclite and Las
This geclogical boundary can be detected in the
different buiiding materals to the north and
south of the ine, with the warm orange-coloured
ironstong of Great Tew, for eample, conbrashing
wilh the pable yellow coloured Emestone of
butldings further soulh

Folding, faulting and erosion of the sofler Lias
beds has produced a distinctively complex
pattern of valleys and rdges, dominated by the
sieep-sided easi-west wvalleys which contain
tributaries of the River Cherwell, This complex
topography creates great variety in the landscape
and a sense of infimacy and enclosure within the
valley betloms, such as at Swerford,

LANDCOVER

Underying geclogy and relied both influsncs
patterns of vegetalion and fand use.  The free-
draiming solis and bevel ground of the mesiones
and rpnstone ndges favour intensive arable
culbivation with sparse hedgerow and bres cover
in contraet, the steeper slopes and heavier clay
sols of the valleys are ess easly worked and
have a more mixed and intimate pattern of
pasture and arable farmland. They also suppor a
denser nabwork of thick hedgerows and trees,
with a higher frequency of woodland, some of
which is of ancient origin. Large blocks of

Character Area 2: Ironstone Valleys and Ridpes

woodand, avenues and mature tees ae
associabed with the varous pares and estabes thal
are afeature of tha amea,

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

Licg thie Morthern Valleys and Fidges, the
characler of this aea is defimed by 13 owveral
drversity, with the compiex landform and the
infricate  patchwork of fields, hedges and
woodland combining fo creale a rch pattern of
bandscape. The inonstone geclogy and wellireed
characier are parficutary distinclive and wnifying
elamants in the landscape. Within the aea, a
number of different local Bndscape types have
been identified, the key characierstics of which
are summansed below.

Valley landscapes

Minar valleys

o small-scale Wibutary valieys which dissect
plateaux and valley-sdes and connect with
major valiys.

¢ pronounced v-shaped profile with steep
sides and absance of flal valley fioor;

* walercourse often inconspicuous or absent
g dry or winterboume walleys on
Ermuesiond),

= shallower profile at upper end with few trees
of Festipes and & mone open character,

= sleeper valley profile al lower and of valisy,
wilh sides typically ocoupled by sonb, trees
and occasionalhy woods;,

= endosed, Intimale character creaded by
valiey form and vegetation cover,

=  moderate to bow intenisibdlity,

Wﬂawfanrﬁnd
distinctive flal valey Toor

* predominantly permanent pasture but with
pockets of cultivated land;

& riparian character, with strong pattern of
diiches often lined by willow,;

= prone lo winter flooding

*  Endscape stnoeclure provided by lines and
groups of mature fress, with willow and alder
CONSEICLIOUS,




= indirmihe,
characier,

= moderate (o low [ntendsibility, with soma
open views inlo the valiey from above and
some fittered longer views along the valey
T

sermi-gnclosed  and  pastoral

Opar valleys and g

» distinciively complex and  Cwrinkled'
topography of nterconnectad, steep-sided
valieys, spurs and ndges;

« undertain by heavily folded and faulted mixed
geciogy al junclion of Ooliic lmesions,
Inonatone and Lias Clays;

# |arge-scale patchwork of fields, mainky under
arable cultivation, typically occupying mone
pentle valiey sides and slevaled ground:

s regulsr field boundares with weak structiure
iof hedgerows and inses;

* open, exXposed characher,

=  high intervisibility

Semi-anclosed valleys and rdges
s digtinctively, complex and  ‘wrinkled'
topography of interconnected, steep-sided
valleys, spus and ridges;

« underiain by heavily folded and faulted mixed
geology ab junciion of Oolitic Limestone,
ironstone and Lias Clays;

® mingd pattern of @and wme with pasiune
dominating steeper siopes;

& diverse field pattemn, rangingfrom medium to
large-sized fiedds with siraight boundanes on
mcre gentie slopes, (o smaler-scale fields with
imegular field boundanes on steeper siopes,
valley boftoms and around settiements;

« shong landscape siruclure of hedges, trees
andwoodland blocks;

« an intimate and enclosed patchwork
landscape formed by complex landfom,
mixed land we and sirong lendscape
siructure;

= moderateto low inbervisibility.

Lirmestonswaolds landscapes

Open Kmestorny wolds

* [ame-scale  smoothly rolling  farmiand
ocoupying the Wmesione plateau and
dipsiops.

* typically large or very large feids wilh
reciilinear pattern of dry-stone walls (typical
of later enclosures and often in poor
condition] and weak hedgerows, with
frequent gaps and very fiew inses;

Charater Svea Z: lronstone Vallevs and Hidpes

* productive farmland predominantly under
& thin, weall-crained calcansous s08s and sparse

= Mﬂwmﬂnﬁwm

Semi-enciosedimesions wokls (lape-scake)

o lange-scale.  smodihly  rolling  farmiland
oocupying the [imesions paleau and
dipsicpe:;

* land use dominated by inlensive arable
cultivation with only occasional pastune;

= generally lamge-scale fislds wilh rectimear
boundaries formed by dny-stone walls and
low hawthom hedges with oocasional ees,
typical of later enclosures;

=  some visual containment provided by brge
bioacks and belts of woodland creatng a
semi-enciosad characher,

*  hin,, well-drained calcarecus solls and spare
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impovarished ‘upland' character,

» gah, hazel, field maple eic consploucus in
hedgenows

= distinctive elevaled and axpansive characier
in highser aneas, with dominantsky,

s moderate intervisibility,

Parkdand landscapes

Faridand

& formal, designed landscape and grounds
surmounding large countny houses;

s distinctive formal landscape  feafures,
including  avenuss, fres-standing mature
frees In pasture, clumps and blocks of
woodland, exotic iree speces, formal
structures and boundany featunes;

« planting and landscape characier generally
unretatedto surmounding aneas;

s distinctively nral, picturesque and pastoral
charaches,

= malure woodland and tree cover with

typically enclosad character,

low intervisibility.

-




Estate farmiand

« well-managed farmland associabed with large
country estabes, often lying beyond formal
parkland bowndarias;

¢ dhstinctivaly well-treed character, with
extensive mature woodland blocks, belis and
copses (often managed for game), ines of
mature trees (predominantly oak) within
hedgerows, along estate boundaries and
mads, estate fencing (ralings and post and
rail) and other estate feabures or bulidings;

» large-scale patienn of fiedds, typically bounded
by bedts of woodland or lines of mature rees

*  |and use predominantly arable but with some
areas of parmanant pastung;

*  endosed, secluded and private character,

= moderate to low intervisibiity.

SETTLEMENT PATTERN

Setlemant pathern within this area is also sparse,
with only ona arger satlement at the Barons
(compriming Middle Bardon and the adjoining
Westcolt Barton) and a few smaller vilages and
hamiets, nolably the Tews, Swerord Owver
Wodton and Sandsord 5t Martin.

These are fypically tucked away along the sides
of bolomes of the mumercws walleys that
charactarise the area, with only a few isclabed
farms oocupying the higher, more exposed
ground.

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

The mosi distinclive feabure of the seftliernents in
ifis area is the consislent use of the warm
orange-coloured ironstone @& the predominant
building material, plus the more frequent use of
thatch for roofing. This creslés a sirong sense of
harmany and unity that 15 best exemplified at the
estole village of Great Tew, with its highly
atiracive and uwnspoill ows of sione estale
coftages and houses.

Great Tew, together with Swerford and Sandiond
5t Martin, are examples of ‘dosed vilages,
strictly conbrolled by one landowner. Their unity,
compactness and ordenad buldings along & singia
siraet contrast with the ‘open’ village of Middie
Barton, a sprawiing, unplanned settlemeant which
follows the valley-side easl o the old settiement
of Westcolt Baton, with a mixure of building
styles and materials.

KEY LANDMARKS AMD
LanDsScAPE FEATURES

= aitractive Fonsione buldings,  particulardy
those within the esiate vilages (eg. Greal
Tew, Swerford and Sandford 5t Marding,

Characier Area 23 Ironslomne Willevs anid Iil||-.:|.---



2: IRONSTONE VALLEYS AND RIDGES

LANDSCAFPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

This chaacier aeed is nol coversed by any
statutory |endscape designations.  Howewver, it
hes within an Area of High Landscape Value
and includes a number o features of
consanvation signiicance which confribute to #s
averall value, including:

# Parks and Gardens of Special Historis
Interest al Swerford Manor and Sandfond St
Marting

= Consarvalion Areas gt Swarford, Greal Tew,
Ledwell, Sandford 5t Mariin and the Badons;

= thres Sites of Special Scienlific Inenest and
a few scatbered remnarts of Ancient Semi-
naiural Wood|and;

« g =mal number of Scheduled Ancient
Monumanis along the main Emesions
noiges,

Overall, the lronstone Valleys and Ridges and
have & very aftractive and unspol, nral
character with few detracting influences. Most
localised variations in quality and condition are
related to fthe effects of agriculiural land
management practics. Different sirategies for
management and enhancement are shown in
Figure &,

Tha principal feciors that potentially lheeatsn
landscape quality inihis area an

= agricullural intansification, pariculadly the
conversion of grasstand to arable, the removal
of materal vegetation cover and the poor
rrainténance and ioss of feld boundaries,

# axpansion and ‘suburbanisation’ of fural
seflaments and mads;

« poor mamenance of some traditional sions
bulldings ard histosic parkland landscapes,

Character Areg 2: lromslone Vallevs and Ridges

GUIDELINES FOR LIMESTONE
WOLD LANDSCAFPES

Enhancement priorities

# rebuild and maintain drystone walls;

s retain and replant hedgerows and infroduce
more hedgerow rees, using nalive speces
typical of the imestone (eg. ash, fiald maple
el

s plant lage blocks and bells of native
broadeaved woodiand, to link with existing
wondlands and restore 8 mosaic of woodland
and fEarmiand,

» where possile retain areas of existing
permanent pasiune, encourags comersion of
arable land 1o pasture and discourage further
field enlargement;

»  Encourage less intensive farming practices, the
introduction of ‘natural’ vegetation cover in
field headiands and magns,  improve
appearance and wildlife value of ‘set-aside’
land,

» repair and maintain traditional stone buildings
in the andscaps.

Development sensitivities

« apen limastons wold landscapes on slovated
ndgebnes are very wvisually exposed and
particularty sensifive (o developmant:

» glevaled, semi-enclosed limestone wolds
landscapes are also visually sensitve and any
development would need (o be dossly and
senaitively iInlegrated with existing buildings or
within a strong landscape structure;

= these elevated landscapss are particulany
sensitive to tall or prominent struciunes, such
& commurscations masts, and large buildings.




GUIDELINES FOR VALLEY
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

retain and manage areas of valley pasture and
meadows and intreduce new planting along
watsrcourses and in ines and groups within
vallay floor, usingtypical riparian spaces such
& willow and aider;

within more denuded valley and ridge
landscapes, encowage less infensive farming
practices and plant niow hadgerows, rees and
blocks of native broadleaved woodland to
restone typical patchwork landscape;
maintain and stengthen  Lhis  patchwork
within semi-enclosed valleys and rdges
kandscape;
rebuild and maintain drysione walls,

in all valley landscapes, refain and replant
hedgeress and Infroduce more hedgerow
trees;

nepair and maintain raditional stomne buldings
in the andscape,

Development sensitivities

L]

wngpoill valley foor farmiland and the minor
valeys are of paricularty high quality and
sensitive 10 development;

open valley-sides and ndges ame  wvisualy
sensitive and development would be highly
prorminent and exposed;

enciosad valey-sides are also highly visible
but may offer imiled opportunibies to absory
small-scale development within a siong
structure of trees and woodland or with other
buildings

all walley landscape types would be
particularty sensitive (o the introduction of tall
or lange-scake siruciures.

Character Arca 2: Ironstone Valleys and Ridoees

GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

lendscapes at Swerford, Graat Tew,
Sandford 5t Martin and Baron Abbay,
mchuding destincltve  olements such  as
parkland Fees, averues woods, copees
boundarywalls and stnuchunes;
ratain mature boundary trees and noadside
avenues and replant & necessany,
manage and extend exisling ames of
broadieaved woodland o madmise thelr
wildlife and Bndscape value,
plant new blocks and belis of broadeaved
woodland within estale farmiand to resnforce
encosed, wobded charachar,
retain areas of permanent pastune and resst
cormenson to arable.

Development sensitivities

parkland landscapes and their component
feaiures e of high landscape vale and very
sensitive 1o development;

eestate farmland |5 akso ganarally of high scenic
quality and sensitive (o0 development,
sithough s mature structure of woodland
makes it more visually robust
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OVERVIEW

This ama occupies a high lEmesiona plaleau,
dissecled by the River Glyme bul ctherwise
characterised by rolling landform with a
distinctively elevaled and open characler.
large-scale fields bounded by dry-sione walls and
hidges. Thin, dry calcareous soils over limesione
resultin a genarally sparsa vegatation cover (apart
from woodiand associabed with Heythiop House
and Pak) and characteristic species leg. ash,
hazed and field mapila).

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

This ana occupies the mast elevated part of the
Delitic Limestone  plateau within the  disirc,
rising from the edge of the Evenlode Vabey to
over 220m ADD along its nodh-western edge
around Chipping Morton. Acmss most of the
area, the imesions forms a smooth, elevated and
genily rolling plateau but s cenire i3 shamply
dissecied by the sieep-sided, narmow valeys of
the Fever Glyme and its inbutaries. The most
southery of these foliows the Glyme Vailey Fault
lima which marks a subtle changs in geology
between the Great Oolitic Limesione to the
south and the clder Chipping Morton Limestona
by tive muorth

LANDBCOVER

The free-draining sods of the Emestone plateau
are typically characterised by large-scale arable
farming. with lange felds enclosed by stone wals
or low, clipped hedges, and spame natural
vegetation cover. However, the northem part of
the plateau I3 transformed by the parkland and
estate landscape of Heythrop House, with
extensive planted woodland and Dells of tees
creating an onclosed, intimate character both

within and between the river valleys

Character Area 3= Enstone Uplands

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

Tha owerall character of 1his anea is dominated by
s imestone geology, forming the: typically targe-
scae, open and elevaled lEndsspa of the
limestone wolds., However, there 3 a shap
caniras! between this and the heawly wooded
and enclosed parkland and estale characier
arcund Heythrop House which dommates the
nerthern part of the plateay and the minor river
valeys. Within thesa broad differences, a
number of different local lEndscape types have
bean identified. the key charaderistics of which
are summarised below.

Valley landscapes

Mimor valley

« gmalkscale tnbutary valeys wiech desset
plateaus and vabey-sides and conmect wilh
major valieys,

=  proncunced v-shaped phofile with sheep
sides and absence of flal valiey floor,

« walercourse often inconspicuous or absent
{eg. dry of winlerbourme valeys on
Emesione);

s ghallower profila at upper and wilh few trees
ar hedges and 8 more opan charsier,

= siesper valiey profile at ower end of valley,
with sides typically ocoupied by scrub, trees
and occaslonally woods;

= enclosed, intimate charscler created by
valley form and vegetabion cover,

=  moderabe o low intenssibity,

Limestona wolds Bndscapes

Opan imestones Wolds

* lagescale, smoothly roling farmiand
occupying the limestone plateauy  and
dipsiope;

« fypically e or very age hields, with
rectilinear patiern of dry-stone wals (hypical
of [ater enciosures and ofen in poor
conditicn) and weak hedgerows, with
frequeant gaps and vary faw irees;

= productve farmland predominantly under
inansive arable cultrvation;




= thin, well-drained calcaneoys sois Bnd sparss
natural vegetation cover and a Somewhat
impoversshed ‘upkand’ charaches,

»  very open and exposed character,

«  distinclive sevaled and expansve characher
in higher areas, with dominant Sky and
SWEBDING VIEWS BOross sumounding anees;

»  high intervisibibty,

Sami-anciosedimestone wolkds [lage-sciks/

= [arge-scale, smoothly rolling farmiand
occupying the [imestone plalesu and
dipsope;

# fand use dominated by intensve arable
cultivationwith only cocasionsl pasture:

= penerally |lapge-scale fields with rectilinear
boundares formed by dry-stone walls and
o hawthoon hedges with occasional tees,
typical of later enclosures;

s gome visual containment provided by lange
blocks and belts of woodland creating a
sermi-enciosed dharacter;

*  thin, well-drained calcareous solls and sparse
natural vegetation cover and & somewhal
impoverished ‘'upland’ character;

o  gmh haoed fisdd mapgle eic oconspicuous in

hedgarows

& diglinciive slevated and expansive characier
in higher areas, with dominant sky,

o moderabe irbervisibility.

Parkiand landscapes

Parkizng

* formal, designed landscape and grounds
surrounding lages country houses:

+ digtinctive formal  landscape  festures
incluging avenues, free-standing mature
trees in pasiue, clumps and blocks of
woodland, exolic tree speces formal
stnectures and boundary featues;

s planting and landscape character genaraly
unrelated to surrounding s

* distinctively rural, picturesqua and pastoral
character,

s mature woodland and tes Cower with
typically enclosed character;

*  low intervisibility.

Character Area 3 [nstone Liplands

Esine farmiand
e well-managed farmiand associaled with lamge
country estdes, often lying beyond formal
parkland boundaries;

= distinctively well-treed chaacer, ‘wilth
axtansive matune woodiand biocks, belts and

copses (often managed for game), Enes of

n'ntr.n trees (predominantly oak) within
hedgerows, along estsle boundanes and
s, estabe fencing (railings and post and
rail} and other estate features or builldngs;

= lange-scale pattern of fields, typically bounded
by belts of woodiand or ines of mature inees;

» land use pradominantly arable but with some
ameas of permanant pasiung;

& onclossd, sechuded and private characer,

=  modarate to low intendsibility

Sub-rural landscapes

Sport larisrapes

& manicured or intensively managed land
under amenilty use (8g golf couses or
playing felds);

# landform, planbng character and features
(ep. lakes, bunkers) often unrelsled fo
landscaps context,

& suburban influences of dubhouses, gales and
car parking:

* open, expansive chamcer, particulay
whisre planting has not yet matured;

=  modarateto high inbervisibility

Airfilal and MOD land

» actve of disused airfield sies that typically
occupy fal, exposad and | prominent
locations;

» open, expanshve and bleak characier with
wiry wisak andscape structune;

+ visusly prominant buildings and features {eg.

large hangars, shads high secunty fencing,
mircraf etc.)

+ air of dareliction and neglecton disused stes:
= highintervisibility.




SETTLEMENT PATTERN

This arez is sparsely settled, particularly on the
exposed high limestone plateau around Enstone
which provides an inhospitable environment for
seftlement and supports only a scattering of
individual farmsteads. Their even distribution
suggests that many were the product of the
parliamentary  enclosures, when the open
grasslands and wastes of the limestone plateaux
were parcelled up inte individual farming units
centred around a new farmhouse.

Most farms and setfliements are focated in the
shelter of the river valleys which dissect the
plateau, either nestiing along the side, such a5
Enstone itself, or deep in the valley bottoms close
to a ready supply of water. Enstone, the largest
settlement in the ares, was also an important
staging post alongthe medieval highway and later
turnpike road between Londen and Worcester,
now the Ad4.

Heythrop House is a notable exception to this
overall pattern, with the house and park
occupyinga long finger of landform between two
tributary valleys of the River Glyme, presurmably
for dramatic effect Its prominent location is,
however, sheltered by the extensive planted
woodiands

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

Like most Cotswold settlements, the most
dominant landscape influence is the consistent
use of local Colitic limestone & a building and
walling material, with roofs constructed of
Stonesfield slates.

Landform has had a bearing upon settlement
form, with buildings typically clustered in the
valley bottom, often on either side of a ford or
bridge (eg. Lidstone), or strung our along a single
road {eg. at Heythrop). Enstone itseif has a more
straggly form which reflects its ‘unplanned’
growth over the centuries along the highway.

Character Area 3: Enstone Liplands

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

+ buildings and formal features associated with
Heythrop House and Patk;

s detracting features of prominent sheds and
buiidings at Enstone airfield.

29



3: ENSTONE UPLANDS

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

Part of this character area lies within the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauly, confirming its outstanding quality and
national significance. The remainder of the area
lies within the locally designated Area of High
Landscape Vaiue.

The character area also includes a number of
other features of conservaton value which
contribute to ity overall significance, including:

o the Park and Garden of Special Historic
Interest at Heyihrop House ;

+ one Site of Special Scientific Interest and
several Scheduled Ancient Monuments
dispersed across the plateau.

Overall, the Enstone Uplands have an attractive
and unspoilt, rural character but with occasional
detracting influences, such as Enstone Airfield.
Most localised variations in quality and condition
we related to the effects of agricultural fand
management practice. Different strategies for
management and enhancement are shown in
Figure 6.

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape guality inthis area are:

+ agricutural intensification, particularly the
conversion of grassiand to arable, the removal
of natural vegetation cover and the poor
maintenance and loss of field boundaries;

» visual intrusion of large prominent buildings
or structures within visually exposed, elevated
lardscapes, eg. at Enstone Airfield;

« small-scale quarrying activity,

* ‘syburbanisation’ of rural settlements and
roads.

Character Area 3: Enstone Uplands

GUIDELINES FOR LIMESTONE
WoLDS LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

[

rebiild and maintain drystone walls;

retain and replant hedgerows and introduce
more hedgerow trees, using native spedes
typical of the limestone (eg. ash field maple
etc.);

plant large biocks and belts of native
broadieaved woodland, to link with existing
woodlands and restore a mosaic of woodland
and farmiand;

where possible, retain areas of existing
permanent pasture, encourage conversion o
arable land to pasture and discourage further
field entargement,

encourage kess intensive farming practices, the
introduction of ‘natural’ vegetation cover in
field headlands and marging, improve
appearance and wildlife value of ‘sef-aside’
land;

repair and maintain traditional stone buildings
inthe landscape.

Development sensitivities

elevated, open limestone wold landscapes are
very visually exposed and particularly
sensitive to development;

elevated, semi-enclosed limestone wolds
landscapes are also visually sensitive and any
development would need to be cdlosely and
sensitively integratedwith existing buildings or
within a strong landscape structure,

these elevated landscapes are particularly
sensitive tc tall or prominent siructures, such
& communications masts, and farge buildings.



GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

» maintain, and where necessary, restore
historic parkland landscape at Heythrop,
including distinctive efements such as
parkland frees, avenues, lakes, rdes, woods,
ocopses, boundary walls and stnuctures;

e retain mature boundary trees and roadside
avenues and replant as necessary,

* manage and extend exsting amas of
broadleaved woodland to maximise their
wildlife and landscape value,

e piant new blocks and belts of broadlieaved
woodland within estate farmiand to reinforce
enclosed, wooded character;

+ retain areas of permanent pasture and resist
conversion to arable.

Development sensitivities

* historic parkland landscapes are of
exceptional landscape value and extremely
sensitive to developrment;

» estate farmland is also generally of high scenic
quality and sensitive to development,
atthough its mature structure of woodland
makes it more visually robust.

GUIDELINES FOR VALLEY
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

» tetain and manage areas of valley pasture and
meadows and, where possible, convert arable
fields to grassiand,

+ intreduce new woodland planting along the
valley-sides.

Development sensitivities

« the intimate landscape of the minor valleys
has @ rural, pastoral and generally unspoit
character and is very sensitve to built
development,

» the upper, more open valley-sides are
particularlyvisually sensitive and development
would be highly prominent and exposed.

Character Area 3: Enstone L

GUIDELINES FOR SUB-RURAL
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

s improvethe quality of the boundaries around
Enstone Airfleld by new planting and
improved management, to reduce impact of
intrusive structures, fencing and land uses;

+« plant biocks and belts of trees at strategic
locations around the airfield site, eg. along
roadsides, to reduce the visual prominence of
buildings;

# encourage appropriate restoration and
afteruse of quarry workings, in keeping with
rural landscape context.

Development sensitivities

¢ ‘brown-field' site of Enstone Airfield
potentially more tolerant of development but
prominent plateau location and rural context
are imiting factors;

e any develppment of these sites should be sat
within & strong landscape infrastructure to
minimise landscape and visual impacts,

» the introduction of urbanising influences, eg.
shyles of buildings, highway treatments and
lightingwouid be potentially damaging to the
rural character of the surrounding landscape.

KEY SETTLEMENTS
See Part 3 for key settlement study for:

Chipping Norton
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4. EASTERN PARKS AND VALLEYS

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

This is an area of rolling limestone larkiscape
which is heavily dissected by the valleys of the
Glyme, Dorn and Cherwell and distinguished by
a particular concentration of formal parks,
designed landscapes and estate farmland
(Blenheim, Ditchley, Glympton, Kiddington,
Rousham, etc). The parks have extensive aeas
of woodland and the landscape generally hes a
well-managed character typical of large estates.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

This area forms the lower, easternmost part of the
Oolitic Limestone plateau. [n common with the
Enstone Uplands which adjoin it to the west, it
forms a smooth, elevated and gently rolling
landscape which is shamply dissected by a
number of steep-sided river valeys. These
inciude the deep, narrow and winding valley of
the River Glyme and its minor tributaries, the
Dorn Vailey which follows a major fault line, and
parts of the much larger Cherwell Valiey along its
eastem edge.

To the west of the Clyme Valley, geclogy is
dominated by the Great Oolitic Limestone.
However, to the east around Tackley it is capped
by Combrash Limestone and Oxford Clay, while
the underlying Lias Clays are exposed within the
Cherwell Valley.

LANDCOVER

Geology is reflected in vegetation character, with
intensive arable farming on the limestone and by
the presence of woodland and remnant heath on
the heavier, less workable solis of the Oxford
Clay. Across much of this area, however, the
natural pattems of vegetation have been masked
by the designed landscapes of formal parks and
estates, including the magnificent picturesque
landscapes of Blenheim Palace and Rousham as
well & Ditchiey Park and lesser known, smaller
parks at Kiddington, Clympton and Tackley.
Surrounding these parks, the wider estate
landscape is dominated by extensive woodland
and tree planting, which give the area #s heavily
wooded character.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The parkland and estate landscapes are the
dominant feature of this area, creating a large-
scale mosdic of woodland and farmland within
which are set the mansicns and formal elements
of the designed parkland landscape. However, a
number of different local landscape types have
been identified within the area, the Kkey
characteristics of which are summarised below.

Valley landscapes

Minor valley

+ small-scaie tributary valleys which dissect
plateaux and vailley-sides and connect with
major valieys;

« pronounced v-shaped profile with steep
sides and absence of flat valley floor;

+ watercourse often inconspicuous or absent
{eg. dry or winterboumne valleys on
limestoney;

« shallower profile at upper end with few trees
of hedges and a more open character,

s steeper valley profile at lower end of valley,
with sides typically occupied by soub, trees
and occcasionaily woods;

s enclosed, intimate character created by
valley form and vegetation cover,

*  moderateto low intervisibility.

Valtoy floor farmiand

»  distinctive flat valiey floor;

« predominantly permanent pasture but with
pockets of cultivated land;

» riparian character, with strong pattem of
ditches often lined by willow,
prone to winter flooding;
landscape structure provided by lines and
groups of mature tees, with willow and alder
oconspicuous,

¢ intimate, semienclosed and pastoral
character,

*  moderate to low intervisibility, with some
cpen views into the valley from above and
some filtered longer views along the vafiey
fioor.

Character Area 4: Eastern Parks and Valley



Semi-enclosedvalley-side farmiand

distinctive sloping,
valley-side landform;
mixed pattern of land use and strong
structure of hedgerows, frees and woodland,;
more enclosed character with low
intervisibility along the valley sides but
prominent in views from within and acoss
the valley.

and typically convex,

Limestonewolds landscapes

Open limestone woks
« large-scale, smoothly rolling farmland
occupying the limestone plateau and

-]

dipslope;
typically farge or very large fields, with
rectilinear pattern of dry-stone walls (typical

of later enclosures and often in poor
condition} and weak hedgerows, with
frequent gaps and very few frees,

productive farmiand predominantly under
intensive arable cultivation;

thin, wali-drained calcareous soils and sparse:
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impoverished ‘upland’ character;

very open and exposed characier;

distinctive elevated and expansive character
in higher areas, with dominant sky and
sweeping views across surrounding areas,
high intervisibility.

Semi-enclosediimestone wolds fage-scale)

Character Area 4: Easlern Parks and Vall

large-scate, smoothly  rolling  farmiand
occupying the limestone plateau and
dipslope;

land use dominated by intensive arable
cultivationwith only occasional pasture,
generally large-scale fields with rectilinear
boundaries formed by dry-stone walls and
low hawthorn hedges with occasional trees,
typical of later enclosures,

some visual containment provided by large
blocks and belts of woodland creating a
semi-enclosed character,

thin, well-drained caicareous scils and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
irr?overished ‘uFland’ character;

ash, hazel, field maple etc. conspicuous in
hedgerows;

distinctive elevated and expansive character
in higher areas, with dominant sky;

moderate intervisibility.

Parikiand landscapes
Parkiand
e formal, designed iandscape and grounds

surrounding large country houses;

distinctive formal landscape feahres,
including avenues, free-standing mature
frees in pasture, clumps and blocks of
woodiand, exotic tree speces, formal
structures and boundary features,

planting and landscape character generally
unrelated to surrcunding areas;

distinctively rural, picturesque and pastoral
character,

mature woodland and tree cover with
typically enclosed character;

low intervisibility.

Estate farmiand

well-managed farmiand associated with large
country estates, often lying beyond formal
parkiand boundaries;

distinctively well-ireed  character,  with
extensive mature woodland blocks, befts and
copses (often managed for game), lnes of
mature frees (predominantly oak} within
hedgerows, along estate boundaries and
roads, estate fencing {railings and post and
rail) and other estate features or buildings;
large-scale pattern of fields, typically bounded
by belts of woodland or lines of mature trees;
land use predominantly arable but with some
areas of permanent pasture;

enciosed, secluded and private character,
moderateto low intervisibility



SETTLEMENT PATTERN

The patternof settlement inthis area has not only
been influenced by physical landscape factors
but also by the historic developmentof the major
parklands and estates which dominate the area,

Although prehistoric and Roman  settlers
occupied and farmed large parts of the imestone
uplands, it is the river valleys which were most
favoured by Saxon and later setflers for their
shelter and ready source d water. Most of the
surviving setflements are, therefore, located
within the main valley systems of the River
Glyme, Dorn and Cherwell, typically clustered in
the valley bottoms (eg. Glympton) aithough some
have since grown up the valley sides {eg.
Wootton}.

The principal settiement of the area is
Woodstock, which owes its existence to a
hunting lodge for the use of Saxon Kings within
the surrounding Wychwood Forest. The old
town occupies the sides of the Glyme Valley but
New Woodstock was built on the higher ground
to the south as a medieval new town to serve the
Royal Palace. Other hamiets and farms were
established above the river valleys @& part of large

country estates, such &= at Ditchley and
Clympton.

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

As eisewhere in the Cotswolds, the most
dominant fandscape influence is the consistent
use of local Oolitic limestone as a buiiding and
walling material, with roofs typically constructed
of stone slates from the nearby Stonesfieid
quarries.

Settlement form is influenced by landform, with
buildings typically clustered in the valley bottom,
often on either side of a ford or bridge as at
Glympton, or lining a single road up the valley-
side as at Wootten. The ‘closed’ villages of the
major estates (eg. Glympton and Tackley) tend to
have a particularly unified and ordered form and
character. The form of the lafter, however, has
been influenced by its proximity 10 the railway
line and development next to the station during
this century.

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

mansions and formal parkland features of the
gighteenth century designed landscapes of
Blenheim Palace, Rousham and Ditchley
Paric

attractive stone buildings within Conservation
Areas and in open countryside, including
manor houses, churches and farm buildings.



4: EASTERN PARKS AND VALLEYS

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
1ISSUES

This character area is outside {he Cotswolds
ACNB but it lies within an Area of High
Landscape Value and includes some of the most
outstanding designed landscapes in the country
and a number of other features of conservation
significance which contribute to its overall value,
including:

e Parks and Gardens of Special Historic
Interest at Blenheim Palace, Ditchley Park,
Reousham and Kiddington,

e Conservation Areas at Woodstock, Wootton
and Tackley;

¢ three Sites of Special Scientific Interest, a
Iccal Nature Reserve and extensive
remnants ., of  ancient semi-natural
woodland;

s a significant concentration of Scheduled
Ancient Monuments in the Ditchley area.

The Eastemn Parks and Valleys contains large areas
of high quaiity, unspoill and valued landscape
with a rural and attractive character. There are a
few detracting influences around setftlements and
main roads but the localised variations in quality
and condition are mainly refated to the effects of
agricultural land management practice. Different
strategies for management and enhancement are
shown in Figure 6.

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape quality in this area are:

» agricultural intensification, particularly the
conversion of grassiand {o arabie, the removal
of natural vegetation cover and the poor
maintenance and loss of field boundaries;

+ loss of semi-natural broad-leaved woodland
or conversion to commercial coniferous
woodland,

* visual intrusion o prominent structures such
& communication masls and large farm
buildings;

e ‘suburbanisation’ of rural sefttemerts and
road carridors,

GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

+ maintain, and where necessary, restore
historic parkiand landscapes and features,
including distinctive elements such as
pariiand trees, avenues, lakes, rides, woods,
oopses, boundarywalls and structures;

» retain mature boundary and roadside trees
and replant as necessary,

s manage and extend existing areas of
wocdland to maximise their wildlife and
landscapevalue;

* plant new blocks and belts of broadleaved
woodland within estate farmland to reinforce
typically enciosed, well-wooded character,

+ retain aeas of permanent pasture and resist
turther conversicnto arable.

Development sensitivities

s historic parkland landscapes are of
exceptional landscape value and extremely
sensitive to development;

« estate farmiand is also generally of high scenic
guality and sensiive to development,
aithough its mature sfructure of woodland
makes it more visually robust

GUIDELINES POR LIMESTONE
WOLDS LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

« rebuild and maintaindrystone walls,

o retain and replant hedgerows and introduce
more hedgerow frees, using native species
typical of the limestone (eg. ash field mapie
etc.);

v plant large blocks and bells of native
broadleaved woodland, to link with existing
woodlands and restore a mosaic of woodland
and farmland;

» where possible, retain arsas of existing
permanent pasture, encourage conversion o

Character Area 4: Eastern Parks and Vall



arabie land to pasture and discourage further
field enlargement;

encourage less intensive farming practices, the
introduction of ‘natural’ vegetation cover in
field headlands and marging, improve
appearance and wildlife value of ‘sel-aside’
land;

repair and maintain traditional stone buildings
inthe landscape.

Development sensitivities

o

elevated, open limestone wold landscapes are
very visually exposed and particularly
sensitive to development;

the large-scale semi-enclosed limestone woids
landscapes are also visually sensitive and any
development would need to be dosely and
sensitively integrated with existing buildingsor
containedwithin a strong landscape structure;
open landscapes are particularly sensifive to
tall or prominent stuctures, such &=
communications masts, and large buildings.

GUIDELINES FOR VALLEY
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

retain and manage areas of floodplain pasture
and meadows and encourage conversion of
arable fields to grassiand,

reintroduce traditional practices of willow
pollarding and ditch management;

introduce new planting aiong watercourses
and in lines and groups within valley floor,
using typical riparian species such & willow
and alder,

where possible, introduce new woodland
planting along the valley-sides and within
mincr valleys to reinforce their enclosed,
intimate character.

Developmaent sensitivities

unspoilt valley floor farmiand and the minor
valleys are of particularly high quality and
sensitive to development;

open valley-sides are visually sensiive and
development would be highly prominent and
exposed;

Character Area 4: Eastern Parks and Valleys

+ enclosed valley-sides are also highly visible

but may offer limited opportunities to absork
small-scale development within a strong
structure of trees and woodland or with other
buildings;

all valley landscape types would be
particularly sensitive to the introduction of tall
or large-scale structures.

KEY SETTLEMENTS

See Part3 for key settiement study for:

Woodstock
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5: UPPER EVENLODE VALLEY

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

A distinctive area of rolling clayland which forms
a broad, shallow basin around the upper reaches
of the River Evenfode. The area is characterised
by heavy clay soils and a strong landscape
structure of thick hedgerows and frequent
hedgerow frees, in matked contrast with the
limestone areas to the south and east  Despite
this, the large-scale field pattemn, gentle
topography and limited areas of woodland (apart
from those at Bruern Abbey) give the area a
generally open, expansive charader.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

Between  Kingham  and  Shipton-under
Wychwoed, the River Evenlode fliows through a
broad shallow basin of soft Lower Lias clay
overain by drifts of boulder clay and alluvium
and pockets of sands and gravels.  This
underlying geology gives rise to subdued reiief,
with genfly rolling landform and an indistinct
valley form.

LANDCOVER

The heavy clay and alluvial scils of the river
corridor tend to be under pasture while the
lighter, free-draining scils on the terrace gravels
have been extensively cultivated and are
predomirantly under arable crops. Fietd
boundarties are predominantly hedges with faw
stone walls, with oak a8 the main tree spedies, in
contrast with the surrounding limestone areas.
Natural woodland cover is limited but extensive
blocks of wooedland are associated with the
parkiand and estate landscapes at Bruem and
Sarsden.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

This is typically a low-lying farmed landscape,
with a patchwork of large fields under arable and
smaller-scale floodplain pastures along the river
valley, bounded by strong hedgerows and
occasional blocks and belts of woodland.
However, a number of different local landscape
types have been identified within the area, the
key characteristics of which are summarised
below.

Valley landscapes

Valley floor farmiand
distinctive flat vaftey floor;
predominantly permanent pasture but with
pockets of cultivated land,

+ riparian character, with strong pattern of
ditches often lined by willow;
prone to winter fiooding;
landscape structure provided by lines and
groups of mature trees, with willow and alder
CONSPICUOUS;

s intimate, semi-enclosed and pastoral
character,;

* moderate to low intervisibility, with some
open views into the valley from above and
some filtered longer views along the valley
fioor.

Open valley-side

+ distinctive sloping, and typically convex,
valley-side fandform;

» predominantly farge-scale fields under arable
cultivation but with occasional pasture;

« weak landscape structure and few
hedges/trees;

o open, visually exposed landscape, prominent
inviews from within and across valley;

»  high intervisibility along valiey sides.



Semi-enclosed valley-side farmland(

distinctive sioping, and typically conwvex,
valfey-side landform;

mixed pattern of land uwse and strong
structure of hedgerows, trees and woodland,
more enclosed character with low
intervisibility along the wvalley sides but
prominent in views from within and acoss
the valley.

Clay woids landscapes

Open ciay wolds

large-scale, softly rolling farmland underlain
by Lower Lias Clays and glacial deposits;
typically large fields, with rectilinear pattern
of gappy or tightly clipped hedgerows, with
few trees;

productive farmland predominantly under
intensive arable cultivation;

heavy, gleyed soils;

open character with high intervisibility.

Serienclosedclay wolds (large-scale)

*

large-scale, soffly roliing farmiand underiain
by Lower Lias Clays and gtacial deposits;
productive farmland predominantly under
intensive arable cultivation;

generally large-scale fields with rectilinear
boundaries formed by some wails but mainly
by hawthorn hedges, typical of later
anclosures;

some visual containment provided by blocks
and belts of woodland,

cak dominant in hedgerows and woods;
moderate intervisibility.

Semienciosed clay wolds {smaller-sale)

softly rolling farmland underlain by Lower
Lias Clays and giacial deposits;

mixed land use and field pattem, with a
patchwork of large arable fields and more
frequent pasture and smaller-scale fields with
iregular, sinuous boundaries,

semi-enclosed  character with  views
contained by strong hedgerow structure with
frequent mature hedgerow trees and blocks
or belts of woodland,;

oak dominant in hedgerows and woods;
diverse and pastoraicharacter;

moderate intervisibility.
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Parkland landscapes

Parkiand

» formal, designed landscape and grounds
surroundinglarge country houses,

s distinctive formal landscape features,

including avenues, free-standing mature
trees in pasture, clumps and blocks of
woodiand, exclic tree speges, formal
structures and boundary features;

planting and landscape character generally
unrelated to surrounding areas;

distinctively rural, pickuresque and pastoral
character,

mature woodland and tree cover with
typically enclosed character;

low intervisibility.

Estate farmland

-

well-managed farmliand associated with farge
country estates, often lying beyond formal
parkiand boundaries;

distinctively well-treed  character, with
extensive mature woodland blocks, belts and
copses {often managed for game)}, lines of
mature trees (predominantly oak) within
hedgerows, along estate boundaries and
roads, estate fencing {railings and post and
rail) and other estate features or buiidings,
large-scate pattern of fields, typically bounded
by belts of woodland or lines of mature trees;
land use predominanily arable but with some
areas of permanent pasture;

enclosed, secluded and private character,
moxierate fo low intervisibility

Sub-rural landscapes

Sportlandsapes

manicured or intensively managed land
under amenity use {eg. goff courses or
playing fields);

landform, planting character and features
{eg. lkkes, bunkers) often unrelated to
landscape context;

suburban influences of dubhouses, gates and
car parking,

open, e€xpansive character, particularty
where planting has not yet matured;
moderate to high intervisibility.




SETTLEMENT PATTERN

There are four large villages within this area - the
paired sefflements of Shipton and Milton-under-
Wychwood, Kingham and Churchill - and a
dispersed patten of smaller hamiets and
farmsteads.

With the exception of Churchill, the larger
villages form part of a string of settlements which
run atong the Evenicde Valley, cccupying drier
sites just off the valley floor or on pockets of
terrace gravels overlying the clay.  Churchill
occupies a hill-top location on a finger of land
which divides svo tributary valleys of the
Evenlede. Shipton-under-Wychwood has been
an important settlement since Saxon times, but
the present size of these settiements is fargely a
function of their proximity to stations along the
London to Worcester railway line, resulting in
growth & commuter villages.

Most of the smaller hamilets are located on the
gentle flanks of the Evenlode Valley (eg. idbury,
Foscok, Fifield and Lyneham) or are associated
with medieval manor houses and estates, notably
at Sarsdenand Bruem.

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

As elsewherz in the Cotswolds, the most
dominant landscape influence is the consistent
use of local Qolitic limestone as a building and
walling material, with roofs typically constructed
of Stonesfield slates.

The form and pattern of seitlements is less
constrained by landform than in the steeper
valleys and typically developed as a cluster of
buildings around a central space, developing
outwards along roadsides in different directions.
The 'closed’ estate villages have a particularly
unified and ordered character compared with the
more straggling larger settlements where the
traditional form has been confused by more
recent infill or peripheral development.

Character Area 5: Lipper Eventode Valkey

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

o buildings and formal parkland elements
associsted with Bruem Abbey and Sarsden
House;

+ the tower of Churchill church;

» atiractive stone buildings within villages and
in open countryside, including maner houses,
¢hurches and farm buildings.




5: UPPER EVENLODE VALLEY

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

This character area slies wholly within the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, while the Eveniode Valley forms part of
the Upper Thames Tributaries Environmentally
Sensitive Area. These designations confirm that
the Upper Evenlode Valley landscape is of
outstanding quality and of national significance.

The character area also includes a number of
other features of conservation value which
contribute to its overall significance, including:

= Conservation Areas at Kingham, Idbury and
Shipton-under-Wychwood;

* a Park and Garden of Special interest at
Shipton Court;

+ one Site of Special Scientific Interest and
several remnants of ancient semi-natural
woodland aiong the valley sides to the south.

Qverall, the Upper Evenlode Valley 15 a highly
attractive and unspoilt, rural character but with
some localised vanations in quality and condition
which  require different  strategies for
management and enhancement {see Figure 6.

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape quality inthis area are:

* agricultural intensification, particularly
drainage and conversion of pasture to arable,
the removal of natural vegetation cover and
the poor maintenance and loss of feid
boundaries;

« ‘suburbanisation’ of rural sefflements and
moads.

Everdade Valley

Character Area 5:

GUIDELINES FOR VALLEY
LANDSCAFES

Enhancement priorities

» retainand manage areas of floodplain pasture
and meadows,

+ reintroduce traditional practices of willow
poliarding and ditch management;

* introduce new planting along watercourses
and in lines and groups within valley ficor,
using typical riparian spedes such as willow
and alder,

* where possible, introduce new woodland
planting afong the valley-sides and convert
arable fields 1o grassland.

Development sensitivities

+ unspeilt vailey floor farmiand and the minor
valleys are of particularly high quality and
sensitive to development;

» open valey-sides are visually sensitive and
development would be highly prominent and
exposed,

» enclosed valley-sides are also highly visible
but may offer limited opportunities to absorh
small-scale development within a sirong
structure of trees and woodland or with other
buildings,;

+ all valley landscape types would be
particularly sensitive to the intreduction of tall
or large-scale structures.

GUIDELINES FOR CLAY WOLDS
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

» retain and replant hedgerows and hedgerow

uees, with oak as the dominant species;

» where possible, encourage conversion of
arable land tc pasture;

s plant large biocks and belts of native
broadleaved woodland, to link with existing
woodlands and restore a mare mixed pattern
of woodiand and farmland.




Development sensitivities

+ open clay wold landscapes are very visually
exposed and particularly  sensitve o
development;

» large-scale, semi-enclosed clay  wold
fandscapes are also visually sensitive and any
deveicpment would need to be closely
integrated with existing buildings or within a
strong landscape structure,

o smallerscale, clay wold landscapes on the
immediate fringes of the larger settiements are
potentially more tolerant of development, if it
conforms  to  existing field pattem, s
sensitively designed and does not significantly
alter sefttement form.

GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

e maintain, and where necessary, restore
parkland landscape and features at Bruem
Abbey and Shipton Court;

+ retain matwe hedges, boundary trees and
roadside avenues and replant as necessary,

¢ manage and extend existng areas of
broadieaved wocdland to maximise their
wildlife and landscape value;

¢ plant new blocks and belts of broadieaved
woodland within estate farmiand to reinforce
enciosed, wooded character,

o retain areas of permanent pasture and resist
conversion to arabie.

Development sensitivities

+ parkland landscapes and their component
features are of high landscape value and very
sensitive to development;

+ estate farmiand & also generally of high scenic
quality and sensitve to development,
although its mature structure of woodland
makes it more visually robust,

Character Area 5: Upper Evenlode Valley

GUIDELINES FOR SUB-RURAL
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

* encourage estabiishment of more appropriate
native species and planting character within
golf course landscape at Lyneham;

« encourage lkess intensive management of
fairways and roughs, to encourage a more
diverse grassland sward;

« maintain strong boundary planting to reduce
suburbanising influence on surrounding rural
landscape and enhance entrance and parking
areas to reflecttheir rural setting.

Developmentsensitivities

» the artificial golf course landscape is quite
tolerant of change but built development
would alter its essentially ‘green’ character.

KEY SETTLEMENTS

See Pant3 for key seftlement study for:

Milton-under-Wychwood
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6. LOWER EVENLODE VALLEY

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

Unlike its upper section (Area 5}, the Lower
Eveniode Valley forms a distinct landform unit
which, although it varies in width between
Shipton-under-Wychwood and Bladon, creates a
sense of enclosure and a particular sense of
place. The valley floor has a distinctively
pastoral, intimate and riparian character with a
close visual relationship with its enclosing valley
sides, along which lie a siring of valley-side
settlements.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

The overall valley form is characterised by gently
stoping convex sides and a wide, flat floodplain
through which the river has developed a complex
pattem of meaoders. On its northern side, the
smooth fandform of the valiey side is interrupted
by a number of minor, tributary valleys and
streams which flow off the 'Enstone Uplands’
(Area 3) above. To the scuth, the valley has a
gentler and more continuous profile, rising
gradually up to the limestone plateau beyond.
The river has cut through the limestoneto expose
narrow bands of Inferior Qolite and dlays of the
Upper and Middle Lias aleng the upper valley
sides, with the lower slopes and valley ficor
dominated by the clays of the Lower Lias and
alluvium, with occasional pockets of terrace
gravels.

LANDCOVER

The more free-draining soils on the gentier
valleys sides have been cultivated and are under
arable, but some pasture and occasional
woodtand occurs along the steeper slopes and
minor valleys. The heavier clay soils and low-
lying land of the valley floor is typically under
permanent pasture but pockets of arable
farmland tend to mirror the presence of more

free-draining terrace gravels.

Character Area 6: Lower Evenlode Valley

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The landform of the Lower Evenlode Valley
defines s overall character, providing visual
endosure, shetter and a coherent valley character
which confrasts markedly with the open, rolling
limestone hills above. Within the valley,
however, a number of different local landscape
types have been identified, the key characteristics
of which are summarised below.

Valley landscapes

Minorvalley

s smallscale tributary valleys which dissect
plateaux and valley-sides and connect with
major valleys;

+ pronounced v-shaped profile with steep
sides and absence of flat valley floor;

* watercourse often inconspicuous or absent
{feg. dry or winterbourne valleys on
limestone);

= shallower profile at upper end with few trees
or hedges and a more open character;

s steeper valley profile at lower end of valley,
with sides typically occupied by soaub, trees
and occasionally woods,

s+ enciosed, intimate character created by
valley form and vegetation cover;

+  moderateto low intervisibility.

Valleyfloor farmfand

« distinctive flat valley floor;

+ predominantly permanent pasture but with
pockets of cultivated land;

s riparian character, with strong pattem of
ditches often lined by willow;

s+ proneto winter flooding;

e landscape sfructure provided by fines and
groups of mature frees, with willow and alder
CONSPICUOUS;

* intmate, semi-enciosed and pastoral
character;

« moderate to low intervisibility, with some
open views into the valley from above and
some filtered longer views along the vailley
fioor.
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Open valley-sidefarmiand

+ distinctive sloping, and typically convex,
valley-side landform,

» predominantly large-scale fields under arable
cultivation butwith occasional pasture;

¢ weak [landscape structure and few
hedges/trees;

» open, visually exposed landscape, prominent
in views from within and across valley,;

¢ highintervisibilityalong valley sides.

Semi-anclosedvalley-side farmiand

¢ distinctive sloping, and typically convex,
valley-side landform,

¢ mixed patten of land use and sirong
structure of hedgerows, trees and woodland;

¢ more encosed character with low
intervisibility along the valley sdes but
prominent in views from within and across
the valley.

Limestone wolds landscapes

Openlimestone wolds

s large-scale, smoothly rolling farmiand
occupying the limestone plateau and
dipsiope:

s typically large or very large fields, with
rectilinear pattern of dry-stone walls (typical
of later enclosures and often in poor
condition) and weak hedgerows, with
frequent gaps and very few frees;

+« productive farmland predominantly under
intensivearable cultivation;

+ thin, well-drained calcarecus soils and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impoverished ‘'upland’ character,

= very open and exposed character;

+ distinctive elevated and expansive character
in higher areas, with dominant sky and
sweeping views across surrounding areas;

» high intervisibility.

Semi-enclosedlimestone wolds (large-scale)

= large-scale, smoothly rolling farmiand
occupying the limestone plateau and
dipsiope;

t land uce dominated by intensive arable
cultivation with only cccasional pasture;

« generally farge-scale fields with rectilinear
boundaries formed by dry-stone walls and
low hawthorn hedges with occasional frees,
typical of later enclosures;

Characler Arca 6: Lower Evenlode Valley

some visual containment provided by large
blocks and belts of woodland creating a
semi-enciosed character;

thin, well-drained calcareous s0ils and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impoverished 'upland’ character,

1 hazel, field maple etc. conspicuous in
hedgerows

distinctive elevated and expansive characler
in higher areas, with dominant sky;

moderate intervisibility.

Parkland landscapes

Paridand

L

formal, designed landscape and grounds
surrounding large country houses,

distinctive formal landscape feafures,
including avenues, free-standing mature
frees in pasture, clumps and bloeks of
woodland, exotic tree species, formal
structures and boundary features;

planting and landscape character generally
unrelated to surrounding areas;

distinctively rural, picturesque and pastoral
charatter,

mature woodland and tree cover with
typically enclosed character;

low intervisibility.

Sub+ural landscapes

Quarries and landfill sites

areas where quarrying has significantly altered
local larxiscape character,

artificial landform created by excavations and
screen bunds;

disturbed land typicaily dominated by bare
ground, scrub, rough grassland, weeds and
belts of screen planting;

urban character introduced with incongruous
stvies of fencing and highway reatments, site
buildings, machinery efc.;

low intervisibility where mounding and
planting have taken effect.




SETTLEMENT PATTERN

The Ewvenlode Valley containg a string of
seftiements located along, or perched above, its
valley sides, including the main settlements of
Charfbury, Ascott-under-Wychwood,
Chadlington, Finstock, Stonesfield, Combe and
Long Hanhorough. These are interspersed with a
number of smaller villages and hamlets, such &
Spelsbury and Fawler, and a dispersed pattern of
large farms, together makingthis a comparatively
well-populated area.

Landscape factors strongly influenced their siting
on dry sites along the valley-sides or on pockets
of terrace gravel within the valley flcor. Such
valley sites were favoured in Saxon times because
of their proximity to a water supply and to the
light, easily-worked soils of the surrounding
limestone hills. Other natural factors influenced
their subsequent development, for example
quarrying of Stonesfield state which provided the
best, lightest and porous flat stones used widely
for roofing in Oxfordshire. The flat valley floor
was aiso utilised for the London to Worcester
railway line and was a major facter inthe pre-war
expansion of setfements within the valley.

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

As elsewhere in the Coiswolds, the most
dominart landscape influence is the consistent
use of local Oolitic limestone & a building and
walling matenial, with roofs typically constructed
of stone sfates from the local Stonesfield quarries.

Many of the setflements originally deveioped a
linear form in response to the lie of the land
glong the valleysides {(eg. Ascott-under-
Wychwood, Fawfer). Others evolved in a more
nucleated form around a central street or space
(eg. Charlbury) while some migraied up the
valley sides to more fevel ground which allowed
the development of a more compact form, often
around a church {eg. Combe). In many cases,
the earlier form of setdements has been confused
by more recentinfill or peripheraidevelopment.

Character Area 6: Lower Evenlode Walley

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPFE FEATURES

Key landmarks and important landscape features
within this area include:

» altractive stone buildings within Conservation
Areas and in open countryside, including
manor houses, churches and farm buildings;

* local landmark of Charlbury parish church;

* ‘hanging' woodlands alongvalley sides.




6: LOWER EVENLODE VALLEY

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

This character area lies wholly within the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, and forms part of the Upper Thames
Tributaries Environmentally Sensitive Area.
These designations confirm that the Upper
Evenlode Valley landscape is of outstanding
quality and of national significance.

The character area also includes a number of
other features of conservation value which
contributeto its overall significance, including:

s+ Conservation Areas at Charlbury, Dean,
Speisbury, Taston, Fawler, Stonesfield and
Combe;

e a significant number of sites of Special
Scientific Interest and several remnants of
ancient semi-natural woodland along the
valley sides;

e a number of Scheduled Ancient
Mconuments dotted along the valley floor
and sides.

Overall, the Lower Evenlode Valley hes a highly
attractive and unspoilt, rural character but with
some localised variations in quality and condition
which  require different strategies  for
managementand enhancement {see Figure 6).

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape quality inthis area are:

+ agricultural intensification, particularly
drainage and conversion of pasture to arable,
the removal of natural vegetation cover and
the poor maintenance and ioss o field
boundaries;

« poor maintenance or loss of traditional stone
buildings and drystone walls;

. ex?ansion and ‘suburbanisation” of rural

gettlenentsand roads.
¢ small-scale quarryingactivity.

GUIDELINES FOR VALLEY
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

« retain and manage areas of flcodplain pasture
and meadows,

« reintroduce traditional practices of willow
pollarding and ditch management;

e introduce new planting along watercourses
and in lines and groups within valley floor,
using typical riparian species such & willow
and alder;

» where possible, introduce new woodland
planting along the valley-sides and convert
arable fields to grassland,

* maintain strong landscape structure around
finges of main valley-side sefiements, eg.
Charbury, to minimise impacts of built
developmenton river valley landscape.

Development sensitivities

¢ unspoilt valley floor famiand and the minor
valleys are of particularly high quality and
sensitive to development;

s open valley-sides are visually sensitive and
developmentwould be highly prominent and
exposed;

¢ enclosed valley-sides are also highly visible
but may offer limited opportunities to absorb
smal-scafe  development within a strong
structure of frees and woodland or with other
buildings

« all valley landscape types would be
particularly sensitive to the introduction of tall
or large-scale struciures.

Character Area o tower Evenlodovalley 5



GUIDELINES FOR LIMESTONE
WOLDPS LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

« rebuild and maintain drystone walls;
retain and replant hedgerows and introduce
more hedgerow trees, using native species
typical of the limestone (eg. ash field maple
eftc),

+« plant large blocks and belts of native
broadleaved woediand, fo link with existing
woodlands and restore a mosaic of woodland
and farmiand;

» where possible, retain aeas of existing
permanent pasture, encourage conversion of
arable land to pasture and discourage further
field enlargement;

» encourage less intensive farming practices, the
introduction of ‘natural’ vegetation cover in
field headlands and margins;

s repair and maintaintraditional stone buildings
in the landscape.

Development sensitivities

» open fimestone wold landscapes are very
visually exposed and particularly sensitive to
development;

o elevated, semi-enciosed limestone wolds
landscapes are also visually sensitive and any
development would need to be closely and
sensitively integratedwith existing buildings or
within a strong landscape structure,

« development within heavily wooded areas
may be less visually sensitive but may be
damaging te important wildlife and landscape
resources;

« smaller-scale, limestone wold landscapes on
the immediate fringes of the larger sefflements
are potentially more tolerant of development,
if it conforms to existing field pattem, is
sensitively designed and does not significantly
aiter settlementform.

GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAFPES

Enhancement priorities

» maintain small-scale parkland landscapes and
features at Charlbury and Pudlicote;

Development sensitivities

« parkland landscapes and their compcnent
features are of high landscape value and very
sensitive {o development.

GUIDELINES FOR SUB-RURAL
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

* encourage appropriate restoration and
afteruse of quarry workings at Dean and
Charlbury, in keeping with rural landscape
context and which maximise wildiife
opportunities.

Development sensitivities

» these ‘brown-fleld’ sites are potentially more
tolerant of change but their rural context are
limiting factors for development;

+ the introduction of urbanising influences, eg.
urban shdes of buildings, highway freatments
and kightingwould be potentially damagingto
the rural character of the surrounding
landscape.

KEY SEYTLEMENTS
See Part 3 for key settlement study for:

Charlbury
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7: WyYycHwWoOD UPLANDS

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

An area of smoothly rolling limestone uplands
bounded by the valleys of the Evenlode and
Windrush.  Although lower in elevation, it
suipports the typical large-scale arable farmiand of
the Enstone Uplands but is distinguished by the
presence of the exdensive woodlands of Cornbury
Park, remnants of the former Wychwood Forest
which covered much of this area until & recently
as the nineteenth century.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

Inthis part of the Cotswoid dipslope, the Qolitic
Limestone forms a smooth, gently rolling plateau
which rises to a height of around 200m AOD
above the valleys of the Eveniode and Windrush
to nerth and south,  Like much of the limestone
wolds, it has an elevated and expansive character
with long, sweeping views from the highest
ground.

The limestone geology is consistent across the
aea, except in two main areas at Leafield and
Rarmsden, where localised cappings of Oxford
Clay and glacial drift mask the underlying
limestone. These have a localised influence on
vegetation character and may well have given rise
to islands of poorer soil within the former
Wychwood Forest which were among the first to
be cleared for settlement.

LANDCOVER

Pattems of landcover fall into three main areas.
The north-eastern part of the area is dominated
by the remnants of Wychwood Forest, which
form part of the Cornbury Park estate. The area
immediately to the south has a mixed land use
and field pattem, with concentrationsof imegular
boundaries, pockets of woodland and mature
hedgerow trees that may have evolved from the
earlier process of "assam'ng’, where fields were
carved out of the forest. To the west, the
landscape is dominated by large fields bounded
by straight walls and hedges, typical of later
enciosures.  These are now under intensive
arable cultivation, with a weak hedgerow

Character Area 7: Wychwood Uplands

structure, sparse vegetation cover and only
occasional biocks of pianted woodland.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The overall character of this area is dominated by
its limestone geclogy, forming the typically large-
scale, open and elevated landscape of the
limestone wolds. However, there is a sharp
cantrast between this and the heavily wooded
and enclosed parkland and estate character
around Cormbury Park which dominates the
north-eastern part of the plateau and the more
mixed pattern of landscape which occurs
immediatelyto the south of this.

Within the area, however, a number of different
local fandscape types have been identified, the
key characteristics of which are summarnised
below.

Valley landscapes

Minor valley

+ small-scale tributary valleys which dissect
plateaux and valley-sides and connect with
major valleys;

» pronounced v-shaped profile with steep
sides and absence of flat valley fioor;

» watercourse often inconspicuous or absent
leg. dry or winterbourne valleys on
limestone};

¢ shallower profile at upper end with few trees
or hedges and a more open character;

» steeper valley profile at lower end of valley,
with sides typically occupied by scrub, trees
and occasionally woods;

* enciosed, intimate character created by
valley form and vegetation cover,

s  moderate to low intervisibility.




Limestonewolds landscapes

Open limesione wolds

» largescale, smoothly rolling farmland
cccupying the limestone piateau and
dipsiope;

¢ typically large or very large fields, with
rectilinear pattern of dry-stone walls (typical
of later enclosures and often in poor
condition) and weak hedgerows, with
frequent gaps and very few frees;

+ productive farmland predominantly under
intensive arable cultivation;

= thin, well-drained calcareous soils and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impoverished 'upland’ character;

s  very open and exposed character;

« distinctive elevated and expansive character
it higher areas, with dominant sky and
sweeping views across surroundingareas,

= highintervisibility.

Semi-enclosedlimestone wolds (large-scale)

s large-scale, . smoothly rolling  farmiand
occupying the limestone plateau and
dipsiope,

» land use dominated by intensive arabie
cultivation with only occasional pasture;

s generally large-scale fields with rectilinear
boundaries formed by dry-stone walls and
low hawthorn hedges with occasional trees,
typical of later enclosures;

« some visual containment provided by large
blocks and belts of woedland creating a
semi-enclosed character,

+ thin, well-drained calcareous soifs and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impoverished ‘uptand’ character;

» ash, hazel, field maple etc. conspicuous in
hedgerows

s distinctive elevated and expansive character
in higher areas, with dominant sky;

+  moderate intervisibility.

Semi-enciosediirmestone wolds (smallar-sale}

» gently roling farmland occupying the
elevated limestone plateau and dipsiope;

o mixed land use and field pattem, with a
patchwork of large arable fields and more
frequent pasture and smaller-scale flelds with
ireqular, sinuous boundaries;

» strong structure of dry-stone walls and
hedgerows with frequent mature hedgerow
frees, particularly of oak and ash;

Character Area 7: Wychwood Uplands

ash, cak, hazel, field maple etc. conspicuous
in hedgerows;

semi-enciosed  character with  views
contained by hedgerow structure and
frequent blocks or betts of woodland,;

diverse and pastoral character,

moderate intervisibility.

Parkland landscapes

Paridand

*

formal, designed landscape and grounds
surrounding large country houses;

distinctive formal flardscape features,
including avenues, free-standing mature
trees in pasture, clumps and blocks of
woodland, exotic tree species, formal
structures and boundary features,

planting and fandscape character generally
unrelated to surrounding areas;

distinctively rurai, picturesque and pastoral
character,

mature woodland and tree cover with
typically enclosed character;

low intervisibility.

Estate fanmfand

well-managed farmland associated with large
country estates, often lying beyond formal
parkland boundaries;

digtinctively welltreed character, with
extensive mature woodiand blocks, beits and
copses {ofien managed for game), lines of
mature trees (predominantly oak) within
hedgerows, along estate boundaries and
oads, estate fencing {railings and post and
rail) and other estate features or buildings,
farge-scale pattern of fields, typically bounded
by beits of woodland or lines of mature rees;
land use predominantly arable but with some
areas of permanent pasture;

enclosed, secluded and private character;
moderateto low intervisibility
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SETTLEMENT PATTERN

The pattern of setbement in the Wychwood
Uplands is highly distinclive and has been
strongly influenced by larxiscape and land use
factors. To the west of Leafield, the high,
limestone plateau is very sparsely setfled, with
most buildings ¢lustered in the minor valleys and
only a handful of farms standing out prominently
on the exposed plateau. Their even distribution
and regular field pattem suggests that some may
have criginated = part of the disafforestation and
clearance of Wychood Forest in Victorian times,
reptaced by a landscape of new farms, generous
fields and new roads.

in contrast, settiement pattern to the south and
east of Leafield shows a more organic process of
evolution & medieval Setlements like Leafield,
Ramsden, Crawley and Hailey progressively
carved out of the forest  The later Victorian
wooedland dearances altered their character and
introduced new settiements into the landscape,
such & Fordwelb and Mount Skippet!, with their
rows of farm labourers cottages.

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

As elsewhere in the Cotswolds, the most
dominant landscape influence is the consistent
use of locat Oolitic limestone & a buitding and
walling materiai, with roofs typically constructed
of stone siates from the local Stonesfield quarmies.

The form of the setfiements is typically straggling
and unplanned, reminiscent of the Victorian
‘open vikages', with most having evolved slowly
cut of the forest accompanied by an imegular
pattern of fields and winding roads. Some
setffements, such as Leafield and Delly End, have
a more nucleated form with buildings loosely
clustered around a central green but most vilages
are linear with buildings stretching out along the
roadside or valley. 1n some cases (eg. North
Leigh), the earlier form of setflements has been
confused by more recent infill or peripheral
development.

Character Area 7: Wychwood Uplands

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

the village and church spire of Leafield, which
sits prominently on an island of landform
above the imestone plateau;

the mass of Wychwood Forestwhich forms a
prominent and distinctive landmark on the
skyline;

intrusive mast at radio station located
prominently in open, elevated position on
highground of limestone plateau.
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7: WYCHWOOD UPLANDS

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

[LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

Most of the character area lies within the
Cotswolds Area of OQuistanding Natural
Beauty, confirming that much of the Wychwood
Uplands landscape is of outstanding quality and
of national significance. Apart from the area
between Hailey and New Yatt, the remaining
area falls within the Area of High Landscape
Value designation.

The character area aiso includes a number of
other features of conservation value which
contribute to its overall significance, including:

o Conservation Areas at Finstock, Ramsden,
Leafield and Hailey,

e Park and Garden of Special Historic
Interest, National Nature Reserve and §551
designations of Cornbury Park/Wychwood
Forest and a number of other remnants of
ancient semi-natural woodland scattered
across the plateau;

= several Scheduled Ancient Monuments
dispersed across the plateas.

Overall, the Wychwood Upiands have an
attractive and unspoilt, rural character. There are
few detracting influences and localised vanations
in quality and condition are’ mainly refated to the
effects of agricultural land management practics.
Different strategies for management and
enhancement are shown in Figure 6.

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape quality inthis area are:

« agricultural intensification, particutarly the
conversion of grassland to arable, the removal
of natural vegetation cover and the poor
maintenance and loss of field boundaries;

. conversion of native broaddeaved woodland
to coniferous plantations;

« visual intrusion of prominent structures such
as communication masts and large farm
buildings;

« ‘suburbanisation’ of rural settiements and
roads.

Charactor Area 72 Wychwood Uplands

GUIDELINES FOR LIMESTONE
WoLDS LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

s rebuild and maintain drystone walls;

« retain and replant hedgerows and introduce
more hedgerow trees, using native species
typical of the limestone (eg. ash, oak, field
maple etc.);

o plant large blocks and befts of native
broadleaved woodland, to link with existing
woodlands and restore a mosaic of woodland
and farmiand;

» where possible, retain aeas of exisling
permanent pasture, encourage conversion of
arable land to pasture and discourage further
field envargement;

« encourage kess intensive farming practicas, the
introduction of 'natural’ vegetation cover in
field headlands and margins, improve
appearance and wildlife value of ‘set-aside’
land;

» repair and maintain traditional stone buildings
inthe landscape.

Development sensitivities

* gievated, open limestonewold landscapes are
very visually exposed and particularly
sensitive to development;

+ elevated, semi-enclosed limestone wolds
landscapes are also visually sensitive and any
development would need to be closely and
sensitively integrated with existing buildings or
within a strong landscape structure;

» development within heavily wooded areas
may be less visually sensive bul may be
damagingte important wildlife and landscape
FeSOUNoes;

= fthese elevated landscapes are particulary
sensitive to tall or prominent structures, such

8 communications mads, and large buildings.



GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

+

maintain, and where necessary, restore
historic parkiand lardscape at Cornbury Park,
including  distinctive elements such as
parkland trees, avenues, lakes, rides, woods,
oopses, boundary walls and structures;

refain mature boundary and roadside trees
and replantas necessary,

manage and extend existing amas of
breadieaved woodland to maximise their
wildlife and landscape value;

plart new blocks and beits of broadieaved
woedland within estate farmland to reinforce
enclosed, wooded character.

Developmentsensitivities

»

historic  parkiand landscapes are  of
exceptional landscape value and extremely
sensitive to development;

estate farmland is alsc generally of high scenic
quality and senstive o development,
atthough its mature structure of woodiand
makes it more visually robust

KEY SETTLEMENTS

See Part 3 for key settlement study for:

Witney

Character Area 7: Wychwood Uplands
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8: UPPER WINDRUSH VALLEY

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

The River Windrush flows through a deep valley
which dissects the limestone of the Cotswold dip
siope and forms a highly distinctive landform
feature, with a distinctively intimate and pastoral
character. The valley is punctuated at its westem
end by Burford and at its eastern end by Witnhey,

which occupies an island of Combrash limestone
within the valley floor and forms the junction
with the more openVale to the south.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

The overall valley form is characterised by
uneven convex sides, their slopes steepening
towards the bottom, and a broad, flat foodplain
throughwhich the river has developeda complex
pattern of meanders. On its northern side, the
smooth landform of the valley sides is broken by
a sefies of minoer, tributary valleys and streams
which flow off the Wychwood Uplands' {Area 7)
to the north. To the south, the valley has a
steeper and more continuous profile, interrupted
only by a distinctive ‘island’ of landform at Asthall
{around which the river once formed a broad
loop}, beforewidening out at Witney.

The geology of the Windrush Valley is
comparatively simple. It is only at the westem
end near Burford and around Swinbrook that
narrow bands of Inferior Oolite and Lias Clays are
exposed beneath the Great QOclite of the
imestone plateau. However, at its eastem end
the Great Qolite gives way to the Combrash
Limestone which forms the valley sides and the
distinctive landform ‘istand’ upon which the town
of Witney originated. The valley floor is lined
with alluvium with occasional pockets of terrace
gravels along the valley sides.

LANDCOVER

The pattern of land cover within the vailey is
highly distinctive. The flat valley floor is prone to
fleoding and has remained predominantly under
permanent pasture, whereas the drier slopes of
the valley sides have a more mixed landcover.
Permanent grassland and woodland are typical of

the steepest siopes, particularly within some of
the tributary valleys, but arable cultivation
predeminatescon the gentler slopes.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The landform of the Windrush Valley defines its
overall character, providing visual endclosure,
shefter and a coherent valley character which
contrasts markedly with the open, rolling
limestone hills above.  Within the valley,
however, a number of different local landscape
types have been identified, the key characteristics
of which are summarised below.

Valley landscapes

Mmor valioy
smallscale tributary valeys which dissect
plateaux and valley-sides and connect with
major valleys;

» pronounced v-shaped profile with stgep
sides and absence of fiat valley floor;

+ watercourse often inconspicuous or absent
feg. dry or winterbourne vaileys on
limestone);

¢ shallower profile at upper end with few trees
of hedges and a more open character;

* stegper valley profile at lower end of valley,
with sides typically cccupied by scrub, trees
and occasionally woods;

e enclosed, intimate characler created by
valley form and vegetation cover;

*» moderate low intervisibility.

Vﬁayﬂoor farmiand
distinctive flat valley floor;
predominantly penmanent pasture but with
pockets of cultivated land,

s riparian character, with strong pattern of
ditches often lined by willow;

Brobe to winter flooding;
landscape structure provided by lines and
groups of mature frees, with willow and alder
CONSPICLIOUS,

+ intimate, semi-enciosed and pastoral
character;

Characler Area 8: Upper Windrush Valley



moderate to low intervisibility, with some
open views into the valfey from above and
some filtered longer views along the valley
fioor.

Open valley-sidefarmiand

distinctive sloping, and typically convex,
valley-side landform;

predominantty large-scale fields under arable
cultivation butwith occasional pasture,

weak landscape structure  and  few
hedges/trees;

open, visually exposed landscape, prominent
in views from within and across valley;

high intervisibility along valley sides.

Semi-enclosedvalley-side fanmiand

distinctive sloping, and typically convex,
valley-side landform;

mixed pattern d land use and strong
structure of hedgerows, trees and woodland;
more enciosed character with  low
intervisibility afong the valley sides but
prominent in views from within and across
the valley.

Limestonewolds landscapes

Open limestone wokls

large-scate, smoothly rolling farmland
occupying the limestone plateau and
dipslope;

typically large or very large fields, with
rectiinear pattem of dry-stone walls (typical
of later enclosures and often in poor
condition) and weak hedgerows, with
frequent gaps and very few trees;

productive farmland predominantly under
intensive arable cultivation;

thin, well-drained calcareous soils and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impoverishied ‘'upland’ character;

very open and exposed character,

distinctive elevated and expansive character
in higher areas, with dominant sky and
sweeping views across surrounding areas,
high intervisibility.

Semi-enclosediimestone wolds flarge-scale}

large-scale, smoothly rolling farmiand
occupying the limestone plateau and
dipsiope;

land use dominated by intensive arable
cultivation with only occasional pasture;

Character Arca 8;

+ generally large-scale flelds with rectilinear
boundaries formed by dry-stone walls and
low hawthorn hedges with cccasional trees,
typical of later enclosures;

e some visual containment provided by large
blocks and belts of woodland creatihg 2
semi-enciosed character,

+ thin, well-drained calcareous soils and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a scmewhat
impoverished 'upland’ character,

* ash, hazel, field maple etc. conspicuous in
hedgerows

¢ distinctive elevated and expansive character
in higher areas, with dominant sky,

+  moderate intervisibility.

Semienclosediimestone wolds (smalier-scale)

+  largescale, gently rolling farmland occupying
the efevated imestone plateau and dipsiope;

s mixed land use and field pattern, with a
patchwork of large arable fields and more
frequent pasture and smatler-scale fields with
irregutar, sinuous boundaties,;

e skong structure o dry-stone walls and
hedgerows with frequent mature hedgerow
rees;

+ @h hazel field maple etc. conspicuous in
hedgerows,

* semi-encio character with  views
contained by hedgerow structure and
frequent blocks or beits of woodland;
diverse and pastoral charadler,;

e moderate intervisibility.

Parkland landscapes

fstate farmiand

« well-managed farmiand associated with large
country estates, often lying beyond formal
parkiand boundaries;

¢ distinctively welltreed characler, with
extensive mature woodland blocks, belts and
copsas (oftenn managed for game), [lnes of
mature trees (predominantly cak) within
hedgerows, along estate boundaries and
mads, estate fencing {railings and post and
rait} and other estate features or buildings;

¢ large-scale pattern of fields, typically bounded
by beits of woodland or lines of mature trees:

s land use predominantly arable but with some

areas of permarnent pasture;

enciosed, secluded and private character;

moderate to low intervisibility.




Sub-rural Jandscapes

Rural fringe land

» non-agricultural land with semi-domestic
character within a rural context, eg horse
paddocks, allotments, small-holdings etc

« small-scale field pattern usually around the
friinges of seitlements;

« somewhat unkempt appearance, rank or
weed-infested grassland, poorly managed
hedges and "boundary fencing, typical
assoitment o ramshackle sheds, horse
jumps, fly-tipping etc.;

* other intrusive influences, such = overhead
power lines and built form on the edge of
settiements;

=  moderateintervisibility.

Sport fandscapes

« manicured or intensively managed land
under amenity use (eg. golf courses or
playing fields);

* landform, planting character and features
{eg. lakes,. bunkers} often unrelated 1o
landscape context;

s open, expansive character, particuiarly
where planting has notyet matured;

s  moderateto high intervisibility.

SETTLEMENT PATTERN

The Windrush Valley contains a string of
setflements, including the towns of Burford and
Witney, positioned at either end, and a number
of smaller villages, including Taynton, Swinbrook,
Minster Lovell and Crawley.

Many of these date from Saxon times when the
shettered valeys, with their well-watered
meadows, were particularly favoured areas fw
settiement.  Geology and relief played a
significant part in their siting - for example,
Witney is focated on an island of Combrash
imestone above the surrounding alluvial
floodplain of the Windrush, while Asthall was
also sited on an istand of landform raised above
the valley floor, The river aiso brought a source
of prosperity with the deveiopment of mills for
the woollen and textile industry, for which
Witney remains famous. Other natural resources
were expioited at Taynton with the quarrying of
particularly fine Great Qolite limestone, used
widely both locally and further afield.

Character Arca 8; Upper Windrush Walley

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

As eisewhere in the Cotswolds, the most
dominant landscape influence within  the
Seflements is the consistent use of local Qolitic
limestone & a building and walling material, with
roofs typically constructed of stone slafes from
the local Stonesfield quamies.

Te some extent, the form and size of many
sefttements has been constrained by physical
factors, such & the narrow valley ficor, its steep
sides and the threat of fiooding.  Other
seftlements have grown out of their traditionai
valley sefing.  For example, the Victorian
seftlement of Charterville was  located
incongruously on the high imestone land above
Minster Lovell, while the modern expansion of
Witney has similarly taken the town beyond its
‘natural’ valley setting onto the higher, more
expased ground of the woids.

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

the spire of Burford Parish Church;
the stone buildings of the villages, mills and
farms located within the valley;
the Abbey ruins at Minster Lovell;

* church and visible earthworks associated
with the deserted medieval village at
Widford.




8: UPPER WINDRUSH VALLEY

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

Most of the character area lies within the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, while the Windrush Valley and fits
tributary, the valley of the Seven Springs, form
pat of the Upper Thames Tributaries
Environmentally Sensitive Area. The lower part
of the valley also lies within the Area of High
lLandscape Value  designation. These
designations confirm that much of the Upper
Windrush Valley landscape is of outstanding
quality and of naticnat significance.

The character area also includes a number of
other features of conservation value which
contribute to its overall significance, including:

o Conservation Areas at Taynton, Burford,
Swinbrook, Asthall, Minster Lovell and within
Witney,

» several remnants of ancient semi-natural
woodland alongthe valley sides to the northy;

« a number of Scheduled Ancient
Monuments afengthe valley floor and sides.

Overall, the Upper Windrush Valley has a highty
attractive and remarkably unspoilt, rural
character but with some localised variations in
quality and condition which require different
strategies for managementand enhancement (see
Figure 6},

The principal factors that potentially threaten
larkiscape quality in this area are:

e agricuftural intensification, particularly
drainage and cultivation of floodplain pasture,
removal of ‘wet fences’;

¢ poor maintenance or loss of fraditional stone
buildings and drystone walls;

o the expansion of settlements into open
countryside;

o ‘subwbanisation’ o rural seftements and
roads;

» the visual intrusion of unsightly development
and poor management of fringe areas (eg.
Wast of Witney).

Character Area 8: Upper Windrush val

GUIDELINES FOR VALLEY
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

s ratain and manage areas of flcodplain pasture
and meadows,

e reintroduce traditional practices of willow
pollardingand ditch management,

s introduce new planting along watercourses
and in Iines and groups within valley floor,
using typical riparian species such & willow
and alder,

« where possible, introduce new woodland
planting along the vailey-sides and convert
arable fields to grasstand,

» strengthen [andscape structure by new
planting on westemn edge of Witney to reduce
impact of development

Development sensitivities

« unspoilt valiey floor farmland and the minor
valleys are of particularly high quality and
sensitive to development;

« oOpen valey-sides are visually sensitive and
development would be highly prominent and
exposed;

+ enclosed valley-sides are also highly visible
but may offer limited opportunitiesto absorb
smallscale development within a strong
structure of trees and woodland or with other
buildings;

s all valley landscape types would be
particularly sensitive to the introduction of tall
or large-scale structures.
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GUIDELINES FOR LIMESTONE
WOLD LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

rebuild and maintain drystone walls;

retain and replant hedgerows and hedgerow
frees, using native speces typical of the
limestone (eg. ash, field maple etc.);

where possible, encourage conversion of
arable land to pasture;

plant large blocks and belts of native
broadleaved woodland, to link with existing
woodlands and restore a mosaic of woodland
and farmland.

Development sensitivities

slevated, open limestone wold landscapes are
very visually exposed and particularly
sensitive {0 development;

elevated, semi-enclosed limestone wolds
landscapes are alsc visually sensitive and any
development would need to be closely
integrated with existing buildings or within a
strong landscape structure;

tall structures, such & communications masts,

and large buildings would be particularly

prominentin these elevated landscapes.

GUIDELINES FOR SUB-RURAL
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

regair broken-down fencing and encourage
development and maintenance of sfrong
hedgerows and trees to reduce impact of
unsightly land uses;

encourage more consistent use of boundary
treatments along built  frontages and
allotments/small-holdings.

Development sensitivities

polentiall{ more tolerant of deveIoPment but

prominent plateau location, and
suburbanising  influence on  adjacent
landscape, limits opportunities;

development of smafl fields and over-
development of individual plots, leading to

Character Area B: Upper Windrush Valley

continuous ribbon development, should be
avoided.
EEY SETTLEMENTS

See Part 3 for key setflement studies for:

Burford
Witney
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9: SHILTON DOWNS

L ANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

An area of limestone landscape which forms the
divide between the low-lying clay vale o the
south and the Windrush Valley and limestone
uplands to the north, A line of setiements lie
along its southern boundary, occupying the
spring line between the limestone and day {eg.
Fiking, Kencott, Broadwell, Alvescot and
Carterton). The area has a typically large-scaie
field pattern bounded by dry-stone walls with the
sparse and characteristic vegetation cover typical
of the other limestone aeas, apart from extensive
woodlands around the Cotswold Wildlife Park
and estate farmiand to the west.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

This area is the southern part of the same Qolitic
limestone landmass that forms the Wychwood
Uplands but is divided from it by the incised
valley of the River Windrush. The gently rolling
fandform is part of the Cotswold dipslope and
rises gently from the clay vale {o reach a height of
around 150m AQD on its western boundary and
around 130m AOD aiong the top of the
Windrush Valley 1o the north.  Itis dissected only
by the narrow, steep-sided valley of the Shil
Brook which flows between Westwell and
Carterton and into the vale at Biack Bourton.

The Great Oolite limestone dominates most of
the area but along its southern edge, a cappingof
Combrash limestone forms a distinctive band of
rolling landform forming the transition between
the limestone wolds and the clay vaie.

LANDCOVER

The free-draining soils of the limestone are
typically characterised by large-scale arable
farming, with large fields enciosed by stone walls
or low, clipped hedges, and sparse natural
vagetation cover. However, the central part of
the area is occupied by the wooded estate
landscape around the Cotswold Wildlife Park,
with extensive planted woodland and belts of
trees creating an enclosed and intimate character
to the landscape. There are a few other pockets
of woodland within the area, eg. to the east of

Character Area 9: Shilton Downs

Brize Norion, some of which are of ancient
origin.

LANDSCAFPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The overall character of this area is dominated by
its limestone geoclogy, forming the typically large-
scaie, open landscape of the limestone wolds.
However, there are contrasts between this and
the heavily wooded and enclosed estate
character around the Cotswold Wildlife Park and
a number of other local landscape types have
been identified, the key characteristics of which
are summarised below.

Vailey landscapes

Minor vafflovs

*  smallscale tributary valleys which dissect
plateaux and valley-sides and connect with
major valleys;

¢ pronounced v-shaped profile with steep
sides and absence of flat valley floor;

= watercourse often inconspicuous or absent
{eg. dry or winterbourne valieys on
limestone);

¢ shailower profile at upper end with fow trees
or hedges and a more open character;

*  steeper valley profile at lower end of valley,
with sides typically occupied by scrub, trees
and occasionally woods,

» enclosed, intimate character created by
valley form and vegetation cover,

¢+  moderateto low intervisibility.

Limestonewolds landscapes

Gpen limestone wolds

» lagescale, smocthly rolling farmiband
occupying the limestone plateau and
dipsiope,

+  typically large or very large fields, with
recilinear pattern of dry-stone walls (typical
of later enclosures and often in poor
conditiorr} and weak hedgerows, with
frequent gaps and very few frees;

+ productive farmland predominantty under
intensive arable cultivation;
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« thin, well-drained calcareous soils and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impoverished 'uptand’ character,;
very open and exposed character,

« distinctive elevated and expansive character
in higher areas, with dominant sky and
sweeping views acruss surrounding aneas;

+ high intervisibility.

Semi-enclosed limestong wolds {large-scale)

s largescale, smoothly rolling farmiand
occupying the limesione plateau and
dipsiope;

s+ land use dominated by intensive arable
cultivation with only cccasional pasture,

e generally large-scale fields with rectilinear
boundaries formed by dry-stone walls and
low hawthorn hedges with occasional trees,
typical of later enclosures;

e some visual containment provided by large
blocks and belts of woodland creating a
semi-enclosed character,

¢ thin, well-drained calcareous soils and sparse
natural vegetation cover and a somewhat
impoverished 'upland’ character,

e azh hazel, field maple et¢c. conspicuous in
hedgerows

o distinctive elevated and expansive character
in higher areas, with dominant sky,

s+ moderate intervisibility.

Semi-enclosediimestone wolds Gmaller-scale)

+ large-scale, gently rolling farmiand occupying
the elevated limestone piateau and dipsiope;

« mixed land use and field pattem, with a
patchwork of large arable fields and more
frequent pasture and smaller-scale fields with
iregular, sinuous boundaries;

e strong structure of dry-stone walls and
hedgerows with frequent mature hedgerow
froes;

» ash hazel, field maple etc. conspicuous in
hedgerows,

« semi-enclosed character with  views
contained by hedgerow structure and
frequent blocks or belts of woodland,

« diverse and pastoral character,
moderate intervisibi[’rt?'.

Parkiand landscapes

Parkiand

»

formal, designed landscape and grounds
surrcunding large country houses;

distinctive formal landscape features,
including avenues, free-standing mature
trees in pastwe, clumps and blocks of
woodland, exctic free species, formal
structures and boundary features;

planting and landscape character generally
unrelated to surrounding areas;

distinctively rural, picturesque and pastoral
character;

mature wocdland and tree cover with
typically enclosed character;

low intervisibility.

Estate farmitand

well-managed farmiand associated with large
country estates, often lying beyond formai
parkland boundaries;

distinctively wellireed character, with
extensive mature woodland blocks, belts and
copses {often managed for game), lines of
mature trees (predominantly oak) within
hedgerows, along estate boundaries and
roads, estate fencing {railings and post and
rail} and other estate features or buildings,
large-scate pattem of flelds, typically bounded
by heits of woodland or lines of mature trees;
land use predominantly arable but with some
areas of permanent pasture;

enclosed, seciuded and private character;
moderateto low intervisibility

Sub-rural landscapes

Rural fringe land

»

*

waste ground on disused airfield with
somewhat unkempt appearance and air o
derelictior and neglect;
rank or weed-infested grassiand, poorly
managed hedges and boundary fencing, with
areas of fly-tipping and rubbie;
moderate intervisibility.
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Sport fandscapes

* manicured or intensively managed land
under amenily use {eg. golf courses or
playingfields);

* Jandform, planting character and features
{eg. lakes, bunkers} often unrelated to
landscape context;

« suburban influences of dubhouses, gates and
car parking;

s open, expansive character, particularly
where planting has not yet matured;

s moderate to high intervisibility.

Airfields and MoD land

s active airfield and MoD sites that typically
occupy  flat,  exposed and prominent
locations;

¢ open, expansive and bleak character with
very weak landscape structure;

» visually prominent buildings and features {eg.
large hangars, sheds, high secunty fencing,
aircraftetc.)

¢ high intervisibility.

SETTLEMENT PATTERN

Much of this rolling limestone country is sparsely
settled, with the small vilages of Westwell,
Holwell, Signet and Shiton forming the only
seftements lying to the north and west of
Carterton. Al of these avoid the highest, most
exposed areas, taking advantage of the shelter
provided by minor valleys (eg. the Shill Brook}
and hillsides.

The largest settlement in the area - Carterton - is
a comparatively recent seitiement, founded in
1901 to provide housing for a colohy of
smallholders. Although it did not prosper for this
purpcse, it grew enomously after 1920 in
response to housing needs for RAF Brize Norton.
Like the village of Brize Norton to the east
Carterton occupies part of the band of Combrash
Limestone which forms the transition between
the Qalitic limestone and the clay vale. They
form part of a sfing of setlements which
traditionally took advantage of the springs that
emerge at the junction of the limestone and ciay
and the lighter, mere easily worked soils of the
Combrash (see Character Area 10}.

Character Area 9: Shilton Downs

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

The influence of the underlying Qolitic limestone
is sfill evident & the predominant building
material in the older settlements of this area, with
roofs typically constructed of Stonesfield slates.
The presence of drystone walls is ¢ommon
throughout the area and is a remarkably accurate
indicator of the underlying geciogy. While stone
is common within seftlements further south in
the clay vale {eg. Bampton}, the change from
hedges to stone walls within the wider farmed
landscape follows the geologicat houndary almost
exactly.

The smaller setlements in the northernarea have
a fairly compact form, some reminiscent of the
Victerian ‘closed’ villages and others originally
contained by a tight valley site {eg. Shilten). in
contrast, the larger villages on the Combrash
have a more elongated form, mainly with a
nerth-south orientation, with buildings strung out
along reads. Carterton has expanded rapidly in
most directions aithocugh it has been somewhat
constrained to the west by the valiey of the Shill
Brook.

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

+ intrusive buildings, fences and stnuctures
associated with Brize Norton airfield,

» intrusive pylons and overhead power lines
which encreach inte the aea along its

westem edge.



Q. SHILTON DOWNS

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND
CONDITION

This character aea is not covered by any
statutory landscape designations.  Howeaver, it
lies within an Area of High lLandscape Value
and includes a number of features of
conservation significance which contribute to its
overall value, including:

Conservation Area at Shilton;

two Sites of Special Scientific Interest and
several remnants of ancient semi-natural
woodland agoss the limestone uplands.

Overall, the Shilton Downs have an atiractive
and largely unspoilt, rural character but with
occasional detracting influences, most notably
the influence of urban development and the
airbase at Carerton and the ‘scruffy’, derelict
character of the disused airfield south of the
Cotswold Wildlife Park, Most localised variations
in quality and condition are related to the effects
of agricultural land management practice.
Different stategies for management and
enhancement are shown in Figure 6.

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape quality in this area are:

» agricuttural intensification, particularly the
conversion of grassiand to arable, the removal
of natural vegetation cover and the poor
maintenance and loss of field boundaries;

« noise and visual intrusion of Brize Norton
alrfield;

= the expansion o settiements and new housing
inte open countryside (eg. Carterton and af
Bradwell Grove);

» ‘suburbanisation’ of rural setffernents and
roads;

s negative quality f derelict airfield site.

Character Arca 9: Shilton Downs

GUIDELINES FOR LIMESTONE
WOoLDS LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

rebuild and maintain drystone walls,

retain and replant hedgerows and introduce
more hedgerow fees, using native species
typical of the limestone (eg. ash, field maple
etc.);

¢ plant large blocks and belts of native
broadieaved woodland, to link with existing
woodiands and restore a mosaic of wooadland
and farmland;

« where possible, retain areas of existing
permanent pasture (such a& around Field
Famm}, encourage conversion of arable land to
pasture and discourage further field
enlargement;

s encourage less intensive farming practices, the
introduction of 'natural' vegetation cover in
field headlands and margins, improve
appearance and wildlife value of ‘set-aside’
land;

« repair and maintain traditional stone buildings
inthe landscape;

¢ strengthen [landscape structure  around
Carterton by new planting to soften the
impact of existing and proposed
development.

Development sensitivities

« open limestone wold landscapes are very
visually exposed and sensiive to
development;

« a particuiarly strong landscape structure
would need to be established fo absorb
developmentin more open ardscapes;

+ semi-enclosed limestone wolds landscapes
are also visually sensive and any
development would need to be dosely and
sensitively integrated with existing buildings or
within a strong landscape structure;

+ glevated, open landscapes are particularly
sensitive to tall or prominent structures, such
& communications masts, and large buildings.
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GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

L

retain mature trees and other formal parkland
features within the Cotswold Wildlife Park;
retain mature hedges, boundary frees and
roadside avenues and replant as necessary;
manage and extend existing areas of
broadieaved woodland to maximise their
wildiife and landscape value;

plant new blocks and belts of broadleaved
woodiand within estate farmiand to reinforce
enciosed, wooded character;

retain areas of permanent pasture and resist
conversionto arable.

Developmentsensitivities

parkland landscapes and their component
features are of high landscape value and very
sensitive to developmaent,

estate farmiand is also generaily of high soenic
quality and sensiive to development,
although its mature structure of woodland
makes it more visually robust.

GUIDELINES FOR VALLEY
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

retain and manage areas of pasture and
meadows within the minor valleys;

encourage  sensitive  management  of
watercourses, planting of riparian vegetation
argd traditional poliardingof willows;

introduce new woodland pianting along the
valley-sides

Developmentsensitivities

the intimate landscape of the minor valleys
has & rural, pastoral and generaily unspoilt
character and is very sensitive to built
development;

the upper, more open valey-sides are
particularty visually sensitive and development
would be highly prominent and exposed,

the landscape buffer provided by Shill Brook
along the westem edge of Carterton should
be maintained and strengthened.

Character Area 9: Shilton Downs

GUIDELINES FOR SUB-RURAL
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

»

improve the quatlity of the boundaries around
Brize Norton aithase by new planting and
improved management, to reduce impact of
intrusive structures, fencing and land uses;
remove fly-tipping and unsightly fences etc.
from the disused airfield near Bradwell Grove
and encourage restoration of a more positive
and appropriate landscape character;
strengthen landscape structure in fringe
landscapes around Carterton by new planting
to soften the impact of existing and proposed
development;

encourage use of more appropriate species
and plantingcharacter within golf course;
encourage less intensive management of
fairways and roughs, to encourage a more
diverse grassiand sward;

muaintain strong boundary planting to contain
suburbanising influence on surrounding rural
landscape.

Development sensitivities

‘brown-field" site of disused airfield
potentially more tolerant of development but
prominent plateau location and rural context
are limiting factors;

the intreduction of urban influences, eg. styles
of buildings, highway treatments and lighting
tc the airfield site would be potentially
damaging to the rural character of the

surreunding landscape.
the highly artificial golf course landscape is
quite toferant of change but built

developmertwould alter its essentially ‘green’
character,

sites with an open character on settlement
finges are less able to absorb develepment
than those with a strong pattem of hedgerows
and frees, within which development could
be more successfully integrated.

KEY SETTLEMENTS

See Part 3 for key settlerment studies for;

Burford, Carterton and Witney

61



1O BAMPTON VALE

1 Northern Valleys o
and Ridges _~"\_Zronstone Valleys and Ridges

(see page 17) Hﬂ"‘z_, {see page 22}

3 Enstone Uplands
{see page 27}

5 Upper Evenlode Valley
(see page 37)

6 Lower Evenlode Valley
{see page 42}

4 Eastern Parks and Valleys
{see page 32)

7 Wychwood Uplands

(see page 47)
| W
|
| bR e
11 Eynsham Vale
| 8 Upper \*\gr;ir;;sgl; ;’;:Iey {see page 67)

T

¢ Shilton Downs
(see page 57)

12 Lower Windrus

Valley and Easie
10 Bampion Vaie Thames Fringes
{aeas page G I (see page 72}

13 Western Thames Fringes
{see page 77)

Character Arca 102 Bamptoun Vale



10: BAMPTON VALE

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

This area of distinctively low-lying but gently
rolling clay vaie landscape lies between the edge
of the limestone to the north and the very flat,
expansive floodplain landscape which borders
the River Thames to the south. The underlying
dlay geology is reflected in the soils and character
of the vegetation (eg. oak is the dominant tree
species). Landscape pattern is characterised by
large fields with a reasonably strong structure of
hedgerows and trees, although pockets of more
open, intensive arable cultivation occupy higher,
drier and more productive land overlying
localised areas of river gravels.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

This is an area of low-lying, subdued retief which
forms part of the lowland landscape of the Upper
Thames Clay Vale. There is some variation in
ground levels between about 70 and 96 m AOD
but these changes are very subtle and are barely
perceptible across much of the area.

The underlying geclogy is dominated by Oxford
Clay but overlying this are localised deposits of
alluvium and terrace gravels which have an
influence on landuse and vegetation.

LANDCOVER

The heavy alluvial solls occur along minor
steamoolrses and typically support permanent
pasture or grasstand, with willow-lined ditches
and a pastoral, riparian character. Famnland on
the Oxford Clay supports a mixture of grassiand
and arable within farge fields bounded by strong
hedges and blocks of woodland, with cak & the
dominant species. Areas of more open, irntensive
arable cultivation are confined to the higher,
drier and more productive land overlying

localised areas of river gravels.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The overall character of this area is defined by its
fow-lying and gentte relief and the patchwork of
large, regularly shaped fields and comparatively
strong structure of hedgerows and trees.  Within
the area, however, a number of subtle variations
it local landscape character have been identified,
as summarised below.

Clay vale landscapes

Floodplain pasture

¢ typicall, located immediately adjacent to
rivers and minor watercourses on fand prone
to flooding, particularly in winter,;

¢ distinctively fiat, low-lying land (below 70m
AQD);

¢ predominantly under permanent pasture with
only occasional cultivated land;

¢ riparian character, with strong pattern of
ditches often lined by willow;

¢ landscape structure provided by lines and
groups of mature trees, with willow and alder
CONSpitLOUS;

¢ intimate, semi-erclosed and  pastoral
character,

+ remote and tranquil with limited intrusion by
people or buildings;

* moderateto low intervisibility.

Open flat vale Farmiand

» drained and cuftivated land (arable or
raseeded grassland) within the flocdplain;

 distinctively flat and low-lying;

» network of ditches;

« weak landscape structure with few trees, low
or gappy hedges open ditches and fences,

s opent, denuded character with  high
intervisiility;

* ‘two-dimensional', expansive landscape with
dominant sky,

Character Arca 10: Bampton Vale



Semi-enclosed flat vale

¢ drained and cultivated land (arable or
reseeded grasstand) within the floodplain;
distinctivelyflat and low-lying
network of ditches;

o strong landscape structure of willow-lined
ditches, hedgerows and occasional woodland
blocks;

+ semiencicsed character with moderate to
low intarvisibility.

Openrolling vale farmiand

¢ lowlying land off floodplain floor {generally
above 70m AQOD) with a discemible raised
landform;

o well-drained, productive land underlain by
river terrace gravels ;

» large-scale, cultivated  fields  (arable
predominant)with regular field boundaries;

s weak structure of tightly clipped hedges and
few hedgerow frees {dry-stonewalls absert),
cpen, denuded character,
high intervisibility;

‘two-dimensional’, expansive landscape with
dominant sky.

Semi-enciosedrofling vale farmiand

o low-lying land off floodplain floor {generally
above 70m AOD) with a discemible raised
tandform;

+ well-drained, productive land underlain by
fiver terrace gravels ;

e mostly largescale fields under arable with
regufar field boundaries but some smaller-
scale pattern and pasture {especially around
seftlements);

s stronger structure of hedgerows, trees and
occasional befts ar biocks of woodland;
semi-enclosed character,
moderate intervisibility.

Parkland landscapes

Parldand

« formal, designed landscape and grounds
surrounding large country houses;

s distinctive formal  landscape  features,
including avenues, free-standing mature
frees in pasture, clumps and blocks of
woodland, exclic iree speces, formal
structures and boundary features;

e planting and landscape character generaily
unrelated to surroundingareas;

« distinctively rural, picturesque and pastoral
character,

+ mature woodland and free cover with
typically enciosed character,

+ low intervisipility.

Estate farmiand

+ well-managed farmland associated with large
country estaes, often lying beyond formal
parkland boundaries,

¢ distinctively well-treed character, with
extensive mature woodland biocks, belts and
copses (often managed for game), lines of
mature tees (predominantly oak) within
hedgerows, along estate boundaries and
roads, estate fencing (railings and post and
rail) and other estate features or buitdings,

* large-scale pattern of fields, typically bounded
by beits of woodland or lines of mature frees;

+ land use predominantly arable but with some
areas of permanent pasture;
enclosed, secluded and private character;
moderate to low intervisibility

SETTLEMENT PATTERN

The pattern of seftiement within this area is
intimately refated to geciogy. A line of villages
occur along the northern edge of the ares,
including Filkins, Broughton Poggs, Kencot,
Broadwell, Black Bourton and Alvescot.  Early
settlement of these areas was intimately related
to the outcrop of Combrash limestone which
forms the transition between the Qolitic
limestone to the north and the clay vale, taking
advartage of the springs that emerge at the
junction of the limestone and clay and the
lighter, more easily worked soils of the
Combrash.

Elsewhere, extensive deposits of river gravels
overlie the Oxford Clay and alluvium to create
terraces of raised kand with weill-drained soils that
were favoured by early seffers. There has been
persistent seftlement of these Thames -side
gravels since prehistorictimes but most of today's
sefflements date from the Saxon period and
include Bampton {one of the eariest Saxon
settiements in this part of England), Clanfield,
Langford and Aston. Other small hamiets and
fams alsc tend to occupy islands of raised
ground, such as at Lew, with a very spase

Character Area 10; Bamy



scattering of buildings within the large aeas of
low-lyingfarmland in between,

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

Where seftlements evoived a5 isolated ‘istands’
surrounded by fow-yingflondplain marshes, their
form tends to be nucleated, focused upon a
central space. This is particutarly true o
Bampton which, until 1750, had no surfaced
road access and weas essentially an inward-
fooking, seff-sufficient community. Other
setflements have developed in a more linear
fashion and in some cases have coalesced to
form linked pairs of vilages, such a5 Filkins and
Broughton Poggs and Kencot and Broadwell.

Qolitic limestene is the predominant building
and roofing material in the vilages, reflecting
their relative proximity to the Cotswold hills to
the north. Occasional brick buildings mostly date
from the nineteenth century. While stone is
common withir the villages, it is rare within the
open farmland, where hedges or ditches are the
predoeminantfield boundaries.

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

= spire of Bampton church;

+ other aftractive stone buildings within
conservationvilages and in open countryside;

¢ intrusive buildings, fences and structures
associated with Brize Norton airfield, visible
over some distance, especially from slightly
elevated areas {eg. Lew);intrusive pylons and
overhead power lines which encroach into
the area along its westem edge.

Character Area 10: Bamplon Vale

o4



10: BAMPTON VALE

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

This character area is not covered by any
statutory landscape designations. However, parts
of the area lie within an Area of High Landscape
Value and it includes a number of features of
conservation significance which contribute to its
overall value, including:

e Conservation Areas at Langford, Bampton,
Filkins, Broughton Poggs, Kencot and
Advescot,

« a good number of Scheduled Ancient
Monuments assocdiated with early settlement
on the terrace graveis,

« some large remnants of Ancient Semi-
natural Woodland to the east of the area.

Overall, the Westem Vale Fringes have an
attractive and unspoilt, rural character but with
some localised variations in quality and condition
which  require  differet  strategies  for
management and enhancement (see Figure 6).

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape guality in this area are:

. g?ancultural intensification, <j}::artu:c.l farly
inage and conversion of pasturé fo arable,

the removal of natural vegetation cover and
the poor mantenance and loss of field

boundaries;

i ‘su%urgan?sahon' of rural setiements and
roads;

= noise and visual intrusion from Brize Norton
airbase and visual intrusion of pylons and
overhead power lines.

GUIDELINES FOR CLAY VALE
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

+ retain and manage areas of floodplain

pasture, meadows and riparianvegetation;

s promote traditional practices o willow
pollardingand ditch management;

» infroduce new planting along watercourses
and in lines and groups within valley floor,
using typical riparian species such a8 willow
and afder;

« within open clay vale landscapes, restore a
stronger structure of hedgerows, hedgerow
frees and belts of woodland,

¢ in semi-enciosed clay vale farmiand, retain
and extend existing hedgerow network and
allow mature hedgerowfrees to develop;

+ where possibie, encourage conversion of
arable land to pasture;

« plant large biocks and belts of native
broadieaved woedland, to link with existing
woodlands and restore a more mixed pattern
of woodland and farmiand.

Development sensitivities

s unspoilt fioodplain farmiand is of particularty
high quality and sensitive to development;

s open clay vale landscapes are visually
sensitive and development would be highly
prominent and exposed;

« semi-enclosed clay vale landscapes may offer
limited opportunities to absorb small-scale
developmentwithin a strong structure of trees
and woodland or with other buildings.

Characler Area 10: Bampllon Vale



GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

o

maintain, and where necessary, restore
parkland landscape and features at
Cokethorpe,;

retain mature hedges, boundary trees and
roadside avenues ard replant as necessary;,
manage and extend existing areas of
broadleaved woodland to maximise their
wildlife and landscape value;

plant new blocks and belts of broadleaved
woodland within estate farmland to reinforce
enclosed, wooded character;

retain areas of permanent pasture and resist
conversionto arable.

Developmentsensitivities

parkland landscapes and their component
features are of high landscape value and very
sensitive to development;

astate farmland is also generally of high scenic
quality and sensitive to development,
although its mature structure of woodland
makes it more visually robust,

KEY SETTLEMENTS

See Part3 for key settiement study for:

Bampton

Characier Arca 1 Bam
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11: EYNSHAM VALE

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

This area has similarities with Area 10 and forms
a low-lying area characterised by large-scale,
subtly rolling farmiand, with a strong landscape
structure. However, it is padicutarly
distinguished by extensive areas of woodland and
a well-treed character dominated by the formal
parkland and well-managed farmiand of Eynsham
Park and other large estates.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

This is an area of low-lying, subdued relief which
forms part of the lowland landscape of the Upper
Thames Clay Vale and its tributaries (including
the lower part of the Evenlode valley). There is
some variation in ground levels between about
70 and 9¢ m AQD but these changes are very
subtle and are barely perceptible across much of
the area. The underlying geology is dominated
by Oxford Clay but overlying this are [ocatised
deposits of alluvium, terrace gravels and glacial
drift which have an influence on landuse and
vegetation,

LANDCOVER

The heavy alluvial soils occur along
streamcourses and river valleys and typically
support permanent pasiure or grassland, with
willow-lined ditches and a pastoral, riparian
character. Farmiand onthe Oxford Clay supports
a mixture of grassland and arable within large
fields bounded by strong hedges and biocks of
cak woodland.

Woodiand cover, including the ancient woodland
o Cogges Wood, is afeature of the parkiand and
estate landscape surrounding Eynsham Hall and
occupies areas underlain by boulder clay. Areas
of more cpen, intensive arable cultivation are
confined to the higher, drier and more
productive land overlying localised areas of river
gravels.

Character Area 11: Eynsham Vale

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

Like the Western Vale Fringes, the typical
character of this area is defined by its low-lying
ard gentle reflief and the patchwork of large,
reguiarly shaped fields and comparatively strong
structure of hedgerows and trees.  However, the
heavily wooded estate landscape of Eynsham
Park is a dominant feature and a number of more
subtle variations in local landscape character
have also been identified, as summarised below.

Clay vale landscapes

Floodplain pasture

+ fypically located immediately adjacent to
rivers and minor watercourses on land prone
to flooding, particularly in winter;

« distinctively fiat, low-lying fand (below 70m
AOD),

+ predominantty under permanent pasture with
only occasional cultivated land;

+ nparian character, with strong pattern of
ditches often lined by willow;

* landscape structure provided by lines and
groups of mature trees, with willow and alder
conspictious;

+ intimate, semi-enclosed and  pasioral
character,

« remote and tranguil with limited intrusion by
peopte or buildings;

* moderate to low intervisibility.

Open flat vade farmiand

e drained and cultivated land (arable or
reseeded grassland)within the floodplain,

» distinctively flat and low-lying;

» network of ditches;

« weak landscape structure with few trees, low
or gappy hedges open ditches and fences;

« open, denuded character with high
intervishbility;

» ‘twodmensional’, expansive landscape with
dominant sky.
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Semi~enclosedffat vale farmiand

drained and cultivaied land (arable or
reseeded grassland) within the floodplain;
distinctively flat and low-lying;

network of ditches,

stronger landscape structure of willow-lined
ditches, hedgerows and occasional woodland
blocks;

semi-enclosed character with moderate to
fow intewisibility.

Cpen rolling vale farmiand

o

low-lyving land off floodplain floor {(generally
above 70m AOD) with a discemnible raised
landform,

well-drained, productive land underiain by
river terace gravels ;

large-scale, cuitivated  fields {arable
predominant} with regular field boundaries;
weak structure of tightly clipped hedges and
few hedgerowtrees {dry-stonewalls absent);
open, denuded character,

high intewisibility;

two-dimensional’, expansive landscape with
dominant sky.

Sermi-enclosed rolling vafe farmiand

low-lying land of floodplain floor {generally
above 70m AOD} with a discernible raised
landform,

well-drained, productive land underlain by
tiver terrace gravels ;

mostly large-scale fields under arable with
regular field boundaries but some smaller-
scale pattern and pasture (especially around
seftlements) ;

stronger structure of hedgerows, trees and
occasional belts or biocks of woodland;
semi-enciosed character,

moderate intervisibility.

Floodplain wellands

o

o

Chiaracter Area 11; F

areas of open water occupying former gravel
pitswithin floodplain;

associated wet grassland and marsh/ffen
vegetation communities with a semi-natural
character;

distinctively flat, low-lying land (below 70m
AQD};

structure and visual enciosure provided by
developingscrub and tree cover;

moderate to low intervisibility.

Vale

Parkland landscapes

Fartdand

*

formal, designed landscape and grounds
surrounding farge country houses;

distinctive formal landscape features,
including avenues, free-standing mature
trees in pasture, clumps and blocks of
woodland, exofic tree spedes, formal
structures and boundary features;

planting and landscape character generally
unrelatedio surreunding aneas;

distinctively rural, picturesque and pastoral
character;

mature woodland and tree cover with
typically enclesed character;

low intewisibility.

Estate farmmland

a

well-managed farmland associated with farge
country estates, often lying beyond formal
paridand boundaries;

distinctively well-treed  character, with
extensive mature woodland biocks, belts and
copses (often managed for game), lines of
mature trees (predominantly oak) within
hedgerows, along estate boundaries and
mads, estate fencing (railings and post and
rail) and other estate features or buildings,
large-scale pattern of fields, typically bounded
by belts of wocdland or lines of mature trees;
land we pradominantly arable but with some
areas of permanent pasture;

endosed, secluded and private character;
moderate to low intervisibility
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SETTLEMENT PATTERN

Like most parts of the Upper Thames Clay Vae,

the pattern of settlement within this area is
intimately related to geology, with most
seftlements located on the raised terraces of river
gravels which coveriie the clay and alluvial fiats.
Their origing are mixed, however, as there hes
been persistent setdement of these Thames-side
gravels since prehistoriclimes.  For example, sites
near Eynsharn and Cassington show an overlap of
cultures from Bronze and lron Age, through
Romanto Saxon settiement.

All took advantage of the proximity to well-
watered meadows and the lighter, productive
soils of the gravel terraces.  Place names suggest
definite Saxon origins for some setlements, such
& Eynsham which incorporates the Old English
word for meadow - ‘hary.  Eynsham's siting was
also related to a strategic crossing point of the
Thames. Other setlements, like Freefand, owe
their origins to the re-development of the
agrarian landscape and the building of country
mansions, notably Eynsham Hall, in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

Setlements in this area are predominantly linear
in form with buildings strung out along a road
{eg. Cassington and Freeland). Eynsham has a
squarer form, with its original core having been
extended as part of a planned medieval
settlement, although this form has been partially
obscured by modern development.

Qciitic limestone is the predominant building
material in these seiiements, reflecting their
relative proximity to the Cotswold hills to the
north. Roofing material is mora mixed, however,
and includes Stonesfield slate, thatch, tiles and
Weish slate. While stone is common within the
villages, it is rare within the open farmiandg,
where hedges or ditches are the predominant
fieid boundaries.

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

= intrusive buildings and urban features around

fringes of Eynsham.

Character Area 11: Eynsham Vale a9



11: EYNSHAM VALE

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

This character area is not coversd by any
statutory landscape designations and only a small
part lies within the Area of High Landscape
Value. However, it includes a number of
features of conservation significance which
contribute to its overall value, including:

+ Conservation Areas at Church Hanborough,
Biador, Cassington and Eynsham;

+ a Park and Garden of Special Interest at
Eynsham Hall;

« 3 number of Scheduled Ancient
Monuments on the terrace gravels near
Eynsham,

o some large remnants of Ancient Semi-
natural Wopdland scattered acress the area.

Overall, the Eynsham Vale has an attractive and
largely unspoilt, rural character but with some
localised variations in quality and condition
which demand different shategies for
management and enhancement (see Figure x).

The principal faciors that potentially threaten
landscape quality inthis area are:

s agricultural intensification, particularly
drainage and conversion of pasture to arable,
the removal of natural vegetation cover and
the poor maintenance and kss o field
boundaries;

« intrusion from built development, heavy
traffic on main roads (particularly the A40}
and overhead power lines;

» expansion of rural setflements and
‘suburbanisation’ of the wider countryside.

Character Area 11; Eynsham Vale

GUIDELINES FOR CLAY VALE
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

+ refain and manage aeas of floodplain
pasture, meadows and riparian vegetation,

+ promote ftraditional practices of willow
pollardingand ditch management,

s introduce new planting along watercourses
and in fines and groups within valley fioor,
using typical riparian species such as willow
and alder;

¢ within open day vale landscapes, restore a
stronger structure of hedgerows, hedgerow
trees and belts of woodland,

¢ in semi-enclosed clay vale farmiand, retain
and extend existing hedgerow network and
allow mature hedgerow trees to develop,

s+ where possible, encourage conversion of
arable land te pasture;

e plant large blocks and beits of native
broadleaved woodland, to link with existing
woodiands and restore a more mixed pattern
of woodtand and farmiand,

s strengthen landscape structure around the
main settfements {(eg. Eynsham) to soften the
urbanising effects of existing or proposed
peripheral development;

« maintain rural character of secondary road
network  and, where possible, avoid
urbanising influences of street lighting, kerbs
and footpaths, signage etc.

Development sensitivities

+ unspoilt floodplain farmiand is of particularly
high quality and sensitive to development;

s flat, open clay vale landscapes are visually
sensitive and development would be highly
prominent and exposed uniess integrated
within strong new landscape frameworks;

» semienciosed day vale landscapes may offer

fimited eppertunitics tv abeerk small-scate
deveiopment within a strong structure of frees
and woodland or with other buildings;
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smaller-scale, clay vale landscapes on the
immediate fringes of the larger settlements are
potentially more tolerant of development, if it
conforms to existing field pattemn, s
sensitively designed and does not significantly
aiter settlement form.

GUIDELINES FOR PARKLAND
AND ESTATE LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

maintain, and where necessary, restore
paridand landscape and features at Eynsham
Park;

retain mature hedges, boundary trees and
roadside avenues and replant 26 necessary;
manage and exiend existing areas of
broadleaved woodland t0 maximise their
wildlife and landscape value;

plant new blocks and belts of broadleaved
woodiand within estate farmland to reinforce
enciosed, wooded character;

Character Area 11 Bynsham Vale

retain areas of permanent pasture and resist
conversion to arable.

Developmentsensitivities

parkiand landscapes and their component
features are of high landscape value and very
sensitive to deveiopment;

estate farmiand is also generally of high scenic
quality and sensitive fo development,
atthough its mature structure of woodland
makes it more visually robust.

KEY SETTLEMENTS

See Part 3 for key settlement study for:

Eynsham
Witney
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12: LOWER WINDRUSH VALLEY AND EASTERN

THAMES FRINGES: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

An area of distinctively flat, low-lying landscape
which occupies the ‘floodplain' of the River
Windrush and the margins of the River Thames
to the east and west of their confluence. The
area overlies extensive river gravel deposits and
its character has been heavily modified by
mineral extraction. Large areas of the fioodplain
are now occupied by gravel pits in various stages
of active quarrying, restoration or recolonisation
and extensive areas of open water are a
distinguishing feature of this area. Where these
have recolonised, and in the extensive areas of
pasture to the east, the landscape has a typically
pastoral, tranquil and remote character.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

This is an area of low-lying, subdued ralief which
forms part of the lowland landscape of the Upper
Thames Clay Vale. Itis extremely fiat and low-
lying {mostly below 70 metres AOD) and forms
the immediate floodplain of the River Thames
and its major tributary, the River Windrush. The
underlying geology is dominated by alluvium and
terrace gravels which have an influence on
landuse and vegetation.

LANDCOVER

Large expanses of alluvium occur immediately
alongside the Thames and typically support
permanent pasture or meadow grassland, with a
characteristic pastoral, riparian character. The
lighter soils of the gravel! terraces have been
intensively cultivated and now support large-scale
open, arable farmiand with a weak hedgerow
structure and flat, expansive character. The
deposits of gravel have been extensively
quarried, replacing former farmland and marshes
with a series of large lakes and wetlands. Active
mineral extraction is ongoing but a number of

former grave! pits have been restored or naturally
colonised tc form mosaics of wetland habitats of
wildlife value, including open water, marsh, and
scrubwoodland.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The overall character of this area is defined by its
low-lying, extremely flat and wetland character
but within this, a number of specific variations in
local tandscape character have been identified, as
summarised below.

Clay vale landscapes

Floodplain pasture

s ftypical,  located immediately adjacent to
rivers and minor watercourses on land prene
to flooding, particutarly inwinter;

s distinctively flat, low-lying land (below 70m
AQD),

+ predominantly under permanent pasture with
enly occasional cultivated land;

s riparian character, with strong patternt of
ditches often lined by willow,;

+ landscape structure provided by lines and
groups of mature trees, with willow and alder
CONSpPICUOUS;

+ intimate, semienclosed and pastoral
character;

* remote and tranquil with limited intrusion by
people or huildings;

»  moderate to low intervisibility.

Floodplain wethinds

s areas of open water oceupying former gravel
pits within floodplain;

¢ associated wet grasstand and marsh/fen
vegetation communities with a semi-natural
character,;

» distinctively fiat, low-lying kand (below 70m
AQDY;

* structure and visual enclosure provided by
developing scrub and tree cover,

= moderateto low intervisibility.

Character Area 12: Lower Windrush Valley and Eastern Thames Frinpes




Open ffat vale farmiand

drained and cultivated land {arable or
reseeded grassiand)within the fioodplain;
distinctively flat and low-lying;

network of ditches;

weak landscape structure with few rees, low
or gappy hedges open ditches and fences,
open, denuded character with  high
intervisibility;

two-dimensional’, expansive landscape with
dominant sky.

Semi-enciosedffat vale farmiand

drained and cultivated land (arable or
reseeded grasstand) within the fioodplain,
distinctively flat and low-lying;

network of ditches;

stronger landscape structure of willow-lined
ditches, hedgerows and occasional woodtand
blocks,

semi-enclosed character with moderate to
low intervisibility.

Semi-enclosedrolling vale farmiand

low-lying land off floodplain floor (generally
above 70m AOD) with a discernible raised
landform;

well-drained, productive land underlain by
river terrace gravels ;

mostly large-scale fields under arable with
regular field boundaries but some smaller-
scale pattern and pasture (especially around
settiements);

stronger structure of hedgerows, trees and
occasional belts or blocks of woodiand;
semi-enclosed character,

modarate intervisibility.

Sub-rural landscapes

Quarrias and landfill sites

Characler Area 12 Lower Windrush Vall

areas where quartying or landfill activity has
significantly altered local landscape character,
artificial landform created by excavations,
tipped materiat and the constructionof screen
bunds;

disturbed land typically dominated by bare
ground, scrub, rough grassland, weeds and
beits of screen pianting;

urban character introduced with incongruous
shles of fencing and highway treatments, site
buiidings, machinery etc

low intervisibility where mounding and
planting have taken effect.

and Lastern Thames F



SETTLEMENT PATTERN

Like other parts of the Upper Thames Clay Vale,
the flat alluvial floodplains of the Thames and
Windrush are overain by extensive temaces of
rver gravels which have been favoured for
setflement since prehistoric times. A particularly
ciose pattern of setflements existed along the
Thames between Cassington and Standiake but
much of this earfier evidence, such z the
Neolithic henge monument of the Devil's Quoits
near Stanten Harcourt, has been lost to gravel
extraction or under changing pattems of land
use. All of these early settlers ook advantage of
the drier, lighter scils of the grave! areas and the
proximity to the well-watered meadows aiong
the main rivers.

The present-day setflements have mixed origins.
Stanton Harcourt is one of the earliest and largest
of the remaining setlements while new
marshland villages, like Nerthmoor and Standlake
{'stony stream), were established during a period
of medieval expansion, forming a reclamaticn
frontier at the leading edge of the lowest gravel
terrace. Other sefflerments, like Ducklington and
Hardwick, are iocated further up the Windrush
valley but also occupy sites underiain by gravels.
The alluvial flats within the floodplain of both
rivers are more or [ess empty of settlement and
have a remote, inaccessible character.

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

Settlements in this area are typically lingar in
form with buildings strung out along a road.
Oolitic limestone is still the predominant building
material but there are a few examples of
medieval timber cruck buildings (eg in
Standlake) and the use of brick, and rocfing
matenials are a mixture of Stonesfield siate,
thatch, tiles and Weish siate. While stone &
common within the villages, it is rare within the
cpen fammland, where hedges or ditches are the
pradominantfield boundaries.

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

s aftractive stone buildings within Conservation

Areas and in open countryside.

» localised infrusion of mineral workings in

valley floor.

Character Area 12: Lower Windrush Valley and Fastern Thames Frinzies



12: LOWER WINDRUSH VALLEY AND EASTERN

THAMES FRINGES: LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

This character area is not covered by any
statutory landscape designations but most of the
area lies within the Area of High Landscape
Value and the Upper Thames Tributaries
Environmentally Sensitive Area and it includes a
number of features of conservation significance
which contribute te its overall value, including:

« Conservation Areas at Stanton Harcourt,
Northmoor, Hardwick and Ducklington;

« a number of Scheduled Ancient
Monuments;

o four Sites of Special Scientific (nterest
within the floodplain.

Overall, the Lower Windrush Valley and Eastem
Thames Fringes has an attractive and largely
unspoilt, rural character but with some localised
vanations in quality and condition which require
different strategies for management and
enhancement (see Figure 6}.

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape quality in this area are:

+ agricutural  intensification, particularly
drainage and conversion of pasture to arable,
the removal of natural vegetation cover and
the poor maintenance and loss of field
boundaries,

+ extensive sand and gravel extraction within
the floodplain;

« intrusion from built development, traffic on
main roads and overhead power lines;

e expansion of rural seftlements and
‘suburbanisation’ of the wider countryside.

Characte

r Area 12: Lower Windrush Valley and Eastern Thames Fringes

GUIDELINES FOR CLAY VALE
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

¢ wherever possible, retain and manage areas
of floodplain pasture, water meadows and
riparian vegetation;

+« promote traditional practices of willow
pollarding and ditch management;

¢ introduce new planting along watercourses
and in fines within fioodplain farmland, using
typical riparian species such as willow and
alder;

+ within open clay vale landscapes, restore a
stronger structure of hedgerows, hedgerow
trees and belts of woodland,

s in semi-enciosed clay vale farmland, retain
and extend existing hedgerow network and
allow mature hedgerow frees to develop;

» where possibie, encourage conversion of
arable land to pasturg;

« plant large blocks and belts of native
broadieaved woodland, to link with existing
woodlands and restore a more mixed pattern
of woodtand and farmland;

s strengthen landscape structure around the
main setflements (eg. Eynsham) to soften the
urbanising effects of exsting or proposed
peripheral development;

« maintain rural character of secondary road
network and, where possible, avoid
urbanising influences of street lighting, kerbs
and footpaths, signage etc.

Development sensitivities

s unspoilt floodplain farmland is of particufarty
high quality and sensitive to devefopment;

« flal, cpen clay vale landscapes are visually
sensitive and development would be highly
prominent and exposed uness integrated
within strong new landscape frameworks;

o semienciosed day vale landscapes may offer
limited opportunities to absorb small-scale
development within a strong structure of trees
and woodland or with other buildings;




smaller-scale, day wold landscapes on the
immediate fringes of the larger settlements are
potentially more tolerant of development, if it
conforms to  existing field pattem, is
sensifively designed and does not significantly
alter settlement form;

floodplain wetlards  created  from  gravel
extraction with a quiet, remote character and
developing wildlife value are particularly
sensitive to development and activity.

GUIDELINES FOR SUB-RURAL
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

encourage appropriate restoration and after-
uses for gravel pits to maximise their wildlife
and landscape value and restore rural
character to acoess roads and boundaries on
cessation of working;

Development sensitivities

these ‘brown-field' sites are potentially more
tolerant of change but their rural context are
limiting factors for development;

the introduction of urbanising influences, eg.
urban styles of buildings, highway treatments
and lightingwoutd be potentially damagingtc
the rural character of the surrounding
tandscape.

KEY SETTLEMENTS
See Part 3 for key settlement study for:

Eynsham
Ducklington

Character Area 12: tower Windrush Valley and Eastern Thames Frinfes



13 WESTERN THAMES FRINGES

1 Northern Valleys
and Ridges y ; ,,ﬁ"'-__’: 2 lronstone Valleys and Ridges
e {see page 22)

(see page 17) H/__,.- 3

3 Enstone Uplands
(see page 27)

4 Eastern Parks and Valleys

u Evenlode Vall
pp:ﬂ:ee\;e;;e 3:) i 6 Lower Evenlode Valley
I (see page 42) {see page 32)

7 Wychwood Uplands
{(see page 47)

AT etk

8 Upper Windrush Valley
{see page 52)

U

11 Eynsham Vale
{see page 67)

8 Shilton Downs
{see page 57)

12 Lower Windns
Valley and Faster

Thames Fringes
(see page 72)

- e “""1;15.
L
JJK\)’EI 10 Bampton Vale

{(see page 62)

13 Western Thames Frinses
{ste page 77)

Character Area 13: Western Thames Fringes




13: WESTERN THAMES FRINGES

LLANDSCAPE CHARACTER

OVERVIEW

Like the Lower Windrush Valley, this area is
characterised by the very fiat, low-lying landscape
of the River Thames floodplain but it remains
comparatively free from mineral extraction.
However, it has been more affected by land
drainage and intensive farming practices and
much of the former floodplain pasture is now
dominated by arable farmland. Areas underlain
by river gravels are particularly intensivelyfarmed
and have a very open, expansive character.

GEOLOGY AND LANDFORM

This is an area of low-lying, subdued relief which
forms part of the lowland landscape of the Upper
Thames Clay Vale. [tis extremely flat and low-
lying {mostly below 70 metres AOD) and forms
the immediate floodplain of the River Thames.
The underlying geclogy is deminated by alluvium
and terrace gravels which have an influence on
landuse and vegetation.

LANDCOVER

Large expanses of alluvium occur immediately
alongside the Thames and typically support
permanent pasture or meadow grassland, with a
characteristic pastoral, ripariancharacter. Further
away from the Thames, an extensive system of
drainage has enabled large areas of pasture to be
converted to large-scale arable farmland with a
reasonably strong structure of hedges and
weodland biocks. However, the lighter soils of
the gravel terraces have been most intensively
cultivated and now support large-scale open,
arable farmiand with a weak hedgerow structure
and flat, expansive character.

Character Area 13: Western Vale Frinoes

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL
CHARACTER

The overall character of this area is defined by its
lowlying and extremely flat relief and its
remoteness. It typically comprises a patchwaork
of large, regularly shaped fields and an expansive
character. However, a number of varations in
local fandscape character have been identified, =
summarised below.

Clay vale landscapes

Floodplain pasture

s typically located immediately adjacent to
rivers and minor watercourses on land prone
to flooding, particularly in winter,

* distinctively flat, low-lying land (below 70m
AQD);

¢ predominantly under permanent pasture with
only occasional cultivated land;

» riparian character, with strong pattem of
ditches often lined by willow;

* landscape structure provided by lnes and
groups of mature trees, with willow and alder
conspicuous;

+ intimate, semi-enclosed and pastoral
character,

* remote and tranquil with limited intrusion by
people or buildings;

* moderateto low intervisibility.

Floodpiainwetiands

* arias of open water occupying former gravel
pits within fioodplain;

s associated wet grassland and marshffen
vegetation communities with a semi-natural
character;

+ distinctively flat, low-lying land (befow 70m
AQDY,

« structure and visual enclosure provided by
developing scrub and tree cover,

i omadeata s low in{ew;s;bil]{y.




Cpen fat vale farmland

e drained and cultivated land (arable or
reseeded grassland) within the ficodplain;

= distinctively flat and low-lying;

+ network of ditches;

+ weak landscape structure with few frees, low
or gappy hedges open ditches and fences;

+ remote and tranquil with limited intrusion by
people or buildings

» open, denuded character with  high
intesvisibility;

+ ‘'two-dimensional', expansive landscape with
dominant sky.

Sami-enclosedifal vale farmiand

e drained and cultivated land (arable or
reseeded grassfand) within the floodplain,
distinctively flat and fow-lying;
network of difches;
stronger landscape structure of willow-lined
ditches, hedgerows and occasional weedland
blocks,

+ semi-encicsed character with moderate to
low intervisibility.

Open rolfing vale farmiand

« lowlying land off floodplain floor (generally
above 70m AOD} with a discemible raised
landforrm;

o well-drained, productive fand underlain by
river terrace gravels ;

* large-scale, cultivated  fields  {arable
predominant) with regular field boundaries;,

s weak structure of tightly clipped hedges and
few hedgerow frees {dry-stonewalls absent);
open, denuded character,
high intervisibility;
two-dimensional’, exparsive landscape with
dominant sky.

Semi-enclosed rolling vale farmiand

+ low-lying land off floodplain floor (generally
above 70m AQD) with a discemible raised
landform;

e well-drained, productive land underiain by
river terrace gravels ;

e mostly large-scale fields under arable with
regular field boundaries but some smaller-

ccaig pattern and pasture (aspasislly arsund
settlements),

s glronger structure of hedgerows, trees and
occasional belts or blocks of weodland;
semi-enciosed character,

e moderate intervisibility.

SETTLEMENT PATTERN

Settiementwithin this western part of the Thames
floadplain is very sparse. In particular, the land
running immediately alongside the Thames
between Newbridge and Radeot (sometimes
described @ the 'Bampton poidettand’) is almost
entirely underiain by alluvium and supports little
more than a handful of isolated farms. This adds
te the feeling of remoteness across his area.

Elsewhere, the pattern of setilement generally
follows the gravel outcrops (eg. at Cote, Litlle
Clanfield and Crafton), their locations set back
from the Thames to awoid the areas historically
most prone to flooding. Setfements such &
Kelmscott, Littte Faringdonand the tiny hamlet of
Chimney {from the Old Engish 'Ceomma’s
island} appear to be sited on alluvium.
However, on closer inspection, they all occupy
pockets of subtly raised landform which would
have afforded some protection from flooding.
Major river engineeting work in the late
nineteenth century effectively removed the threat
of flooding from these rivering settlements and
facilitated the conversion of much of the former
marsh into productive agricultural land.

SETTLEMENT CHARACTER

Qolitic limestone is still the predominant building
material in these few settlements with a mix of
roofing materials including Stonesfield slate,
thatch, tiles and Welsh siate. While stone is
common within the villagas, it is rare within the
open farmiand, where hedges cor ditches are the
predominant field boundaries.

KEY LANDMARKS AND
LANDSCAPE FEATURES

e atfractive vernacular buildings within vilages
and in open countryside;

s intrusive pylons and overhead power lines
which encroach into the aea along its

westem edge.

Character Area 13: Western Vile Fring



13: WESTERN THAMES FRINGES

LANDSCAPE GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE QUALITY AND KEY
ISSUES

This character aea is not covered by any
statutory landscape designations but most of the
area lies within the Area of High Landscape
Value and the Upper Thames Tributarigs
Environmentally Sensitive Area and it includes a
number of features of conservation significance
which contribute to its overall value, including:

¢ Conservation Areas at Radcot and
Kelmscott;

o a good number of Scheduled Ancient
Monuments along the terrace gravels;

o one Site of Special Scientific Interest within
the floodplain.

Overall, the Westemn Thames Fringes has an
aftractive. and largely unspailt, rural ‘backwater
character but with some localised variations in
quality and condition which require different
strategiesfor managementand enhancement (see
Figure 6).

The principal factors that potentially threaten
landscape quality in this area are:

» agricultural intensification, particutarly
drainage and conversion of pasture to arable,
the removal of natural vegetation cover and
the poor maintenance and loss of field
boundarnes;

+ possible future sand and gravel extraction
within the floudptain;

o intrusion from overhead power lines.

Character Area 13: Western Vale Fringes

GUIDELINES FOR CLAY VALE
LANDSCAPES

Enhancement priorities

« wherever possible, retain and manage areas
of floodplain pasture, water meadows and
ripartanvegetation,

+« promote traditional practices of wiliow
poltardingand ditch management;

« introduce new planting along watercourses
and in lines within floodplain farmiand, using
typical riparian species such & willow and
alder,

+ within open clay vale landscapes, restore a
stronger sfructure of hedgerows, hedgerow
trees and belts of woodland,

* in semienclosed clay vale farmiand, retain
and extend existing hedgerow network and
allow mature hedgerow trees to develop;

s where possible, encourage conversion of
arabie land to pasture;

e plant large blocks and befts of native
broadleaved woodland, to link with existing
woodlands and restore a more mixed pattern
of woodland and farmiand,

» maintain quiet, rural character of minor road
network and avoid urbanising influences of
street lighting, kerbs and footpaths, signage
elc.

Developmentsensitivitios

¢ unspoiit floodplain farmland is of particularly
high quality and sensitive to development;

s fiat, open clay vale landscapes are visually
sensitive and development would be highly
prominent and exposed uness integrated
within strong new landscape frameworks;

* semi-enclosed clay vale landscapes may offer
limited opportunities to absorb small-scale
development within a strong structure of trees
and woodland or with other buildings.
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C:; WEST OoF MILTON-UNDER-
WYCHWOOD

Landscape characteristics

« semi-enclosed clay wolds farmiand,

s mostly medium to large scale farmiand with a

good hedgerow structure;

rolling topography;

predominantly arable, open in places ;

few urban influences ;

boundary between wurban aea and

countryside complicated by the dispersed

nature of the settlement - slightly ‘straggly’

+ ribbon development extends this boundary
on Bruem Road.

Visual charaderistics

o moderate to high intervisibility across open
land :
urban edge harsh in places,
good distant'views in most directions,;
ridgeiine at Shipton Down -important skyline.

Key sensitivities and considerations

+ needto soften the urban edge to form a more
cohesive boundary

¢ nheedto strengthen landscape edge,

+ need to resist any further changes which will
makoy settiement more dispersed in character.

Kev Settlement: Milbon-under-Wychwoad




KEY SETTLEMENT

MILTON-U-WYCHWOOD
(CHARACTER AREA: 5)

A: NORTH OF MILTON-UNDER-
WYCHWOOD

Landscape characteristics

«  semi-enciosed clay wolds farmiand;

« mixture of medium to large scale farmiand
with a good hedgerow structure;

» predominantly arable, open in places ;

¢ fow urbaninfluences - except sewage works;

s strongwooded edge to the north;

¢ boundary between urban area quite ‘straggly’
and complicated by the dispersed nature of
the setflement;

s novisible break between Shipton and Milton;

» landscape edge a bitweak in this area

» good mature tees and hedgerow frees
scattered arcund the fringe of the settlement;

» cricket field/recreation ground important
central feature in Milton.

Visual characteristics

« moderate to high intervisibility across open
land - around Heath Farm for exampie;

+ good distant views in most directions;

* views into and out of the urban edge filtered
by mature vegetation.

Key sensitivities and considerations

« need to strengthen fandscape structure to
bind together the urban edge;

» need to resist any further changes which will
make settlement more dispersed in character.

B: SOUTI OF MILTON-UNDER-
WYCHWOOD

Landscape characteristics

semi-enclosed clay wolds farmiand,
mixture of small scale pasture and medium
scale arable;

+ good hedgerow strucfure, mature hedgerow
frees and small woodland blocks;

¢ boundary between wurban area and
countryside complicated by the dispersed
nature of the settlement;

+ stronglandscape edge between Shipton Court
and edge of Milton,

* largely unspoiit..

Visual characteristics

« medium to low intervisibility - views fitered
by intervening vegetation;

« views in and cut of the urban edge limited by
intervening vegetation;
urban edge a bit harsh in places;
more distant views further west beyond
woodland blocks towards Shipton Down;

« distant elevated views of scuthem edge of
Miltony from Shipton Down and Swinbrock
Road,

» ridgeline at Shipton Down - important
sKyiine.

Key sensitivities and considerations

+ need to strengthen landscape structure to
bind together the urban edge:
needto soften urban edge in key places;
open land on rising ground to the south
particularly sensitive to change.

Key Settlement: Milton-under-Wychwood



Key sensitivities and considerations

* need to resist any further encroachment of
urban influences onto rural fringe ,
particularly north of the link road;

* need to strengthen landscape structure and to
absarb intrusive elements;

» need to make landscape improvements in key
areas particularly around the industrial estate;

= urban edge quite sensitive to change.

C: WEST OF EYNSHAM

Landscape characteristics

» semi-enciosed, rollingvale farmiand;

* type generally hes strong structure of
hedgerows, trees and occasional belts of
woodland, mostly large fields under arable
but some smaller-scale pattern and pasture;

s« slightly weaker structure locally, some
hedgerows neglected and gappy in places,

s urbanfrural edge slightly 'straggly, a weak
landscape edge in places, rural fringe mostly
unspoilt but seruffy in places.

Visuai characteristics

» moderate to high intervisibility, views limited
by interveningtopography and vagetation;

+« rural outlook from urban edge largely
unspoitt;

« urban edge quite soft;

« except new housing which is very visible and
intrusive.

Key sensitivities and considerations

+» need to avoid further intrusion on the urban
edge,

« heed to strengthen landscape structure in
places particularlyon the boundary of the
urban area.

D: NORTH OF EYNSHAM

Landscape characteristics

open rolling vale farmiand

« mostly medium scale fields, predominantly
arabie;

s landscape structure weak in places - some
hedgerows gappy in places;
some mineralworking further north;
A40 - a strong physical boundary separating

area from Eynsham;
s relatively few urban influences.

Visual characteristics

+ intervisibility generally moderate to high -
some views limited by intervening
topography;

¢ views south towards Eynsham screened by

vegetation between A40 and the urban edge;
& traffic on A40 mere prominent than the built

farm.

Key sensitivities and considerations

¢ need to strengthen landscape structure;
* need to increase screening of traffic on A40.

Key Scttlement: Eymsham



KEY SETTLEMENT

EYNSHAM
(CHARACTER AREAS: 11, 12)

A: EAST OF EYNSHAM

Landscape characteristics

mixture of semi enclosed flat vale farmiand
north of Cassington Road and semi-enclosed
floodplain pasture to the south;

very flat low lying good enciosure in places,
medium scale mixture of arable and smaller
scale pasture with thick hedgerows and
hedgerow trees;

urban/rural edge weak in places, some
incursion by urban influences, particulary the
link road, but also playing fields and
‘horsiculture’;

Visual characteristics

moderate intervisibility, views limited by
intervening vegetation;

rural outlock from the link road largely
unspoilt except for electricity pylons;
industrial buildings fairly well screened;

views out from urban edge affected by traffic
cnthe link road;

urban edge very well screened by planting
north of Cassington Road,

lighting very visible, particularly at
roundabout;

important views of Wytham Hill,

Key sensitivities and considerations

need to resist further urbanisation of rural
fringe:;

need to improve landscape structure
particularly around playing fields and other
urban elements;

need to further reduce visual impact of the
link road.

Key Settfement: Evnsham

View o vl roasd from Cassington Eoad showang hacldop of
plantng

B: SOUTH OF EYNSHAM

Landscape characteristics

*  mostly semi-enciosed floodplain pasture with
an ribbon of rurat fringe land immediately
south of urban edge;

« small scale pasture with thick hedgerows and
mature willows;

« evidence of some hedgerow removal north of

the link road;

+ major urban influence of Qasis Pak and
industrial estate adversely affecting landscape
quality in south west area

s urban/rural edge quite soft except the area
around Casis Park and industrial area.

Visual characteristics

moderate to low intervisibility;
attractive mixture of older buildings and
mature trees on urban edge;

» attractive backdrop to southerly views out
from the urban edge;

* major intrusive feakires industrial buildings,
car parking etc slightly scruffy;

» poor approachfrom 84449,




KEY SETTLEMENT

DUCKLINGTON
(CHARACTER AREA: 12)

A: WEST OF DUCKLINGTON

landscape characteristics

open, rolling vale farmiand, semi-enclosed,
rolling vale farmland;

A415 acts as a strong barrier dividing urban
area from open countryside;

land west of A415 mostly medium to large
scale farmiand ;

predominantly arable;

mostly weak landscape structure - thicker
hedgerowsto the north and the south;
farmiand west of A415 mostly free from urban
influences - except motor homes;

urhan  influences prominent west of
roundabout - garage, sewage works efc.

Visual characteristics

high intervisibility across open land;
vegetation on road corridor fiters views o
urbar edge;

earth mounding between the urban edge and
the road appears incongrucus;

views cut from urban edge limited by
vegetation and affected by presenceof A415;
A40 on embankment acts & a strong visual
barrier,

prominegnt urban influences at roundabout..

Key sensitivities and considerations

need to further seften road corridor and
urban edge,

need to strengthen landscape structure in
open areas;

need to resist any change which extends
urban influences further west of the A415 -
particularly between the roundaboutand the
A40.

¢ Settlement: Duckiinglon

B: EAST 0F DUCKLINGTON

Landscape characteristics

* semi-enciosed floodplain pasture,

o aftractive low-lying riparian character, small
scale pasture,

o thick hedgerows and mature willow,

« ditches and area of open water,

« prominent hotel and surrounding car garking
and service areas;

¢ largely unspoilf, but some rnral fringe
activities inciuding nearby gravel workings,
horsiculture, and the presence of an
electricity substation;

s+ boundary between wurban edge of
Ducklingtonand farmiand quite soft;

» rural character ¢f Church £nd important..

Visual characteristics

» medium to low intervisibility - views across
fiat, low-lying land filtered by intervening
vegetation;

« urban edge of Ducklingion softened by
mature vegetation,

« some filtered views of A4Q;

s some views of power Ines and electricity
substation,

« views out from the urban edge limited by
interveningvegetation.

Koy sensitivities and considerations

« need o maintain shength of landscape
structure on vaiiey floor;

« need to maintain soft urban edge - vegetation
on the edge of the vilage paricularly
important;

o need to strengthen landscape structure
between Ducklington and A40;

« need to soften urban edge around the hotel/
raundabout
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Key sensitivities and considerations

parcel of land important to the setting of the
town;

landscape very sensiive to  change,
particularly along the ridgeline occupied by
the Ad4;

low intervisibility particularly in the smaller
scale landscapes means that visible change is
limited;

need to maintain strong landscape structure;
need to maintain the quality of the approach
into the town.

E: EAST OF CIIIPPING NORTON

Landscape characteristics

L]

*

open limestone woelds farmiand;

large-scale, rolling farmiand mostly in arable
cultivation;

open, elevated hilltop character;

weaik hedgetow structure, few trees, fences
replace hedgerows,

rural edge slightly scruffy; pockets of derelict
farmiland, allotments ete,

intrusive buildings and structures on the
urban edge.

Visual characteristics

generally high intervisibility due to open
character and  topography aithough
intervening  higher ground shields urban
edge;

boundary of the urban area straggly and
indistinct due {o peripheral uses such &
playing fields alletments etc;

softened by mature vegetation in places;
preminent and intrusive buildings and
structures such & water tower and industrial
sheds;

views out from the urban edge largely
unspoilt.

Key sensitivities and considerations

need to strengthen landscape structure of
rural fringe and form a more distinct
boundary,
urban edge prominent in places and sensitive
to change;

Key Settlement: Chipping Norton

* need to improve urban silhouette -
opportunity to consider more positive
landmarks;

+ need to improve the quality of the approach
intothe town on the B4026.

F: SOUTH OF CHIPPING NORTON

Landscape characteristics

e open limestone wolds farmland;

« large-scale, rolling farmiand mostly in arable
cultivation;

» open, elevated hilltop character;

« weak hedgerow structure, few frees, fences
replace hedgerows;

« boundary between urban edge and open land
very distinet;

= sgports grounds, associated buildings and
fioodlighting on the urban edge and in open
countryside.

Visual characteristics

» high intervisibility across epen fand;

« harsh urban edge of Chipping Norton forms
the skyline to the north,

» views out from the urban edge Ilargely
unspait, sports ground at Greystones is
partially screened by mature frees;

* rural character is adversely affected by
floodlighting at night;

s degee of enclosure provided by good
weodland blocks and shefterbetts;

» changes to the urban edge only visible locally,

* avenue landscape very important to the
guality of the approach and the setting of the
town,

« the higher ground occupied by the B4450 is
visible from the north and sensitive to change.

Key sensitivities and considerations

* encourage more effective planting around
existing sports grounds,

» hneed to strengthen landscape structure in
Open areas,

« need to strengthen landscape structure at the
urban edge;

s urban edge very visible and sensitive to
change;

« need to improve the quality of the appreach
into the town on the A361.




Visual characteristics

avenue frees on both sides of Ad44 important
feature on the appreach into town from the
north west;

moderate intervisibility within the valley, high
intervisibility on more open farmland higher
up the valley sides;

good elevated views;

attractive sithouette of the town seen from the
north west;

soft urban edge;

very few intrusive buildings or structures.

Key sensitivities and considerations

woodland very important component of the
setting of the town;

skyline very sensitive to change;

landscape patlern of valley very distinctive
and vulnerable to change;

valley side landscape integral to the quality of
the views, any changes are likely 1o be highly
visible.

C: NORTH OF CHIPPING NORTON

Landscape characteristics

&

semi-enclosed limestene wolds farmland and
paridand landscapes

steep sided valley with formal parkland an the
northern slope and medium scale arable fieids
on the southemn slope;

very strong landscape structure with mature
woodland blocks and avenues;

important to the setting of Chipping Norton
and Over Norton;

largely flat, medium scale farmiand with a

strong structure of woodland  biocks,
shelterbelts and hedgerows;

valley-sides with stronger hedgerow structure,
more trees and a mixture of pasture and
arable farmiand;

south-facing sloping valley sides upto 8%.
enclosed valley floor, predominantly pasture,
low-lying, ripatian character, wet and prone

to flocding;

willow-lined ditches and groups of mature
trees;

soft urban edge.

Settlement: Chipg

Visual characteristics

+ low intervisibility, views down into the valley
fioor,

« vailey sides form skyline from valfey floor;

* views largely unspeilt by urban influences;

« built form on valley sides mostly screened by
mature vegetation except for new housing.

Key sensitivities and considerations

o vailey sides and valley floor are an important
natural component of the vailey landscape;

o unspoilt landscapes particularly vulnerable fo
change,

» special attention should be given to
maintaining strong landscape edges.

D: NORTH EAST OF CHIPPING
NORTON

Landscape characteristics

=+ semi-enciosed limestone wolds farmtand;

« largely flat, medium scale farmland with a
strong  structure of woodland  blocks,
shelterbeits and hedgerows;

+ predominantly arable
smaller scale fields nearerto the town;
helps form an attractive approach into the
town on London Road, important to the
setting of Chipping Norton;

« urban edge in the process of change ie new
development on the cid hospital site and
amployment site north of Rockhill Farm;

Visual characteristics

low to moderate intervisibility;
degree o enclosure provided by good
woodiand blocks and shelterbeits;
¢ changes to the urban edge only visible locally;
s avenue landscape very important to the
quality of the approach and the setting of the
town and visible from the north.




KEY SETTLEMENT

CHIPPING NORTON
(CHARACTER AREAS: 1,3)

A: WEST OF CHIPPING NORTON Key sensitivities and considerations
Landscape characteristics « skyline very sensitive to change;
s landscape pattern of valley very distinctive
semi-enclosed valleys and ridges ; and vulnerable to change; _
o steep valley sides, 10%-6% north and south ¢ valley side tandscape integral to the quality of
facing; the views, any changes are likely to be highly
¢ important contribution to the setting of the visible.
town;
+ small scale pasture, strong landscape structure B: NORTH WEST OF CHIPPING
and strong landscape edge; NORTON

¢ attractive mosaic of smali-scale irregular-
shaped fields with thick hedgerows;

+ mix of uses in valley bottom set within a
mature landscape structure,

« back gardens, small fields and vegetation
within the urban envelope blur the edge
betweenthe'urban area and open land.

Landscape characteristics

semi-enclosed valleys and ridges;
steep valley sides, 10%-6% north and south
facing;
« important contribution to the setting of the
town and a strong landscape edge;

Visual characteristics e mixture of well wooded small scale pasture in
the valley and larger scale more open arable

» moderate to high intervisibility within the farmland higher up on the northern siopes;
valley, good views in alf directions; o parkiand characteristics next to A44;

s attractive silhouette of the town seen from the * strong [andscape structure, s[[ghﬂy weaker in
north; open areas;

+ Bliss Milla major landmark and ‘eyecatcher’; * recreational uses invaliey bottom;

* soft urbanedge; ¢ well-vegetated urban edge.

s very few intrusive buildings or structures.
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Key sensitivities and considerations

valley floor and valley sides important
landscape types and sensitive to change;

need to maintain strong landscape structure
and attractive pastoral character on valley
sides;

need to maintain mature landscape structure
within urban fabric;

Dyers Hill area very sensitive to change;

need to soften wurban edge around Wesley
Barrell and new housing;

need to maintain quality of the approach on
64437 from the west



C: EAST OF CHARLBURY

Landscape characteristics

minor valley and semi-enclosed, farge-scale
limestone wolds farmiand;

aftractive, medium scale farmland with strang
landscape structure, mixture of pasture and
arable;

thick hedgerows and small woodland blocks;
rising ground behind Charlbury dissected by
steep sided minor valley ;

boundary between wurban edge and
countryside blurred by topography, individual
properties set inwoodland and new housing,
important to the setting of Charlbury and a
strong fandscape edge;

southem boundary more distinet;

very few urban influences on surrounding
land.

Visual characteristics

low to moderate intervisibility with thick
hedgerows and hedgerow trees limiting views,
urban edge very soft - except where new
housing has been built ;

mature flandscape forms an imporiant
backdroptc tows,

views out from urban edge limited by
vegetation and topography,

good views aross the Evenlode Valley from
Charlbury where vegetation permits and from
more open land on the scuthem boundary,
attractive green approach into Chardbury on
the B4437.

Key sensitivities and considerations

need to maintain strong fandscape structure
on eastern and southern boundary;

small scale valley important local landscape
feature - vulnerable to change;

any changes on higher ground likely {o be
prominent and likely to affect sensitive
skyline;

need {o maintain green approach from

84437,

Kev Scitlement: Charlbiury

D: WEST OF CHARLBURY

landscape characteristics

+ semienciosed valley floor famiand semi-
enclosed valley-side farmiand;

+ Evenlode Valley forms a strong landscape
edge to Charibury,

» attractive valley side and valley floor with
strong landscape structure;

o mixiure of small scale pasture, arable and
parkland with mature trees;

« very few detracting influences - sewage works
largely hidden - industrial units hiddern by the
station;

« mostly gardens forming the boundary of the
urban area.

Visual characteristics

« medium intervisibility - views limited by
intervening vegetation and topography,

* important views across and along the valley
in both directions;

» properties at Dyers Hill quite prominent;
important focail landmarks such as the church;

+ gilhouette of town very important when
viewed from the valley floor and from
elevated ground on the other side of the
valley,

¢ urban edge very soft - except in a small area
around Westey Barrell and new houses;

+ glevated western approach from B4437 -
views very important.




KEY SETTLEMENT

CHARLBURY
(CHARACTER AREA: 6)

A: NORTH AND WEST OF
CHARLBURY

Landscape characteristics

o enclosed, minor valley, semi-enclosed valley-
side farmiand, and semi-enciosed limestone
wolds farmiand;

¢ ajl the landscapes described are small to
medium scale with a streng landscape
structure,

o aftractive mosaic of smallscale, iregular-
shaped fields with thick hedgerows;

e important contribution to the setting of the
fown;

« small scale valley intimate character- actls & a
strong landscape edge to the urban ares;
steep valley sides up to 10%;
largely unspoilt by urban influences.

Visual characteristics

¢ low to moderate intervisibility, with thick
hedgerows and hedgerow trees limiting views;

+ urban edge of Chartbury prominent above the
valley - view partially softened by backdrop of
vegetation,

« attractive views out from the urban edge
across the valley.

Key sensitivities and considerations
* northern edge to Charlbury prominent and
sensitive to change;

» aftractive small scale valley particularly
sensitive.

foy Settlement: Charlbury

Bk NORTH AND EAST OF
CHARLBURY

Landscape characteristics

+« open limestone wolds farmland and semi-
enclosed limestone wolds fanmiand,

» mixture of medium to large scale open,
elevated farmiand with a weak landscape
structure  in places and medium  scale
farmiand with thick hedgerows and hedgerow
trees;
predominantly arabie;
largely  unspoilt, but some rural fringe
activities including quarrying, horsiculture;

¢ good landscape structure generally, slightly
weaker in open areas.

Visual charaderistics

« open areas, high intervisibility, elevated views
over Charlbury to Wychwood Forest;

e moderate intervisibility within the valley
{Clarke's Bottom), high intervisibility on more
open farmland higher up the valley sides,
open land quite prominent;
very few intrusive buildings or structures,
quarry well-hidden, other rural fringe uses
visible but not especially prominent

Key sensitivities and considerations

+ need to strengthen landscape structure in
open areds;

+ elevated areas very prominent any changes
are likely to be highly visibie;

¢ nreed to maintain distant views across the
valley.
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Key sensitivities and considerations

» need to substantially raise environmental
quality throughout the whole area and ensure
that new development strengthens landscape
edges;

+ need to soften existing harsh urban edges and
to improve the landscape quality of the main
approach into Carterton from the east;

= need to strengthen landscape structure of
farmland, more hedgerows/stone walls and
more hedgerowtrees;

s need to maintain strategic gap between
Cartericn and Brize Norton village.

C BLACK
SOUTH OF
AIRFIELD)}

BOURTON
BRIZE

(LAND
NORTON

Landscape characteristics

» semi-enclosed flat vate farmland;

« mostly flat arable land with strong landscape
structure of willow-lined ditches, hedgerows,
and occasional woodland blocks;

= attractive smaller scale character around Black
Bourton;

* occasional intrusive elements such &
mushraom farm, sewage works and the
airfiefd.

Visual characteristics

¢ low to moderate intervisibility over maost of
the area to the south, views fillered by
inferveningvegetation,

« scruffy appearance to edge of airfield;

« intrusive features such as security fencing and
large buildings and structures.

Key sensitivities and considerations

* need to maintain strong landscape structure
to assistin containment of intrusive elements;

» need to maintain  aftractive landscape
character around Black Bourton;

¢ need to improve landscape edge to the
airfield.

Key Settlement: Carterton

D:WEST OF CARTERTON

Landscape characteristics

» enclosed, minor valley and open limestone
wolds farrmiand,

+ gaftractive, steep, well-vegetated minor valley
immediately t0 the west of Carterton,
provides a very strong landscape edge;

* open, elevated, large scale rectilinear fields
beyond the valley to the west,

s strong landscape edge reinforced by
topography;

s rural character fargely unaffected by urban
influences.

Visual characteristics

+ generally high intervisibility except in the river
valley where views in and out are limited by
topography and interveningvegetation;

+ urban edge strongly sithouetted in views from
the west and very sensitive to change;

» mature vegetation generally softens wurban
edge;
good unspoiltviews out from urban edge;
good landscape approach from the west along
B4020.

Key sensitivities and considerations

« minor valley an important landscape rescurce
and sensitive to change,

+ western edge of Carterton sensitive to change
- particularty sensitive skyline;

« need to maintain landscape strength along
westem fringe and particularly within the
miner valley.



KEY SETTLEMENT

CARTERTON
(CHARACTER AREA: 9)

A NORTH OF CARTERTON

landscape characteristics

open limestone wolds farmfand and rural
fringe landscapes,

mostly large-scale, gently rolling farmfand
mostly arable;
large rectilinear
structure,
plateau location;
land forms an important buffer between
Carterton and Shiltor;

part of area allocated for development;

smali area of rural fringe including
‘horsiculture’;

small area of recreational land,

urban/rural edge untidy and 'straggly”

fields, weak landscape

Visual characteristics

high intervisibiiity over most of the area to the
north, views limited within fringe area, hidden
pockets of land;

ridgeline east of Shilton carrying the B4020 -
very sensitive to landscape change;,

urban edge soflened by vegetation but scruffy
appearance;,

intrusive features such as floodlighting.

Key sensitivities and considerations

3

Koy Sefliement: Carlerton

need to strengthen landscape edge;

need to improve overall landscape quality and
ensure that new development on allocated
land strengthens the landscape edge and
maintaing  buffer between Carterton and
Shilton.

B:

EAST OF CARTERTON

Landscape characteristics

open fimestone wolds farmiand, rural finge
fammiand and airfield;

mostly large-scale, gently rolling farmland
mostly arable;
large rectilinear
structure;
plateau location;
small  area of
‘horsiculture’;
large part of
development..
urban rural edge quite distinct except along
the Carterton Road corridor where uwrban
edge is more 'straggly’;

perimeter buildings, structure and boundary
treatment of Brize Norton Airfield adversely
affect the landscape gap separating Carterton
and Brize Norton village.

fields, weak landscape

rural  fringe  including

the area allocated for

Visual characteristics

View of urban vdge of Cartenton approaching i i east

high intetvisibility, extensive, uninterrupted
views across open land;

views out over countryside to the north
largely unspoilt by urban influences;

views east in and out of Carterton dominated
by intrusive presence of airfield;

prominent urban edge to Carterton, highly
visible on the shyline;

dreary urban character of approach road from
the east numerous intrusive urban efements.
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Key sensitivities and considerations

» urban edge needs softening;

s any changes to the urban edge would be
highly visible from a number of key vantage
points;

o need to strengthen landscape sfructure on
valley sides, particularly close to the A40.

C: SOUTH OF BURFORD

Landscape characteristics

» open limestone wolds farmland and amenity
landscape,

* south of the A40 - elevated open farmiand,
weak landscape structure,

s rural character affected by presence of garden
centre/ nursery, golf course, large houses on
the §4020 and Burford Schoof;

« rural character similarly affected by busy A40;

« boundary between urban area and open land
complicated by the uses described above,

¢  mature vegetation helps soften edges.

Visual characteristics

* high intervisibility on open farmland - very
limited wisibility within edge uses described
above;

» AdQ follows ridgeline which is highly visible
over awide area;

» dassic views of Burford from the A40 eastem
approach and long distance views across the
valley;

+ A40 character very urbanised bhetween
Burford Garden Centre and Burford School.

+ A381 approach affected by suburban
character of goif course.

Key sensitivities and considerations

+ need to resist any further urbanisation of the
A40 corridor - any changes would be highly
visible - opportunity to make improvements
te Witney Street - avenue trees?;

v need to strengthen landscape structure
particularly on open farmland - repair walls
efe,

» need to soften landscape edge at Garden
Centre - screen car parking etc and soften
edge west of Burford Schoal;

Ky Settlement: Burford

need to strengthen landscape structure on the
urban edge.

D:WEST OF BURFORD

Landscape characteristics

open limestone wolds farmiand and semi-
enclosed valley side farmiand;

gither side of the A40 - elevated open
farmland, weak landscape structure;
predominantiy arable, large scale;

break in slope - smaller scale fields, good
hedgercws, still open in character,

area around the Priory well-wooded and
enclosed;

low key recreation ground and playing fields
act & a buffer on urban edge;

boundary between urban area and open land
partly complicated by the uses described
above;

mature vegetation helps soften edges;

Priory Wood a key landscape feature on the
westemn edge of the town;

rural fringe attractive and unspoilt

Visual characteristics

high intervisibility on open farmland
immediately west of the town;

important views of Burford from the A40
westem approach and long distance views
across the valley;

urban edge quite soft;

distant views of westem edge from the north
limited by Priory Woad.

Koy sensitivities and considerations

need o strengthen landscape structure
particularly on open farmiand - repair walls
etc;

need to maintain and enhance landscape
structure at the urban edge;

low key recreation amas important & a
buffer.



KEY SETTLEMENT

BURFORD

(CHARACTER AREAS: 8,9)

A: NORTH OF BURFORD

Landscape characteristics

semi-enclosed valley floor farmiand,;
highly distinctive and aftractive flat valley
floor, predominantly pasture;
low lying, riparian character;
mature willows, strong fandscape structure;

s distinct boundary between edge of town and
valley floor.

Visual characteristics

e moderate intervisibility, distant views limited
by topography and intervening vegetaticn;

+ good views alongthe valley floor;
classic pastoral view from approach on A424-
composition of valley floor, Cotswold stone
bridge, buildings and church nestiing in the
valley,

« mature vegetation - soft urban edge;

« AY61 corridor through Fulbrock - too urban
in character,

+ important elevated views over Burford and
the valley from Fulbrook and Westhal! Hill;

+ traffic on A40 visible on the skyline.

View of Burford from Fulbrook

Key sensitivities and considerations

classic view of Burford . very sensitive to
change;

need to maintain sfrong landscape structure;
approach on both A424 and A361 already
urban in character in places - need fo resist
increased urbanisation such & kerbs, signage,
lighting etc,, particularly through Fulbrook;
need to maintain strategic gap between
Fulbrook and Burford.

B: EAST OF BURFORD

Landscape characteristics

semi-enclosed valley side farmiand;
north-facing valley side, steep in places
medium scale rectilinear fields, predominantly
arable;

good hedgerow structure but open character
in parts;

distingt boundary between urban area and
open land.

Visual characteristics

moderate to high intervisibility, distant views
along and across the valley,

valleysidefurban edge wvery wisible from
Fulbrook;

dassic distant view of the church spire
approaching Burford on the A40;

urban edge harsh in places, particularly
viewed from A40 entering Burford and on
Witney Street,

urban sithouette from valley floor harsh in
praces;

high quality views out over the valley from
the urban edge;

Traffic on A40 visibie on the skyline.

Key Setilement: Burford
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Koy sensitivities and considerations

¢ need to resist any change to the rural
character along the western fringe of the
town;

« need to maintain strong landscape character
particutarly in the floodpiain;

+ need to maintain the quality of the approach
from the west;

* important to avoid any change which might
interferewith important views.



C: BAMPTON SOUTH

Landscape characteristics

mixture of open, flat vale farmland west of
Buckland Road and semi-enciosed flat vale
farmland to the east,

triangular area of fand at Calais Fam is mostly
small scale pasture;

low-lying, good hedgerow structure, mostly
attractive but scruffy in places, few urban
irfluences;

soft rural edge merges with urban edge

lange open area south has a fringe of well
vegetated small scale pasture north of Shill
Brook but is predominantly large scale open
arable fields;

weak landscape structure, few trees, gappy
hedgerows;

detracting presence of ‘urban’ uses, recreation
ground, car parking, sewage works, radio
station.

Visual characteristics

high intervisibility across open area

prominent intrusive urban elements such =
recreation floodlighting, radie masls, sewage
works

poor approach into Bampton on Buckland
Road due to ribbon development and other
urban influences,;

urban edge north of Shill Brook softened by
vegetation;

important views of town on approach
including church spire.

Key sensitivities and considerations

»

need to resist further urbanisation of
counfryside south of Bampton;

need to strengthen structure of open
landscapes;

need 1o integrate existing uses within a
stronger landscape structure,

need to improve approach to Bampton along

Buckland Reoad.

Key Scttlement: Bamplon

D: BAMPTON WEST AND SHIiLL
BROOK

Landscape characteristics

+« ribbon of semi-enclosed floodplain pasture
foliowing Shil Brock. Further west semi-
enclosed flat farmland and more open flat
farmmiand beyond;

s western edge of Bampton dominated by the
attractive composition of floodplain, mature
willow and the church;

¢ rural edge penetrates into the heart of the
town, very soft and pastoral;

+ semi-enclosed, strong landscape structure,

o further west more open, large arable fields
and a weaker landscape structure; fewer trees
and hedgerows.

"W

of the westam E.:mp.hn
Visual charactaeristics

¢ generally low intervisibility due to mature
vegetation and small scale landscape;
high intervisibility further west;
attractive approach into the town frem the
wast;

¢ important high quality views of the church
and pastoral edge of the town from the west,
extremely sensitive to change;

s equally attractive views out from the urban
edge along Shill Brook.




KEY SETTLEMENT

BAMPTON
(CHARACTER AREA: 10)

A: BAMPTON NORTH

Landscape characteristics

mixture of open, roling vale farmland and
semi enclosed flat vale famiand following
Shill Brook;

east of the A4095, gently rolling farmiand,
weak landscape structure;

large scale, predominantly arable in rectilinear
pattemn,

urbarvrural boundary quite distinct;

west of A4095, smaller scale, mostly arable,
stronger landscape structure:;

soft rural edge mergeswith urban edge;

Visual characteristics

rolling topography and intervening vegetation
masks urban edge east of A4095;

urban edge also partially softened by
vegetation;

important views of town on approach
including church spire;

attractive rural edge to the town east of
A4095.

Koy sensitivities and considerations

need to maintain quality of rural edge north
of the town;

importan? to consider silhouefte of town
viewed from the north; very sensiive to
change,

need to strengthen landscape structure west
of A4095.

Koy Settlement: Bamplon

B: BAMPTON EAST

Landscape characteristics

» mostly, open, rolling vale farmland and a
small area of cpen flat vale farmland in the
north east adjoining a similarly large area of
semi enclosed flat vale farmland south of the
654449,

» predominantly large rectilinear arable fields;

» open incharacter;

» weak landscape structure, few frees, gappy
hedgerows and fences;

» very clearly defined edge between rural and
urban;

Visual characteristics

* generally high intervisibility north of the
B4449, open views and prominent skylines
viewed from the urban edge;

+ views out from urban edge very open but
generally unspoilt;

« harsh urban edge along the eastemn boundary
of Bampton, prominent bulldings, road
lighting etc;

« urban edge slightly scruffy appearance in
places;

» church spire an important landmark.

Koy sensitivities and considerations

« need to soften appearance of the eastemn
edge of Bampton;

» need {o strengthen landscape structure
rarticularly in the open vale landscapes;

« needto resist any further urbanisation of road
corridor outside the urban area;

e special attention should be given to
strengthening landscape edges.

81



INTRODUCTIOR

The following pages present the findings of a
more detailed analysis of the character and
sensitivities of the landscape surrounding a
number of key setiements. These comprise the
District's main local service centres, with the
addition of Ducklington (because of its proximity
to Witney) and Mitton-under-Wychwood, & a
secondary focal centre within the AONB. The
ten key settlements are:

Bampton

Burford

Carterton

Charlbury

Chipping Norton
Ducklington

Eynsham
Milton-under-Wychwood
Witney

Woodstock

& & &£ & 3 & & & @

For each Seftlement, the landscape arcund its
immediate fringes is divided into sectors which
are described in turn under the following
headings:

= landscape characteristics - a summary of
the main features which characterise the
landscape surroundingthe sattiement;

+ visual characteristics -~ a summary of the
degree to which the landscape is open or
encliosed by landform or vegetation and
exposed to views;

o key landscape sensitivities and
considerations . a summary of the key
factors that affect landscape quality and may
influence its ability to accommodate change.

The accompanying maps identify a number of
key features, briefly expiained below.

Landmark -~ visually prominent and distinctive
landscape features, such & church spires, which
418 14poiant to the character of the settlement
Itis particularly important to maintain views of
these features.

Hard urban edge - where development forms a
stark and visually prominent ‘edge’ to the
settlernent. This type of edge s often
characteristic of more recent, higher density
development which is regimented and lacking in
variety and form, bounded by fences rather than
hedgerows with a poor landscape structure
within the built area. The edges require
'softening’ and 'breaking up’ {eg. through planting)
to help integrate development within the
landscape.

Strong landscape edges - where [andscape
features, typically landform {valleys or ridges} and
belts of vegetation {hedgerows, trees, woods etc.)
form a strong boundary and help to define the
physical or 'natural’ setting of the settlement.
Where the landscape edge to a seftlement is
weak {eg with few trees and fences replacing
hedgerows) the creation of a strong, defensible
landscape edge is beneficial, creating a distinct
but 'soft boundary between town' and country.

Stronger/weaker landscape structure - the
condition and ‘intactness’ of the structural
components of the landscape {eg hedgerows,
frees, woods, field pattems, wails etc) affect
landscape quality and visual sensitivity. Where
these elements are strong, the landscape is often
mere attractive and in ‘good health’ and views
may be restricted. Where they are weak or
absent, the landscape may lack the diversity and
quality of other areas but is likely to be visually
sensitive and exposed to views. A combination
of these factors will influence its overall sensitivity
to change.

Open views - particularly open views across the
surrounding landscape, both inwards and
outwards from the seftlement The amows
indicate particularly prominent and visually
sensitive areas or important views to be
mairtained.

Key areas - the divisicn of the surrounding

landscape into  sectors whish may havs
characteristics in commeon.  The outwards
boundary of these sectors is arbitrary and simply
marks the general distance away from the
settlement owver which the analysis weas
undertaken.
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KEY SETTLEMENT

WITNEY
{CHARACTER AREAS: 8,9,7,11)

A: NORTH WEST OF WITNEY

Landscape characteristics

open valley-side farmland and open limestong
wolds farmiand;

typically weak Iandscape structure,
fields, few trees, open and exposed,
north facing stoping valley sides up to 6%.
distinct urban edge.

large

Visual characteristics

high intervisibility, elevated views and
prominent skylines viewed from the north;
hard urban edge on B4047, prominent
buildings, lighting and structures;,

important views across the Windrush Valley.

Key sensitivities and considerations

valley sides are an important natural
component of the valley landscape,

open landscapeswith weak structures on the
edge of sefflements are very visually exposed
and vuinerable to change;,

special attention should be given to

strengthening landscape edges.

fonsrus, Dnf Brulibnt @l o Kypeme”

N ——— REepe Larilomt on

B: WINDRUSH VALLEY NORTH

Landscape characteristics

L

semi-enclosed valley-side farmland, semi-
enclosed valley floor farmiand;

valley-sides with stronger hedgerow structure,
more frees and a mixture of pasture and
arable farmland;

south-facing sloping valley sides up to 8%.
enclosed valley fioor, predominantly pasture,
low-lying, riparian character, wet and prene
te fiooding;

willow-lined ditches and groups of mature
trees,

soft urban edge.

Visual characteristics

Lt _,-*f_.l},:,-;'l.tjq-r_. 514-'|._.|'\-H.i.1. &y Preuss W
SRoa W SilifpaeTre el SOplose

- _1

s

low intervisibility within the valiey, but more
distant views down onto the valley ficor;
valley sides form skyline from valley ficor;
views largely unspoilt by urban influences,;
builtform on valley sides screened by mature
vegetation;

mill buildings important local landmark.

L3

My !
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Key sensitivities and considerations

» valley sides and valley floor are an important
natural component of the valley landscape;

4 unspoilt landscapes particularly vulnerabie to
change,

¢ special attention should be given to
maintaining strong landscape edges.

C: NORTH OF WITNEY

Landscape characteristics

« semienclosed limestone wolds farmland,
attractive mixture of sirong hedgerows,
hedgerowtrees and limestone walls;

» medium scale rectilinear fieids, mixture of
pasture and arable;

« genlly undulatingtopography;

+ weil-defined urban edge, fairly strong
landscape edge.

Visual characteristics

+« moderate intervisibility, views from public
roads filtered by intervening hedgerows;

a urbanarea partiaily silhouetted on the skyline
and sensitive to change:

« urban edge largely softened by vegetation.

Key sensitivities and considerations

= high quality landscape edge - vulnerable to
change;

« important rural approach into Witngy from
the north, vulnerable to change;

o special attention should be given to
maintainingstrong landscape edges;

e resist urbanisation between Hailey and
Witney.

Key Settlement: Witney

D: EAST O F WITNEY

Landscape characteristics

+ & & &% b ]

semi enclosed limestone wolds farmland and
open rolling farmiand;

mixture of strong hedgerows, hedgerow trees;
gently rolling topography,

area north of Madiey Brook mostly flat;

area south of Madiey Brook more rolling;
medium scale rectilinear fields, mostly arable
with some horticultural uses;

gently undulatingtopography.

Cogges Wooed an important local feature;
large part of the area aliocated for future
development.

Visual characteristics

moderate intervisibility, largely unspoilt views
out from the urban edge;

hard urban edge in places,

appreach on A4088 affected by urban
influences.

ridgeline on New Yatt Road quite prominent.

Key sensitivities and considerations

need to resist any further ‘urbanisation’ on
New Yatt Road and A4095;

need to strengthen landscape structure along
the urban edge;

need to stengthen landscape edge
particularly between land allocated for
deveiopment and Cogges Wood.

100



E: SOUTH EAST OF WITNEY

Landscape characteristics

» open ralling farmiand;

+ rpunded hill, predominantly pasture;

» important buffer zone between the urban
edge and the A40;

» parfly denuded, open in character, locally
weak structure;

+ landform defines the boundary between
urban and rural.

Visual characteristics

« high intervisibility, prominent landform;
urban edge harsh in places, a characteristic
reinforced by the perimeter road;

+ Cogges Hill an important landmark feature on
the south east approach into Witney.

Key sensitivities and considerations

landform extremely sensitive to change;
landform important landmark on approach
into Witney,

+ need for landscape improvemente including
strengthening of hedgerows and softening of
urban edge.

F: COGGES/WINDRUSH VALLEY
SQUTH

Landscape characteristics

semi-enclosed floodplain pasture;
permanent pasture with flat, low-lying, ‘wet’
riparian character;

= prone to flooding; willowdined ditches and
groups of mature trees provide soft boundary
between urban/rural edge - strong landscape
edge;

¢ areg largely unspoilt apart from intrusive
electricity pylons and views of A40;

+ key recreational resource and green ‘wedge'

into the heart of the fown.

Visual characteristics

+ low intervisibility, largely unspoilt views out
from the urban edge,

» urbar edge well screened,

¢ intrusive electricity pylons and filtered views
of AdD;

« Iimportantviews along the vailey floor.

Key sensitivitias and considerations

» floodplain farmland is a valuable landscape
resource and is vulnerable to change;

« need fo safeguard floodplain character
particularly in relation to the proposed Cogges
Link road;

» needtic maintain strong landscape edge;

« needto maintain views along valley floor.

G: SOUTH WEST OF WITNEY

Landscape characteristics

s semienciosed limestonewolds farmiand;
roltingvalley form - Colwell Brook

« mixture of small scale pasture and arable;
strong hedgerow structure and presence of
hedgerow trees;

» important buffer zone between urban edge
and A40;

¢ distincturban/rural edge.

Visual charaderistics

* moderate intervisibility, views limited by
intervening landform and vegetation;

« soft urban edge ;

» views south from urban edge largely unspoilt,
A40 mostly in cutting.

Key sensitivities and considerations

« needto maintain buffer zone;

« valley form distinctive local feature;

« needto maintain southern aspect from urban
e0ge,

« needto maintain strong landscape edge.



H: WEsST WITNEY

Landscape characteristics

open limestone wolds farmiand;
large-scale, gently rolling farmland mostly
arable;

« large rectilinear fields, weak landscape
structure;

s plateay location;

+ large part of the area allocated for future
development.

Visual charaderistics

e high intervisibility, exensive, uninterrupted
views across open land;

e prominent urban edge to Witney and
prominent edge to employment land;

e charactenistic further reinforced by urban
character of Westem Link Road

e distant views to the south west from wban

View tiaaadls Downs Roa Inafirial area door fwe lind' moad!

Key sensitlvities and considerations

e need to improve landscape quaiily
throughout the area;

o needto srengthen landscape edge and
provide an advanced landscape siructure for
future deveiopment.



KEY SETTLEMENT

WOODSTOCK
(CHARACTER AREA: 4)

A1 NORTH OF WOODSTOCK

Landscape characteristics

semi-enclosed valley-side farmland and open
limestone wolds farmland;

Clyme Valley attractive, small scae, semi-
enclosed, well vegetated;
Valley divides Woedstock
Woodstock;

north of Old Woodstock much larger scale
open famiand, weak landscape struchure,
predominantly arable, few trees , weak
hedgerow structure;

distinct boundary between urban area and
surroundingfarmiand;

few wurban influences on
farmiand.

from Cld

surrounding

Visual characteristics

very limited intervisibility across the Clyme
Valiey, views filtered by mature willows;
vegetation forms a strong landscape buffer to
northern edge of Woodstock;, soft edge
between urban edge and valley sides;

urban edge around Old Woodstock much
harder, visible across open farmland to the
north and east,

views out from urban edge relatively unspoilt
edge of Blenheim Estate a strong visibie edge
on approach from the north, glimpsed views
into the grounds.

Key sensitivities and considerations

o

[ Key Seitlement: Woodsic

Glyme Valley important local feature close o
the town centre and sensitive to change;
Important to maintain landscape setting of the
Blenheim Estate;

Any changes to the urban edge of Old
Woodstock are likely to be highiy visible;
Urban edge between open fanmland and Old
Woodstock would benefit from softening,
special attention should be given to ‘greening'
approach to Old Woadstock on Ad4.

B: EAST OF WOODSTOCK

Landscape charaderistics

+

open iimestone wolds farmiand,
east of Old Woodstock large scale open

farmland, weak landscape  struclure,
predominantly arable, few trees , weak
hedgerow structure;

ribbon development, including new houses
on Banbury Road, blur the boundary between
urban area and open countryside;

former railway line now a strong landscape
feature;

despite ribbon development rural edge is
largely unspoilt;

farm on the urban edge helps reinforce rural
characler.

Visual characteristics

high intervisibility views across open farmiand
from Banbury Road;

urban edge softened by mature vegetation ;
views largely unspoilt by urban influences;
ribbon development benefits from a backdrop
of vegetation atong the line of the former
raibway;

wall along Banbury Road a good local feature.

Key sensitivities and considerations

any changes to the urban edge inthis area are
likely to be highly visible;

reslst any further urban growth along Banbury
Road,
strengthen
farmiand;
maintain and enhance the soft urban edges.

landscape structure on  open




C: SOUTH OF WOODSTOCK

Landscape characteristics

* open limestone wolds farmiand;

+« very flat, medium to large scale farmiand;
open butwith a good hedgerow structure;

+ predominantly lage rectilinear arable fields
plus playing field attached {o the schoot;

» distinct boundary between urban edge and
farmiand, less distinct around the school;

¢ farmiand largely unspoilt by urban influences;

¢ area surrounding the school more urbanised
including road character, fences, playingfields
lighting etc.

Visual characteristics

« moderate intervisibility, views limited in a
very flat landscape;

+ distant views intercepted by intervening
sheilterbeits and smal wooedland biocks;

+ thin vegetation on urban edge makes building
silhouette prominent in ptaces ~ inappropriate
roofline reinforcesthis effect;

= character of Ad44 approach to Woodstock
quite urban - fighting, signage efc;

» wooded character of the Bienheim Es@te

provides a strong landscape edge;

» views out from edge fargely unspoilt although
lighting on the A44 and other bits of urban
clutter are visible south of Woodstock.

Sithouette of urban of Woodstock viewed from Ad4

Key Settlement: Woodstock

Key sensitivities and considerations

any changes to the urban edge are likely tc be
highly visible in ptaces, particularly from the
Add;

need to strengthen landscape edge to the
urban area;

existingwoodland blocks and shelerbelts play
an important role both & local landscape
features and as filters to views;

need to preserve landscape character of Ad4
approach into Woodstock and resist any
further urbanisation of road corridoer,

need to maintain strong hedgerow structure
on open farmiand.

D: WEST OF WOODSTOCK

Landscape characteristics

formal parkland and designed landscapes
Bienheim Estate is a Grade 1 historic park;

at about 1000 ha, it occupies the entire area
west of Woodstock;

its landscape and visual characteristics are
well documented and its current designation
provides more than adequate protection to
westem edge of the town.
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APPENDIX 3:

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Balance and proportion

The relative quantities and relationship of
different elements within the landscape which
can affect its aesthetic qualities.

Boundaries

Charactenistic field and property boundaries
found in open countryside, eg. hedges, dry-stone
walls, fences, ditches ete.

Character

A distinet pattern  or  combination  of
characteristics that occurs consistently in a
particular landscape.

Characteristic
An element or group of elements that are typical
of a particular landscape

Dipslope
The gently sloping backslope of an escampment
landform

Diversity

The number of landscape components and the
way in which they interrelate, creating
compiexity or uniformity in the landscape.

Enclosure

The density and amrangement of structural
elements in the landscape (eg. landform, tyees,
hedges, woods, walls) 50 that they enclose space
and create visual and physical containment

Escarprnent

A distinetive whaleback-shaped hill or landform
unit {typically of chalk} which comprises a steep
face and gently sloping dipslope.

Evaluation
The process of weighing up and attaching a non-
monetary, subjective value to landscape by

reference {¢ specified criteria.

wndix 3: Glossary of Terms

Floodptain

The very flat land adjacent tc a river or
watercourse, generally underlain by alluvium and
which would be naturally prone to flooding
without specific flood alleviation measures (NB
this definition is broader than that used by the
Emnvironment Agercy fo define the Statutory
Flood Plain).

Heritage values
Features of archaeological, cultural or ecological
significance.

Enhancement strategy

The most appropriate type of landscape
improvement or management {Conservation,
repair, restoration or reconstruction) based on
intrinsic landscape quality and condition and
enhancement needs.

intrusive influences

Features {eg. buildings, structures, electricity
pyfons} and non-agricultural land uses which are
out of keeping with the typical, unspoit or
distinctive character of the landscape.

Landcover
Combinations of land use and vegetation ithat
cover the land surface.

Landform
Combinations of slope and elevation that
produce the shape and form of the land surface.

Landscape assessment

An umbrella term used to encompass all the
many different ways of looking at, describing and
analysing landscape.

Landscape character area

A geographic area with a consistent character or
coherent identity.

Landscape structure
Structural components of the landscape, eg
hedgerows, trees, woods, walls etc.




Landscape type

A generic term for a landscape with a consistent
character, resuiting from different combinations
of landferm and landcover,

Landscape vernacular

The combinaticn of elements or components
which are locally distinctive to a particular area of
landscape.

Linear settlements

Seftlements where buildings are typically
arranged in a linear form (eg. along a road,
ridgeline or valley bottom.

Local distinctiveness
The special character of a place or area which
gives ita particular and recognisable identity.

Nucleated settiements

Setlements where buildings are typically
arranged in a nucleated or clustered form around
a central feature (eg around a village green,
common, church, road junction etc.).

Riparian
A character which is specifically associated with
Tvers.

Rolling
Landform which is characterised by pronounced
topography of soft hills,

Scale

The typical size, scale or grain of elements and
pattemswithin the landscape, which have a clese
bearing on such factors as balance, proportion
and enclosure.

Scenic quality

A subjective judgement of the aesthetic appeal of
different landscape types, influenced by such
factors @ balance, proportion, diversity,
hammony, unspoilt character, cultural preferences
ete.

Sense of place (or 'Genius Loci)

The essential character and spirit of a landscape
or area (Genius Loci means fiterally 'spirit of the
place’).

Sensitivity to change

A subjective overall assessment of landscape
sensitivity and vulnerability to ¢hange, basedon a
combination of factors inciuding landscape
quality and visual sensitivity.

Settlementform

Typical morpholagy or shape of a settlement, eg.
nucieated around a village green or linear along
roads.

Settiement location
The characteristic siting of setlements in an area,
usually influenced by physical factors.

Settlement paftern

The typical pattern of selttement, eg. scattered
evenly aauss the countryside or concentrated
within one area or along a paricular line (eg
valley side).

Suburbanisation

A process whereby the intrusion of more urban
land uses or features gradually erodes the rural
character of landscape and sefflements to
produce a ‘'suburban’ character.

Undulating
Landform which is characterised by gentie
topography of shallow hills and valleys.

Visual sensitivity
The degree to which the landscape is open and
enciosed by landformor vegetation and therefore

expased to views.

apienelix 3: Glossamy of Terms
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